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SAC RA MENTAL. 
{EDITATIONS 
Upon divers ſelect places. 


SCRIPTURE 
WHEREIN 
Believers are afliſted in preparing 

fections and Graces, when they 


draw nigh to God jn that moſt 
awful & folemnOrdinance ot the 


{ Toꝛds Supper. 
In By I. FILA 2 


South, blow upon my Garden, that the ſpices 
thereof may Nm out Let my Beloved come into 
51 Garden & eat his pleaſant fruit, 


— . .— . — — — 


8ofton Reprinted tor N Boone, and are to be | 
Sold atithe Sign of the Zible inCornbil, 17 29. 


— 
| 


their hearts, & exciting. their at- 


| . Miniſter of Chriſt in DEFYON. 8 
— —— - Io — ——— 3 
Cant. 43.16. Awake ONorth wind EF come thou | 
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READER: | 


Chriſtian Reader. | 
Hriſt may be ſaid to be wr” * 
three: ways , by the Jews actual- 
ly, in the Sacrament Decla rative- 
ly, and by Unbelie vers at his Ta- 
ble Interpretatively. Among f fins, Blood- 
uiltineſs is reckoned one of the maſt heinous, 
and of all Blood guiltineſ; to be guilty of the, 
Blood of Chrift, is 4 ſin of the deepeſt puilt. 
ana will be avenged with the mo dreadful. 
Ipuniſiment, 1 Cor. 11.27 29. If Fengeanee | 
Abe taken ſevenfold on him that Slew Cain, 
Im hat Feneeance ſhall be taken on him that 
Crucifizs 2freſh the Lord of glory 
The heavieſt blow of Divine Juſtice is 
pill ready to avenge the Abuſe # the veſt 
ercy., Myhat can the 1 of man con- 
ve mare Jelem 2, md nope ſacredi or more 


RN att Arab rrinic - - wanaar bac 54 
a * 93 * * * * — n 9 
abs has 


| "Hee To the Reader. R | 
deeply aftective than the repreſent it ion of 
ane greateſt love of the Father, aud the moſt 
Vie vous paſſions of the Son ? Wheat Sin can a 
e more provoking to God, than the flight & . 
Contempt of thoſe moſt awful myſteries ! and 
what puniſhment can be more terrible, than 
for ſuch a wretched ſoul to eat and Drink 
amnation to it ſelf ? D 
Melancthon records a very dre adful ex- 
emple of Gad'srighteous Judgment upon @ be 
Company of prophane wretches, who in 4 || wy 
Tragedy intended to act the death of Chriſt wa 
upon the Croſs, He that acted the Soldiers des 
gart, inſtcad of piercing with a Spear, a Ca 
Blader full of Blood hid under the Car- to g 
unt, wounded him to death that was upon De. 
= rhe Creſs ;, who falling down, killed him, who © Cop 
32 4 3:[zuiſe ) acted the part of the Wo- ving 
man that ſtood mailing under the Croſs. His t f, 
Brother who was ſerſt ſlain, flew the Murde Wt he | 
rer, who acted the Soldiers part; and for rom 
AHaying him, was himſelf hanged by order of fer be 
Juſtice. Thus did the Vengeance of God {bet 
© ſpeedily overtake them, and hang'd them up Wor o, 
in Chains, for à warning to all that fhouldWvich 
even dare to dally with the great and jealou han 
God. © e 22 
hos  : : 
Theſe are terrible ftrokes, and yet not ſoſſ tha 
xerrible as thoſe which are more. ordinarily Set 
e leſs ſenſibly inflifted upon the inner mau ſp the 
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not ſo [7 that Or dinance. | . 

.arilyj$ See to the.exerciſe and act: vity, as well a- 

many the truth and ſincerity of thy grace: Auen 
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To the Reader. 


0 


75 prevent theſe Judgments, and obtain 
} 


things, Vit. - - ip 


1. The Inbeing Y of true Grace: 
2; The Ace 9 

I. Examine thy ſelf Reader, whether there 
be any gracioas principle planted in thy ſoul, 
whereby thou art alive iazed unto God. It 


was an auc ient abuſe of the Sacrament (con- 
d4enned and c aſt out by the 1 
| Carthaginian Council) Council Car- 


to give it unto dead men. tnag. can. 6 Pla- 
Dead ſouls can have no cuit ut defunce 
Communion with the Li- torim corpori- 


ving God; no more bene- bus non detuy 
t from this Table, than Eucnariſtia, &c. 


he Emperors Gueſts had 
rom his Table, where Loaves of Gold mere 
et be fore them to eat, There is more than 


hem of grace in the Sacrament it bath 


ot only the viſible fign,butthefpir itual-grace 
phich it repreſents See that there be more 
han a ſhew and vile ſign of, grace alſò in 
hy ſoul, when thou comeſt nigh to the Lora 
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eſſings which come t hrougo this Ore 
dinance, great regard mult be had to iwo 
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* To the Reader. 


3 Believer himſelf doth not eat and drink 
wortily, unleſs the grace that is in him be 
excited and exerciſed at this Ordinance. It 
1s not Faith inhere ing, but Faith realiZingy 
apdlying and powor fully working. It is not 4 
diſpoſition to humiliation for fin, but the ac- 
tual thawing and melting of the heart for 
fin, whilſt thou lookelt on him whom thou; 
haſt pierced, and mourneſt for him, as | 
one that. mourneth for his only Sen, for A 
his Firſt- born. Vor zs it a. diſpoſition or 
principal of love to Chriſt that is only regui- away 
red, but the ſtirring up of that fire of love, WW 
"the exciting oſ it into a vehement flame. : 

I know the exiitations and exerciſes of | 
grace are. attended with great difficulties | 
They are not things mithin our command, aud 
at our beck. Q ! *tis. hard, tis hard ine 
deed, Reader, e uen after God hath talen the 
heart of tone out of these, and given t hee an 
beass of fleſh, to mourn actu alli for fin, even 
when fo great an «occaſion and. call is given 
thee to that work at. the Lords Table; for the | 
ſame power is requiſite toexcite the act that 
was required to plant the habit. Gratia gla: 
tiam poſtylat. nol 
However, the duty is thine, though the, 
power be Gods; why elſe are his people bla- 
med, becauſe they ſtirred not up rnemſelvues! 


a Hite in iht works foe help it of 
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t if fered in the following Meditations. Tis 
e true, it's not the reading of the beſt Meditati- 
tons another can prepare for thee, that will al- 

ter the temper of thy heart, except the Spirit 
a ef God concurr with theſe truths,and ble 7 
them to thy ſoul: But yet «theſe helps muſt 
inst be lighted, becauſe they are nat ſelf-ſuf+ 


bu ficient. Adan lives not by Bread alone, but 
as y every Word that proceedeth out of the 
or Mouth of God; yet it were a fond Vanity. 


and Sin for auy man upon that ground to caſt 
away Bread, and expect to live by a miracle 
without it. We mull lift up our hearts to 
dd for aBleſhng and then eat;do the fame. 
oj Were, firſt pray, then read, and the Lore 
es Wicker thee by it for duty. 5 
44% 3 There are two things of ſpecial concerns 
int ment to the Reader, when thou art to ad- 
the re thy /elf to any ſolemn duty, eſpecially 
an ch at this. | 

den I. Prepare jor thy duty diligently. 

ven 2. Kely not upon thy preparations» = =_ 
the Firſt, Prepare with all diligence for thy 
that ty; take pains with thy dull heart, cleanſe 
Y poluted heart; compoſe thy vain heart; 
member how great à preſence thou art ap- 


the oxcbing. If Auguſtus thus reproved one. 
bla-Hat entertained him without ſuitable prepa- 


atzonſaying,l did not think we had been 
P familiar; uch more may thy God re- 


prove | 
ot | | . Þ 4 
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To the Reader. 
prove thee for thy careleſs neglect of dae 
preparation for bim 5 . 

"Secondly, But yet take heed on the other 

| fide, that thou rely not upon thy beft prepara- || 
rations. It is an ingenious note of Luther, 
ſpeaking to this very point of preparation for 
che Sacrament ; never are men more un fit, 
than when they think themſelves; moſt fit, and NN 
beft prepared for their duty; never mire 

fit, than whex moſt humbled and aſhamed 174 * 

_ the ſenſe of their own wunfitneſs. g 
bat the Bleſſing of God, aud the breaths 
gef his good Spirit, may accompany theſe. 
poor Labours to thy ſoulyis the hearts de- 


"ol EX. 6 AP 64 
| Thy Servant in Chriſt, 


$42.5 
n / 


* ; - 
. 1 
2 | | 
— ” A * ; 
— N 2 - # : 
2% . 7 
7 — 4 2 
4 £ — 
* * E ; 
- y 
ENF l 
Be. LS * : 
3 I | P 
2 | | 
f . — 
1 | 4 
. 
* 4 I 8 . F 
A - a 
r . 
* 2 . : | : 
11. 5 
1 | 2 | « j . 


2 


— 
„ 


ihe. 
oy 23 Big * oc — ä — 


2 Pn 


| SACRAMENTALE: 
"MEDITATIONS, Gr. 
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Plal. 89. 7. God 7s greatly to be. 3 
feared in the Aſſembly of hisSaints, - 7 

ud to be had in Reverence of 4 

Pat are about hin. ;. | 


HERE are ſpecial Seaſons whett& 

in the Saints approach near unts 

Sd in this Life, and Wherein 

the Lord comes near untowhem. 
It pleaſeth the Majeſty of Heaven ſoige- © 
mes to admit poor Worms of the Earth” 

luch ſenſible and ſweet preceptions of 

| | | himſelf 


"= Sacramental | 


| himſelf. as are found above all expreſſions; | * 


=- 


that glory, which glorified eyes. more 
fteadity behold above, Peliveing we rejoyce 
with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, or 
glorified joy, as it is, 1 Pet. 1.8, And yet 8 
how ſweet & excellent ſoever theſe ſore- Mc 
taſts of Heaven are, Heaven it ſelf will be e 


an unſpeakable ſarprize to the Saints, 55 
when they ſhall come thit her. 2 


Now among all thoſeOrdinances, where - 
in the Bleſſed God manifeſts himſclfto the | Jpea 
Children ofMen, none are found to ſet forib W 
more of the joy of his Preſence, then 
that of the Lords Supper At that bleſſed "E 
Table are ſuch ſenfible embraces betwixt | 
Chriſt & Believers,as do afford a delight & * 
ſolace beyond the joy of the whole Earth. 
Ad where ſuch ſpecial manifeſtations 
+ of Got are, ſuitable diſpoſitions and pre- 
parations ſhould be found on our part to 
meet the Lord. - | this 
And certainly, we ſhall fiad reaſon % 
enough for it, if we well conſider the ina? 
portance of this Scripture before us* 
|- God is greatly to be feared in the Aſſembly of 11, 
his Saints, and to be had in Reverence of all plea: 
thet art. round about him; wherein we have Ofhic 
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* Firſt, The Object of Worſhip, God; 
| God is to be feared . In all divine Worſhip 
Men and Angels have to do with God. 4. 


things ( faith the Apoſtle ) arg. open au 


7 2aked tothe eyes of him, with whom we haus 
te do, Heb. 4 13. with wem we haus 
peach or buſineſs. So it may be ſenſedy 
when we Worihip, we draw nigh to God, 
and that about the greateſt concerns an | 
8 weightieſt bufineſ(s in the werld. - 


Secondly, The Subject, or the Perſons _ 
that approach unto God in his, worthips #8 
bis Saints, and all that are about. . 


Saints,many Interpreters do in this place 4 
underſtand the Angels, called Saints from } 


the purity and holineſs of their Nature; 
and ſo make the next clauſ®*xegetical of” 


. Ethis. Thoſe that before were call'd Saiats 


in reſpect of their Mat ure, are in the next © 
words ſaid to be ſuch as. are round about 
him; his Satellite 5; At tendants, or thoſs - 
that ſtand as ſervants about him, te do his 


pleaſure where they are deſcribed by theisn i 


Office , and both theſe ſeem to be greundd 7 
ed upon the precedeent Verſs, Who in tb 
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Heaven ban be compared to the Lord? Wha tte 
ang che Sans of the Mighty (or ofGed)fo vi 
| Che Angels are call'dFob1. ö. can be likened 7g 
te the Lord? And though it be true, that it 
the Angels worſhip and ſerve the Lord mei 
Frith greateſt reverene and dread ( for ma 
Theſe are xigh Ones, or ſuch is are round too 
Abona kim) yet there is no neceſſity to che 
Limit this Seripture ſo narrowly, by ex- Th 
lud ing the people of God on Earth; they 
alſo are his Saints, and more frequently 
fo ſtiled, though they be Saints of a lower 
Claſs and Order; and they alſo are round 
about him as well as the Angeli, and when 
they worſhip him, be is in the midſt of) 
Them, Matt. 18. 20. and the place where 
hey Aſſemble to worſhip, is called the 
I 1 his Feet, Ia. 60. 13. But if we 
E Hind not the Saints on Earth in the direct 
and immediate ſenſe of this Text, yet we 
muß needs meet them in the rebound and 
conſequence : For Creatuers fo much a-} 
Hove us as the Angels, do perform their 
Service, and pay their Homage to the 
| higheſt Majeſty with ſo much fear and r 
Ference, Mall not inferiour Creatures, the 
or Woras of the Earth, tremble at his 
© | preſence? Andthis brings us to the 3d thing. 
F Namely, the 4Zede, or manner in whic 
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Ihe me Worffip of God is to be performed, 
j1)o vi. With great fear and reverence. G - 
ned Jr greatly to be feared; Piſcator Tranſſates 
that it Vebementer for midandus, to be vehe- 
ord mently feared; and oppoſes it to that for- 
for mal, careleſs, trifflag, vain fpirit, which 
und too oſten is found in thoſe that apporach 
te che Lord in the duties of his Worſhip. + 


ex- The Obſervation from hence will be this}. 


3 Oer vation 


* That the greateſt compoſedneſs and ſerioufs 
$:eſ5 of Spirit is due to God, from all thoſe” 
of hat draw nigh to him in bis Nor. 


And this is no more than what the 
Lord expreſly requires at our han? Levi. 
Mo. / will be Sanctiſied in them that come | 
ih mee So Heb. 12. 28. Let us hav#® 
race whereby we may ſerve God acceptably, 
„ $p:1b reverence ad Godly fear for our God 
„ Conſuming fire: e 


Are. d as this diſpoſition and yen of 
the? fit is due to every act and part of Gods 
g hi rſhip, ſo (to accommoiate this genes 1 
Ang Uto our particular occaſio ns) it is ee? 
hie ally due to this great and fatemn Ordis * 
dance of the Lords Supper. 
—_ it 
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It is the Obſervation, of the Caſuifts; | 
That Sacraumentum & mortis articulus egus- | 
FF parautur, the Sacrament of the Lords Sup- 1 
Per, and the very poiat of death require 
| equal ſeriouſneſs; a mans ſpirit ſhould be | 
as deeply ſolemn and compoſed at the 
Lords Table, as upon a Dexth-bed : We bi 
mould go to that Qrdiaance, as if we were 
is then going into another world... 4 | 
bo The Primitive Chriſtians uſed to fit upfi 
Whole Nights in Meditation and Prayer, w 
before their participation of the Lords th 
= Supper; and theſe Nights were call'd ig- foi 
, their Watches. Such was the Rever- dit 
i ence theſe Saints had for this OrdinanceF ve 
bY C which they aſually call'd uyſterium tre- | 
mendum; a tremendous Myſtery) that they in 
Would not give ſlsep to their eyes, or thi 
WB. . flamber to their eye-lids, when ſo great , hea 
& Aolemn a day drew near. I the 
And that all this ſolemn preparation ig, her 
no more then needs, will convincingly bs ſe 
appear to us upon the following ground: {”: 
and.reaſons. _ N y 
© Firſt, From the ſolemm nature and end 8. 
. of this Ordinance ; for what is the expreſ Con 
+ "deſign and uſe of it, but a lively repreſen Sr 
tation of the Lords death, 1 Cor. 11. , 208 or d. 
ons te this lat ad d 


i 


r * j a 


by. 


, bpb Cup, ye do ſoc m forth the Lords death | 
ui. till he come. Jelus Chriſt is therein ſet 
up- forth Crucified before us, and not to mae 
re 2 bare repreſention ef it to ns, as a thing 
be wherein we have no perſonal in- 
the | tereſt or concernment, but to repreſent } 
Ne bis death lively, and ſeal our title to ib : 
ere firmly : This is my, Body which is broke.” for. 
on, ver. 24. N 


Now which of theſe is to be attended 
with a dead, careleſs, and flight ſpirit ? It's. 
the repreſentation of Chriſts death God 
forbid. O, if there be any ſuhject of Me- 
ditation in the world able to drink up tba 
very ſpirits of 2 man, this is. ite 
The Sua fainted, the Hzzvens mournd 
in black, the. very Rocks reatin pieces ben 
this Tragedy was acted; and: ſhall. our 
hearts de more ſenſeleſs and obdurate tha 
they at the repreſeatatian of, it? But loe,; 
here is:more than a repreſentation ; Chriſt 
is ſet forth in this Ordinance ar Crucified 1 
or yon, as ſuffering and enduriag all this 
a your. room and ſtead: Now, 
_ Suppoſe, Reader, thy ſelf to de-joſtly 
Condemned. co the torture of the Rack og 
Strappade ; and that thy Father, Brothers | 
1. 2 or deareit Frind prefering thy life to his 
drin Sn, would become thy Ravfomer, by uni 
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* Adergoing the torment for thee; and all . 
=, @hat is left for thee to ſuffer, were only by fo 

| way of Sympathy with him? Suppoſe now an 
thy ſelf ſtanding by that Engine of Por- fes 
ture, and beholding the members of thy | ot 
dear Friend diſtorted, and all out of joint gg 
hearing the dolefal groans extorted by the 
extremity of anguiſh ; and under all theſe Or 
= gtorments, ſtill maintaining a conſtant love If nef 
Fo thee, not once repenting his torments Þ cej; 
for thee;couldſt thou ſtand there with dry f ferj 


eyes? could thy heart be unaffected &ſtu - out 

pid xt ſuch a fight ? Write him rather a [drit 
| Beaſt,xStone, then, a Min that could do ſe. of h 
But this is not all: The Believers inte reſt , 
W in Chrift is Sealed, 2s well zs the ſufferings drin 
= of Chriſt repreſented in this Ordinance- Me . 
f And is 2 Sealed Intereſt in Chrift, ſo . 
cheap & com non 2 thing, as that it ſhould ſand 


not engage, yea, | ſwallow up all the pow. 
ers of 55 ſoul 1 O what is this! What is 
Tue Seat of God ſet to the Soul of a ſy x; 
voor Sinner to confirm ind ratifie its title i 

i go theP2rion of Carift, & the ineſtimable ſh 
IL treaſures of his Blood Sure ly as the 5 
ps ma to Damnatien, is the ſum of a 
A ſery, and chit poor Creature that is 


= Yo Sealed bath-cauſe enough te near — , 


— — 
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all Fail to Eternity : So the Sealing up 4 
by ſoul to Salvation, is the ſum of all mercy 
ow and happineſs ; and the Soul that is fs- 
or- Þ fealed, hath cauſe enough to lie at the feet 
7 ot God, over-whelmed with the ſenſe of 7 
& fo invaluable a mercy. IS. 
3 Secondly. As the nature and ends of the 
Z Ordinance call for the greateſt compoſed- 
neſs of ſpirit, ſo the danger of unworthy re- 
ceiving ſhould work our hearts to the moſt. 

# ſerious frames: For a man to be here withe 
out his Wedding garment, if he eat and 
Idrink uaworthily,it is at the greateſt peril 
Jof his Soul that he doth ſo, 1 Cor. 11. 27. 
Mpherefore whoſoever 
Wdrink this Cip of the Lora unworthily H 
be guilty of the Bady Blood of the Lord. 


Furſes are that avenge the abuſe of ſack. 
le Inercies. How ſoon may a man draw fear- 


more excellent theBleſſi gs are that come: 
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ſhall eat this Bread, &. 


To prophane and undervalue that Body: 
and Blood of the, Lord, is a ſia above 
nexſare ſinlul, and the puniſhmeats of ſacks 
Gns will be moſt dre:1ful, for ftill, the 


dy any Ordinance, the more dreadfall the 


ul guilt upon his Soul, and dreadful judg; 
nents upon his body, by an heedlefs mans 

gement of ſuch ſacred myſteries ! For bi, 
alt werf bre weok and fiekly among ge, 
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t. is a moſt weighty Note that r 
" x wor thy Pen ſets upon thi* #tr: 
1 Scripture; they diſcerned not 
mers du. the Body of his Son Jeſus it! 
os, _Chriſt in his Ordinances ; but 
inſtead of that holy and reverend, and 
deep dyed behaviour which was due toto 
it, both from their inner and outward} 
man, as being 2 Creature of the higheſt & O 
deepeſt SanRifiaton that God ever Sanctifi ful 
ed; Sanctified not oaly to « more excel- the 
lent and glorious. condition, but alſo to I 
many ends and. purpoſes, of far higher and ſrece 
*  gearer concernment, beth for the gloryeſt 
of God, and benefit of men themſelves, fran 
than all other Creatures -whatſoever, whe-Wwhe 
ther in Heaven or Earth,; they handled &us, 
dealt by. it in both. kinds, as if it had beea mor 
a common or uaſanct ſied thing: Thus we 
. they diſcerned:net the Lords Body. Ig in 
And as they diſcerned not his Body, ſofftan4 
neither did God. (in ſore ſenſe). diſceriſ ſenſ 
- theirs ; but in tuoſe ſore. Strokes, andabo: 
heavy Judgments. which. he jaflicted onflunat 
= them,. had. chem. in no other. regard oi that 
= conf{iteration, then as if they bad. beet whe 
= the dodies of his Enemies, the. bodies this 
} of wicked and aaful . Thas drawing read 
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Meditation 1 


. | the modle and plat · for m of their puniſh- 
that ment ( as uſually he doth ) from the 
thiꝰ ſtructure and preporton of their fin; 
not Thus the Juſt &RighteousGod builds up 
ſeſus the breaches we make upoa the honour: 
but belonging to the body of his Son, with the 
and ruins of that honour which he had given 
to to ours, in health;ftrength,life,and many 
jard other out ward comforts and ſupports. 
| & T O then hit need is there of a moſt a 
ctiſi ul compoſed ſpirit, When we approach to 
cel-Mthe-Lord in this Ordiaan ce! 
to Thirdly. As the danger ef uiwerth y? 
and receiving ſhould compoſe us to cheftz bab 2 
loryſſeſt ſecioulaek,fo the remembrance of that 
ves frame and - temper Carilts fpiric was ja, 
he- When he actually ſaff:zreduthoſe things for - 
24 Aus, ſhould compoſe our ſpirits into a frame 
deen more ſuitable and agreeable to his; when. 
Phu ve ſee his death, as it were acted over a- 
E-iin before our eyes, was his heart roving 
„ ſalland wandering in thit day ? Did he not 
ceriſenſe and mind the work he was going 
andBabout ? Was his heart like thine, ſtupid & 
d onflunaff:ted with theſe things? Look but on 
d offifiat Text Lake 22. 44. and you ſhill ſee 
deen whe tner it were ſo or no. It's id (When 
„dies this Tragedy drew nigh. his Enemies were 
wing ready to ſeize him in the Gardena) That 


12 SDacramenfal 
being in an Agony, he prayed more earneſtly} | 
bit ſweat was, at it were, great dropt of © 
f Blood falling down to the ground And Mit. 
286. 38 he ſaith, Ay ſoul isvery ſorromful even 


1 


unte death. His (out was ful} of ſorrew, & $6 
is thine ſo. ſal} of ſtupidity ? God forbid. 3 
If thy heart be cold, Chriſt's was hot; 
If thou canſt not ſhed a tear, he poured 6 
out. clods of blood from every part. Oh! 
how unſuitable is a dry eye, and an hard 
Heart tos ſuch an Ocdinince as this!? up 
Fourthly. As the frame Chriſts ſpirit Þ 

was in at his death, ſhould com uind the: | 
woft'?lemn frame upon our ſpirits; it the: | 
recognizing of it, ſo the things here re- or | 
preſented, require the  higheft exerciſe of Tis 
every grace of the ſpirit in our ſouls ; for the 
we come not as idle Spect ators but as active Ot 
Inftruments to gloriſie God by exerciſing Cher 
#very grace on Chriſt, as Cruciſied for us; 


Behold hear among the reſt. 7 
'F The preper object of Faith. 


< 2 The flowiag ſpring'of Repentance; 
_C 3 The powerful attraRive of Love. 
Firſt. The proper object of Faith is here. 
This Ordinance, as a glaſs, repreſents. toi 
thine eye that glorious Perſon, of whom 
dae Father ſaid, This-5s amy Beloved Son, in 
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of aid, I have laid help upon one that is mighty. 
lat, | 
den 

„&. 
. 3 de ſeen in his red Garments - Every drop 


+ for Faith to behold it, poured forth as C 


Jam wel pleaſed, Mat. 17.5. Ot whom he 3 


This was he that wasmaedeSim for xs,whohad 
vo Sin, that we might be made the Righte= | 
. 3 | ſneſs of God in bim. 2 Cor. 5. 41, Who E 
Frrod the Wine-preſs alone, and is here ts 


his precious Bleed hath a tongue calling 


Sacrifice for fia. This ( faith. he 5s the Þ} 


vip of the New Teftement in my Bleed, 


vhich wat bed for many for the remiſſios 


And what footing could thy Faith fand 


or Pardon and Salvation any where elle ? 
fis Chriſt Craucifled that Faith claſps as 


che laſt and only hope and refuge of a 
Poor Sianer. Here all Belivers drop Au- 
cher This is that bleſſed object on 

hom they take the dead gripe or laſt 

rraſp, when their eye-ſtringt and heart- 
ſtrings are breaking. When you ſee 
he Blood of Chriſt flowing forth, how 


{Wan Faith be filent in thy foul 2? When he 
ids thee, as it were, to put thy finger in- 


o bis fide, and fhews thee his hands 
ad his feet there, it will cry out ia thx 
ſoul, my Lord, and my Get. 
Secondly, The floying ſpring of Re- 
5 ö PpPestance 
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in the heart of a Chriſtian, here me- 


poor, that we through his poverty might 
 rieb, 2 Cor. 8. 9. This is he that par te; 
"with his honour firſt, and his life next 


— and EE? 
2 * 


pentance is here, if there be any fire gart 
that can melt, or hammer that can break gor 


hard heart, here it is; Zech. 12. 10. B 
” - They ſhall looł on me whom they have pierced nd 


and mourn. Nothing laies a gracions ſoul ov 


lower in it ſelf, then to ſee hom lo Chriſt ſuge 


was laid in bis Humiliation for it. Wi 
Here the evil of fin is alſo repreſented Wr 


in the. cleareſt glaſs that ever theFury 
eye of man man ſaw it in- Thethim 


Jufferings of the Son of God diſcover And 
the evil of fin more then the everlafting Foul 
tor ments of the Damned cas do. Sa that? 
if there be but one drop ofSpiritual ſor row 


thinks it ſhould be ſeen dropping from ther 
eye of Faith, e 

Thirdly. The molt attractive object of 
love is here Pat all Created Beauties, Ex 
cellencies and Perfections together, and 
what are they but blackneſs compar'd wit 
lovely TJefus ? My beloved { faith the en 
amdur'd Spouſe ) is white and ruddy, Can 
J. 10. Behold him at the Table in bis per 


fe@ Innocency, unparallel'd fafferings. Thi car 


is he who was rich, but for our ſakes bee am 


Fea, he parted with his honour in his I. 


" * 2 * n FS 


Meditations. 198 
fixe tarnation, that he might be capable to 
teak 40 part with his life for our Redemption“ 
10. Behold here the degrees of his Sufferingss 
rced ind by them meaſure the degrees of his 
ſoul ove. Behold in his death, as in the De- 
ariſt Yuge all the Fountains beneath, and the 
Windows of Heaven above opened; & the 
ted Wrath of God, the Cruelty of Men, the 
theFury of Hell breaking in together upomw 
Theſpim, and his ſoul ſurrounded with ſorrows 
over And how can this be repreſented, and thy 
tingYoul not aſtoniſhed at this amazing match- 
atAe(s love of Chriſt ? Surely one flame dotls 
Hot more naturally produce another, than 
Ihe love of Chriſt thus repreſented to 4 
&&racious ſoul, doth produce love to Chriftg 
nd that in the moſt intenſe degree. :- 


5 Ex DES Uſe. I. | CE os 


How naturally doth this Doctrins 
lame and humble the beſt hearts for their 
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an object of Faith as is here preſented tol : 
me? Doth ſuch a temper of ſpirit ſuit Pr. 
Rhine awful preſence ? Should the repre- 


| | - Vented Agonies and ſufferings of Chriſt} od 


| _ 8 
32 a } 
514 | 
4 
* * 


k - « 


For me, be beheld with a ſpirit no more 9% 
Concerned, pierced and wounded for fin n. 
© how can | look upon him whom I have his 
Pierced and not mourn, and be in bitter H 
nels for bim, as for an only Son, a Firſt. . 
Porn ! O the ſtupifying & benumming po- .“. 
Wer of lin! O the efficacy of Unbelief! Nes 
It was charged upon the Jſraelites, M | 
the aggravation of their fin, that they prop! 
*  woked God at the Sea, even at the red Seal" *! 
The place where their miraculous Salvation 
Nas wrought. But Lord Jeſus, my harg 
Heart provokes thee, even at the red 
Sea of thy precious invaluable Blood, if 
which my eternal Salvation was wrought 
O my God, what a heart have l? Did th nd 

Blood of Chrift run out ſo freely & abunP< P 
dantly for me, that pierced him? O let m@&@310i! 
never be Friends with my own heart, tif} Su 
it iove Chiſt better, and hate fn more. 


Brea. 
6 De Ge 10D 
Thisscripture bath alſo an awaking Vo! 


Jo all that come nigh God ing any of 
4 9 Ordinance 


ha, 
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ſaith Jrdinaces, eſpecially in this Ordinance? 
pred D Chriltans !'bethink your ſelves where 
brifth ou are, and What you are doing : Know 
more ou not that the King comes in to ſee the 


{in ? '£ aeſts ? Lea, you do know that God is im | 
have his place; an awful Majeſty beholds you 
tter-y {/l theChurches ſhall know that Ie he that 
zirſt. Parcheth the heart and the reins, and will 

; 0 Le to every one as his work ſhall be, 
ef! Revelation. 2. 23, 


Thy bufineſs, Chriſtian is not with Men! 
Put with God, and the folemneſt buſineſs. 1 
that ever thy thoughts were converſagt* 1 
ztionb bout. Thou art here to recognize the | 
harMufferings of thy Redeemer, to take the. | 
> re@he ſeals and pledges of thy Salvation from 
he hand of his ſpirit ; imagine the fame 
hing which is nov to be done ſpiritually, | 
nd by the miniſtry of Faith, were but to 
De performed vifibly aud audibly by the 
niniſtry of thy ſenſes. 
Suppoſe Jeſus Chriſt did perſonally 
ew himſeli at his Table, and were pleas's 
o make himſelf known in breaking of 
Bread, as once he did to his Diſciples 
| uppoſe thou ſaweſt him appear at this 
able, as he is now in Heaven, as a Lambs | 
hat had been ain? Imagine thou hearefſt 
din lay, Believer. this * Blood of 
3 mine 
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mine was ſhed for thee; there be Millions 
of Men and Women in the world natu- - 
rally as good as thee ; that ſhall have no 
I antreſt in it or benefit by it. But for these 
WE At was ſhed, and far the remiſſion of thy, 
fins; my Blood was the only thing in the 
WT world that was equal to the demerit of thy 
fins, and it hath made full ſatisfaction tal 
WT God for them all: Thy fins which ard 
many, are therefore forgiven thee ; myj 
Blood hath purchaſed the eternal Inheri 
by tance of glory for thee ; and this day I an Je 
| Some to deliver the Seals and pledge um. 


=_ thereof into thy hand. Take then thy 
WT feals of eternal Salvation this day: Take „ 
_ ghine.own Chriſt with all that he is and 
Hath in thine arms Whatever I have fu 
fered, done, or procured for any of m : 
Saints, I have ſuffered, done and procured hat 
he ſame for thee. Why, all this is her! I 
£0 be done as really and truly, though if} wh 
= a more ſpiritual way, at this Table; an 2 
Mall not ſuch buſineſs as this is fully fix N pro 
| engage thy heart? What then ſhall do it thy 
Awake Faith ; awake Repentance ; abo 
wake Love; yea, let all the powers of tand 
Soul be throughly awakned this da are 


* 1 40 atenend the Lord. | wh 
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> THE SECOND: A@ 
MEDITATION! 


upon” 1 


2 [ 


Jer. 12. 2. Thon art near in their, 
mouth, and far from their reins. 


Take (THE Scripture gives us the Cha? 
s and - rater and deſcription of an Ay= Þ 
e ſul pocrite, and he is here deſeribed 
}f m two ways, i. I, By what he 


cure hath, 2. By what he hath not. I 
ner] Firſt. The Hypocrite is deſcribed by! 

gh if hat he hath ; he hath God in his mouths Þ 
M an 700% art near in their. mouth, (i. e. Ythey, | 
Ex P profeſs with a full mouth, that they are 
io it} fy People, faith Piſcalor; or, they ſpeak |; 
e ; about the Law (as another ſenſes it) God, 
of th and his Temple, Religion with. its rites 4 
 dayſyare much talked of among them, "they, i 
have him in their prayers and duties 

and this is all that the Hypcrite 
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of God. Religion only ſanctifies his ve 
Tongue that ſeems to be dedicated to God, %, 
Hut it penetrates no fartherzand therefore H 

Secondiy. He is deſcribed by that hehe 
Hath not, or by what he wants; And or but 
hou art far from their reins,(i.e.) they feel G0 
not the powers and influences of that namahe, 
"which they ſo often invocate and talk ofM 7 
going down to their very reins, and effe . 
Ring their very hearts; ſo we muſt un- Mot, 


derſtand | this Metaphorical expreſſion here, 
I 
having ſo great and ſinfible a ſympathyMhis 


"as the oppoſition directs. For the reing 
With the heart, which is the ſeat of affectiſgoe 


bons & pa ſſions, upon that account it's uſu bie 


In the Feripture, to put the reins for thoſchhnd 
intimate & ſecret affections, thoughts, MPfal 
paſſions of the heart, with which thea/- 
— fo near Cognaiton, and Io ſenſible Mut, 
Sympathy. When the heart is under grea 
Coſternation, the loins or reins are {eiz'd 
alſo, as Dan, 5, 6. Then that Xings Coun 
zenauce was changed, and his thoughts tray 
"bled him, and the joints of his loins wer th 
fooſed. On the contrary, when the hearMi 
is AlPd with delight and gladnefs, th tc 
eins are ſaid to rejoyce, Prov. 23. 16Þerſc 
Ta, my reins ſhall rejoyce when thy lips ſpeaMhey 
Vight thinss, torus Iætitia dilliliam. 1 thaſeold 

R read 


VN 


a \ : N . 
8 | "84: p 2 1 7-0. 
- Meditations, 21 


his ven leap for joy. = 80 then, when the Pro- = 
Jodi het aith,God is far from the reins of the 
fore Hy pocrite, the meaning is, he feels not 
t he he heart - affecting influence and power of 
r bu eligion upon his heart and affe&ions, as 
feel Gods People do. And hence the Note will 
1aAW We, ES | . 

k oil Dot. That God comes nearer to the hearts 
effe . reins of his People in their duties, then he 
un · Moth to any Hlipocritical, or for mal Profe ſſor. 
here 2 TE. 
rein 
bath 
uſual 
thoſc 
's, & 


By Gods nearneſs, we underſtand not 
is Omnipreſence, that neither comes nor 
goes; nor his love to his People, that 
bides, but the ſenſible ſweet manifeſtations 
and out-lets of it to their fouls. So in 
Wal. 145- 18. The Lord is nigh to all that 
t heal upon him, unto all that call upon him in 
ble ruth. Note the. reſtriction and limitati- 
greaWÞn of this glorious priviledge ; 'tis the 
ſeiz eculiar enjoy ment of fincere, and uprigt- 
CounWpearted Worſhipers. Others may have 
tro Communion with duties, but not withGod 
we ra them. but that God comes nigh, very, 1 
igh to upright hearts in their duties, is 


heal 
„ tha truth as ſenſibly manifeſt to ſpiritual 
10 erſons, as that they are nigh the fire when 


ſpeaWhey feel the heat refreſhing them in's 
malzrol d ſeaſon, when they are almoſt ſtarved 
eraſpad benummed with cold, © Three 
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A 
FEE 


2e Dacramental 80 
W- Three things make this evident. Firſiſſev 
= Sincere Souls are ſenfible of Gods acceſſe A. 

| to them in their duties; they feel his aps 
| proaches to their ſpiritss Lam. 3. 57Wto 
Thou dreweſt near in the day that I calledſthe 
upon thee, thou ſaideſt, fear not. And what Ct 
a ſurprize was that to the Church? Cint. he 
2. 8. It it the Voice of my Beloved, beholdW&&19 
be cometh, &c. Certainly there is a fel 
preſence of God, which no words ca 
make another to underſtand; they feel th 
Fountain flowing abandantly into the dr 
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pits, the heart fills apace, the empty thot) 
ſwell with a fulneſs of ſpiritual thing rot 
which ſtrive for vent. x me 
Secondly. They are ſenfible of Gd 2 
. receſſes, and withdrawments from thei * 
ſpirits, they feel how the ebb follows the 7 
flood, how the waters abate. So you fis i 
it in Cant. 5. 6. I opened to my Sloved i 
but my Beloved had withdrawn himſelf, an c1, 
wa, gone, my ſoul failed when he ſpake *! WI 
%% hum, but I could not find him; I calſſis (; 
lead, but he gave me no anſwer. The Hebre fleſl 
is very Fathetical, He was gone, he was gonti of 3 
A fad change of the frame of her heart cen 
- quickly followed. 5 Me this 
Thirdly. The Lords nearneſs te the am 


bearts Kreins of hisPeople in their dutie 5 
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Firſt evident to them from the effects that : t 


cceſſe leaves upon their ſpirits. For look as it 


5 


is aps with the Earth and Plants, with reſpeck 
. 5% to the approach or remove of the Sun in 
calledhe Spring and Autumn 80 it jShere as 

hal Thriſt ſpeaks, Luk. 21. 29. When ye ſee 
int. he Fig-tree andull the Trees hoot forth, we 
ehold@now that Summer is nigh at hand. An 
a felWpoproaching Sun renews the- face of the 
Earth, and makes Nature ſmile. The 


8 Cab 
el th Trees bud & bloſſom, the Fiſh rife, the 
e dr irds ſing, it's a kind ofReſurrection to Na- 


hotMture from the dead. So is it when the 
hingMLord: comes near the hearts and reins of 
I men in duty: For then they find that. 
850 Pr. Preſton, Wheny dying aid, I ſhall change my 
wk place, bat not wy Company. 2 3 
nei Firſt. A real tait of the joy of the Lord 
's thelic here given to men, the fulneſs whereof 
vo "Wis in Heaven; hence call'd 2Cor.1.22. The 
vel earneſt of his Spirit: And 1 Pet. 1. 8. 


As; Glorified Joy; or a ſhort” Salvation, O, 


J cal 
bre 
gent 
heat! 


is ſomething that hath no Affinity with. 
fleſh, or groſs corporeal pleaſures ; but is 
of another nature, ſomething which tranſ- 
cends all that ever was felt or taſted in 


coming 


+: among ſenfible objects - = 
ut y Secondly, A mighty ſtrength and power 1 


What is this? what is this? Certainly it 


this world, ſince we were firſt converſant 
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coming ints their ſouls, and actuating an bf 
its faculties and graces, When 604 IF 
comes near, new powers enter tneW. 1 
ſonal ; the feeble are like David, Pal. 138. a 
3. In the day that I cryed, thou an ſwereſt 
ee, and ftrengrhneft me with ftrengeh in my 
pen: Hope was low, Faith was weak, lit- or 
tile ſtrength in any grace, except defires ; | 
we bat when the Lord comes, ſtrength comes Be, 
with bim. Then as is Neh. 8. 10. The + 
Joy of the Lord is your ft. ength. O the vi-Meo; 
gorous ſallies of the heart Ga PC. 63. 
S. O the ſtrength of Love, Cant. 8. 6. 
Duties are other manner of things than 
they were wont to be. ” He not our heart , 
burn within us, Luk. 24. L 24 
Thirdly. A remarkable ö 4, 
and change of ſpirit follows it. Theſe FT 
things are found to dz marvellouſly aſftmi 575 
lating. The fights of God, the felt preſ.ũQV7 ..: 
fence ol Sd, 81s fire Which affimitats what heir 
is put into it, to its own likneſs. So 2 10 
Cor. 3. 18. They are ſaid to be changelpfit 
from glory to glory. It always leaves th, } * 
mind more refined and abſtracted from beine 
groſs material things, and changed int them 
the ſame Image. They have a fimilitude | 
of God upon them, who have God nes Ay 


unto * hearts and reins. 
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„ Fonrthly. A vigoroas working of the 
; alert Heaven-ward : A mounting of the 
591 Foul upwards. Now the ſoul ſhews that it 
[0 Wth not forgot its way home again. It is 
38. Nich ſuch ſouls as ſenſibly embrace Chriſt Þ 
re/* Sin the armes of Faith, as it was with Si- 
my Jon, when he took him bodily into his 
Ut Warm. Now ( faith he, let thy ſervant de- 
ES > Wart in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy 
mes Pal vation. 0 1 it would have the wings 
The 2 Dove to fly away from this poltated 
Brorld, this unquiet world, and be at reſt. 


1. Infer. 


I. Then certainly there is an Heaven and 
fate of glory for the Saints. Heaven is no 
ireamor night Viſion. It is ſenſily taſted 
nd felt by thouſands of Witneſſes in this 
orld ; they are ſure it is no miſtake. Gd 
s With them of a truth, in the way of #8 
heir duties. They do not only read of 
glorified eye, but they have ſomething 
df it, or like it in the World. The pure 
g cart do here ſee God, Mat. 3. 8. The 
Fits have not only a Witneſs without 
lem in the Word, that there is a ſtate 
, glory prepared for Believers, bat they 
ave witneſs in themſelves Theſe are 
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not the Teſtimonies of craz'd brains, butWheſ 
of the wiſeſt and moſt ſerious of men Me; 
nor. a few, but a multicude of thenWhac 
not conjecturally delivered, but upon taller 
feeling, and tryal. O, bleſſed be God foi Co 
ſiuch ſenſible Confirmations, ſuch ſWeel pys 
pralibations, 5 * 

0 i 5 2. infer. | ; 2 bo 4 
228. But, O, what is Heaven! and what th 

that ſtate of glory reſerved for the Saints 
] Doth a glimps of Gods preſence in a duty 
go down to the heart and reins ? O how 
unutterable then muſt be that be which is * 8 
ſeen and felt above, where God comes aM'*'< 
near to men as can be? Rev. 22. 3, 4 
The Throne of God and of the Lamb fhall bf 
in it, and his Servants ſhall ſerve him; ani 
they ſhall ſee his face. And 1 The. 4.'17 
And ſoſpall we be ever with the Lord. O whal 
is that ! Ever with the Lord. Chriſtians 
what you feel and taſt here by Faith, i 
part of Heavens glory; but yet Heave! 
will be an unſpeakable ſurprizable to you 
when you come thither fer all that: 
Jt doth not yet apppear what we ſpall bt 

FTT *J- 2 


: og. See then the neceſſity of a 
SR VVV 
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en; Aeſurrection from the dead, according to 


henWhat, 1 Cor. 15. 41. It is ſown in weakneſs, 


taller raiſed in power. how elſe could it be 


| forfCo-partner with the ſoul. in the ineffable 


weel pys of that preſence above. 


X Certainly m Friends, that which is tes 
e a Veſſel to contain ſuch ſtrong liquos 


his, had need be ftrongly hooped ; leſt 
wha filie to pieces, as old 801 


nts : 5 he 
aryl led with new Wine. The Rate of this 


Nortality cannot bear the fulneſs of that 


Wut a clay Veſſel, and can hold no mores 


F "irhat ſpiritual bodies doth the ſtate of 


janz lory require! And ſach they ſhall beg 4 
h, bil. 3. 21. Like unto Chrifts glorious Body | 


"hy 4. Infer. | 


Mothers in the world ? how good is it to 
de near them that are ſo near toGod.Q,it 

ould do a mans heart good to be near 
at Perſon who hath lately had God a 
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butWeſe very bodies into a new mould b,; 


tles do'whem 


* 1 dy. Hold Lord, ſtay thy hand (ſaid @ 
Whoice Chriſtian once ) thy Creature is 


%% tranſient glimpſe of Sed here, be felt 
„the very reins; if it ſo work upon tke 
ery body by ſympathy with the ſoul, O? 


4 Is God ſo near te his People above | 
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40 his Soul. Well might David ſay, Pſal Rur 


IG. 3. Al my delight is in the Saints, and in 5% 
#he Excellent of the Earth. And again, Pſal. 


Fear thee. - O, this is the beauty of Chriſt. « 


; aan fellowſhip ; this is the glory of that % 


tf any thing be alluring in this World, this 


c. 8. 23. of the Jews; the time ſhal 


Society; not the communication of their 
gifts, but the S your of God on their Spirits ee 


IS, 1 Joh. 1. 3: That ye may have fellowſhip leec 
Win h us, and truly our fellowſhip is with the va 
Father, and his Sen Chriſi Feſus. It's ſaid, o 


er ſu 
come when there ſhall be ſuch a preſenceWnofi 
of God among that People, that ten men Con 
our of all Languapes ſhall take hold of the skirtMear 
of him that 15 4 Jew 9 ſay ing: we will BY 


with you, for we bade heard that God ils it 
with you. . 5 > 

_ .Chriſtians, if there were moreof God 
upon you, and in you, others would not 
be tempted to leave your Society, and fall 
in with the Meg. of the World; they our 
would ſay, we will go with you for God here 


with you. 5 os 1 
1 g 5 | 7 of Fd 15 | | | l O 
3 Lafer . from 


*Fifthly, If God be ſo near in the heat 
and reins of his People in * Ol 
$908 how 


Meditations. 22 


Bow aſſiduous ſhould they be in their, 
Pſaluties ? Irs good for Me ro draw .nigh is I 
4 od, Plal. 73. 28. Good indeed? be 
Pſal. orld cannot reward the ex pence of f 
h lime at this rate, with all its glory, Jaws Þ 
riſt- 8. Dram nigh to God, and he wil dram 
that 5% co you Thou meeteſt him that rejoycethe 
heir wer keth Ritghtecuſneſt; thoſe that Rex, 
rits) ember thee in toy ways, Ia, 64. 5. 5 
thig Obj. It wauld be an encouragement in- 
JA] heed, if | might thus meet God in the 
te ay of duty, but that's but ſeldom I cam 
aid, Wo meet God there, in ſo ſenſible pow- 
hallS&rful out-lets of his grace and love. I ann 
:nceWnoſtly dead and cold there. I feel not 
men Communion with God going down to my, 
kirtWeart and reins. e 
Sl. Firſt, You draw nigh to God; bur 
a iis it in truth, or in meer formality? God is * 

only nigh to ſuch as call in truth upoa 
300Wim, Pſal. 145. 18. 5 
nol Scondly, If your hears be ſincere, yet 
fallre they not fluggiſh ?* Do you ftir up | 
heyWyour ſelves to take hold of God ? many, | 
d there be that donor, I/ 64 7. & Cant, 5. 3, . 
Thirdly, Have you not grived the Spir- 

It of God, and cauſed him to withdraw, } 
from you? O, remmber what Pride & Va- 

att ite bath been in you after former mani- 
O eſtztions, Eph. 4. 30. 
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6. Infer. -© + 


6. What ſteddy Chriſtians ſhould all re The 
All Chriſtians be? For lo, what a Seal an Eng 
Witneſs hath Religion in the breaſt of e U 
very ſincereProfeſſor of it? True Chriſt ian this 
G not only hear by report, or learn to : 
Books the reality of it, but feel by exper: 
ence, and have a ſenſible proof of it iſſſit, 
their very hearts and reins z their rein * 
inſtruc them, as it is Pſal. 16. 7. The 
. Jearn by ſpiritual ſence and feeling, that 
Which nothing can give greater confirma 
tion in the ways of God. 
__ There are two forts of kaowledge amon; 
men, Traditional, & the other Experimental 
This laſt, the Apo/tle calls a knowing in ou 
ſelves, Heb.10.34. and oppoſes it to tha 
traditional knowledge which may 
Laid to be without our ſelves, becauſs bot 
Towed from other men. | 
Nom this experience we have of tii 
Powers of Religion in our ſouls is that 9 
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Goanly which fixes a mans ſpirit in the ways 
ou of Sodlineſs. It made the Hebrews take © 

"PI joy fully the ſpoiling of their goods; no ff 
Pare argnments or temptations can wreſt truth 
a but of the hand of experience, xox eft af. 
5 butandum dle guſtu. For want of this, many. ? 
Profeffors turn afide from truth in tile 
: hour of Tryal-O, Brethren, labour to feet © 
Ire 
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| thi 
'S Rom. 7. 2x. 7 find then a Law, that i 
h when I would do good, evil is gy 


. Preſent with we. 1 5 


IHls Chapter is the very Ae | 
of a Chriſtians heart, gives an ac-M F 
count of the moſt ſecret frames: Ev; 
__ & inward workings of it, both low: 
1 2s to Graces and Corruptions z and this muſ 
Verſe is a Compendium of both; for the 
words are a mournful complaint, uttered 
with a deep ſenſe of an inward preflure, by 
We xcaſon of Sin; wherein we are to confi. 
| | ger three things. 

4 The perſon complaining, 


2. The matter of complaint. 
3. The diſcovery of that matter. 


5 The N complaining 1 I 


REY Paul 


wa . 


Paul, though 1 come not behind the chief- 
eſt of all the Apoſtles, though I have been 


heard things unutetrablez yet l for all that, 
find in me a Liw. Never was any meer 
man more deeply ſanctiſied; Never any 


God ; never any did Chriſt more ſervice in 


this world; and yet he found a Law of fia 


in himſelf. wes” 


hat Secondly, The matter of the complaint 4 


. & which conſiſts in a double evil he groaned 
75 under, viz. f 5 


LY 


i ſome time. | 14855 cs 
ac- - Firſt, The preſence of fin at all times} 


mes Evil ( faith he) 5s preſent with me, it fol- 
oth lows me as my ſhaddow doth. Byevikwe - 


this muſt underſtand no other evil but fin, the 
the evil of evils; which in reſpect of power & 


red efficacy, he allo calls à Law, becauſe 8 a 
by Laws by reaſon of their annexed rewards 
aſi- Yand puniſhments, have a mighty power & WM 
efficacy upon the minds of men ; ſo fin ina 


dwelling fin, that root of all our trouble 
and forrow, hath a mighty efficacy upon ug? 

And this is the mournful matter of hig 
complaint; Tis not for outwardAMictiongy 
1 ad : $5 | though | 
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wrapt up into the third Heaven, and 


lived at a higher rate of Communion with ; 


(I. The preſence of fin at all times. 55 21 = 
E The operation of fin, eſpecially at 


fe bo 
bo 


fl 


„ though he hid many; nor for what h 
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faffzre4 from the hands of men, though 
he ſufzred miny grivedus things; but tis 
ſin, dwelling and working in him, that] 
ſwallows up all other rroubles, as Ri. 
vers are loſt in the Sea; this evil was al. 
ways with him, the conſt iat reftleace of 
fin was in his heirt and nature. 
Secondly, And hit farther 14ds to his 
burden, as it dwelt in him at all times, ſo 
it exerted its efficacy. more eſpeically ate 
fome times, aad thoſe the ſpecial times & Hund 


principal ſeaſons in his whole life:M/pen 1a 


would do good ( ith he) any ſpritual good; (X20 
& among the reſt, When | addreſs my (elf of t 
to any ſpirituzl duty, or Heavenly imploy- ther 
ment; when | deftgn to draw near to 60d, may 
& promiſe my ſelf comfort and redreſs in adm 
Communion with him, then is evil preſent, ¶ for 
O, if I were but rid of it ia those 4% f 
'hous, what a mercy ſhould I efteem it, bad 


though I were troubled with it at other wan 


time! Could I bat enjoy my freedom out. 


= would that be ? But then is the ſpecial 
_ feaſor of its operation. Never is fia more 


from it in the ſeaſons ofduty and times of 
communion- with God, what a comfort 


Die ad buſie then at ſuch a time; and 
e. this is my milery and burthen. 


" 


Thirdly, The next thing to be heeded Þ 
here is the diſcovery of this evil to him, 
over which he ſo mourns and laments, 7 
ind 4 Law, faith he, | fiid it (i. e.. 
b iaward ſenſe ſeeling and fad experience. 
e knew there was ſuch a thing as Origin- 
al fin ia the Nitures of men, when he was 
an Unregenerated Phariſee; but though Þ 
he had then the notion of it, he had not the 
fenſe and feeling ef it a5 now he hid; 5 
he now feels What before he traditionally 
under ſtood and talkr of. / find then a Law © 
q d. What or how - others find, 1 
know not, | examine not; ſome may boaſt 
of their gifts, and ſome may talk more il 
then becomes them of their graces ; they ü 
may find excellencies in themſelves, and M 
admire themſelves too much for them: But 
for my part, [find a Law, that when I would |} 
40 good, evil is preſent. I am ſure 1 finda 
it, bad heart in the beſt ſeaſon, a proud dead, 
her wandering, hard heart. I find it wolally 
om ont of order God knows, and this is my, 

s of miſery. ER e 
fort Hence Note. | OR. 
cia Doct. That the beft Chrſtians do ſenſibly 
ore feel, and ſadly. bewail the workings of taesr 
and | corruptions ; and that in the very ſeaſons and 
1. opprotunities of their communion with Gol... 
dun Bring thy thoughts Reader cloſe ro this 


r 


- i a eas 
r 
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i | point; and ſadly ponder theſe three things 
— ũ ¶—x2ꝙ2 
4 = Firſt, In what ſpecial acts Chriſtians uſe x 
— .to fee! the working of their corruptions in 8 
the ſeaſon of their Communion. __ 1] 
Secondly, Why is it that CorruptionsWheſ 


= firs and troubles them more at ſuck times, 
then at others. 3 
Thirdly, Upon what account this is ſofþy t 
great a burden to every gracious heart. 
_ Firſt, As to the firſt of theſe, namely, 
the ſpecial actings of Corruption in the 
ſeaſon of Communion, they are ſuch as 
have a natural aptitude & defign to deſtroy 
all Communion betwixt God and the ſoul, Mo dc 
_ Gal. 5. 17. The fleſh lufteth againſt theſWecor 
_ ſpirit, It's contrary to the ſpirit, and byWre g 
WE reaſon of that contrariety, a poor Chriſti- ion 
na4qn cannot doſthe things that he would. Sce 
How many times have ſome Chriſtians ed b 
lamented this upon thier knees, with bleed - ies is 
ing hearts and weeping eyes ? Lord I came 
_ bhicher to enjoy thee; I hop'd for ſome 
as light, ſtrength & refreſhment in this duty. 
= | opromil'd my ſelf a good hour; my heat 
began to warm and melt in duty ; 1 was 
We nigh to the expeRition and deſire of my 
_ foul „ the unbelief of my heart hath ſeper- 
We ated betwixt me and my God, and with- er tai. 
Be held good things from Me. Three e th 
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"Meditations. 37 
inge Three things are requiſite ctoCommun.. 
Pon with God in duties. WET, 
ale - Firſt, Compoſedneſs of thoughts. 
is in Secondly, Activity of Faith, - - A 
7 Thirdly,” Excitation of affections, & all 
ions theſe are ſenſibly obſt rocted by innate Cor- 


- 


neyWuption : For by in-dwelling ſin. 
5 Firſt, The order of the ſoul is diſturbed Mi 
is ſoy the ſending forth multitudes of vain 
t. I impertinemt thoughts to infeft and di- 
ely, Wract the ſoul in its approaches to God, 
the he ſenſe of this evil gave occaſion to that 
1 as rayer, Pſal. 86. 11. Unite my heart © 
roy fear thy Name. How much have we 
o do with our own hearts upon this 
ccount every day? Abundance of rules. 
Ire given to cure this evil;but the corrup- 
ion of the heart makes them all neceſſary. 0 
Sceondly, The Activity of Faith is clog- 
ed by natural unbelief: O, what difficul- 
ies is every work ofFaith carried through? 
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ame Lord I believe, help my unbelief, Mar. 9. a4. 
ome t cramps the hand of Faith in every part 


f its work; the ſoul ſenſibly ſeels it ſelf 
ound and fetter'd by its own unbelief, ſo 
hat it cannot aſſent. with that fulneſs, 
learneſs, and determinateneſs that it 
ould, It cannot apply with that ſtrength, 
ertainty, and comfort it deſires; & thus 
e the wings of Faith pinion'd, that when 
| | we 
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we ſhould ſoar aloft in the higheſt acts of F 
ſweet communion with God, we can but ro! 


Flutter apon the Earth, and make ſome 
| weak eſſays and offers Heaven-ward, which 
often are furſtrated and put by, thro the 
unbelieſ that is in us, Thirdly, The exita-W 


by reaſon of that natural deadneſs & hard- 
| nels that is in the heart. Alas ! It's 
naturally an heart of ſtone, and as eaſie i 
is to diſolve or melt the Rocks inte a ſwee 
Pyrup, as the heart of man into Heavent 
affections towards Ged. There is ſcarc 
any one thing in this world that Chriſti- 
ans more paſſionately bewail, and are 
more ſenſibly aifited ſor, thin the dead. 
= nefs&hardneſs of their own hearts Not kin 
is found ſufficient ſometimes to effect, ane 
riaiſe them;yet if they be not excited outo 
their torpor & ſtupidity, they cannot hay 
Communion with God in duties. 
_ -Sccondly. And if we enquire into the 
WE reaſons why poorChriftians find themfelvaſh 
more iafeſted by natural Corruption it 
ſeaſons of duty, than at other times, the re- 
fons are obvious to him that cenſiders, 


That 4 


t. N 
her 


1, Duty irritates it, ' 
3. God permits it to be ſo. rin 
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s off - Firſt, Corruption is irritated by duty, its 

but provoked by that which bridles & purges | 
„mel : Nothing is found more deſtractive toSing Þþ 
nich hen Communion with God is, and theres 


the ore nothing makes a fiereer ers to- 
dit ll fellowſhip and communion betwixt the 
cul;Wou! and its God, then fin doth. As Wat- 
ard. ers ſwell and rage when they are obſtruct Þ} 

| relied by a dam, ſo do our Carruptions, whene 


obſtructed & check'd by duty. Sin would 


ain make men leave praying, and Prayer | 


. 


The Devil is aware that one hour of | 


elveifeloſe ſpiritual and bearty converſe wit“? 
e : S 
n inff&od in Prayer, is able to pull down what 
e re- de hath been contriving and building many, Ml 


a year, Now this envious Spirit having am, iſ 
_ 1 ſable acceſs to the phanſie, that buſie ant if 

nraly power of the ſoul, will not bs 
— Fronting to create jock figmeats and noti- ON 
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Adependance upon them, and glorying in 
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1 | confidence in our duties, amidft ſuch ſenfi- 
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Dall be enjoyed & ſeen in more perfection 


FX "i bons in the very ſeaſon of its tcommunion 
with God. For, f 


— 


WE ns in it, as like a rapid ſtream ſhall carry 


_ away the ſoul & all its thoughts in duty. 


I 


WE cir hearts from God at ſuch times! 


9 People, permits it to be ſo. 


* 2 
' - This Thorn in the Fleſh keeps them 


We kumble ; theſe lamented deſtructions and 


E0rreptions in their duties deſtroys their 


them. For if we be fo prone to pride and 


= 


Se. ; 
3 


le workings and minglings of Corruption 
| with them, what ſhould we be if they 
Were more pure and excellent ? Thee 
Things alſo make the Saints weary of this 
& | World, and to groan within themſelves 
= | after the more perfect ftate, wherein God 


\ 


[ 


1: 
n 
4 37 1 1 

„ 


Thirdly, This in the mean time cannot 
W | but be a very grievous affliction and preſ- 
wäre to the gracious ſou}, to be thus 
= clog'd and infeſted by its own Corrupti- 


and ſatisfaction. But 


nk, By this the-ſoul is rendred ver) 
"ae i” 
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Ob, what -« doe have moſt -Chriſtians | 
00 prevent, the fallies and excurftons of 


j =  T[hirdly, As Satan exerciſes it ſo the 
= Wiſe and Holy God, for good ends to his 


rrp 
uty. 
ians 
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than to behold vil, aud canſt not look 1 


wait upon a poor Worm till it be at lei- 


lits phanſie ? Oh, how provoking an evil 
em | 
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unſaitable to that holy preſence it ap- 
proaches, Hab. I. 13. Thou art of purer eyes | 
2 
Maſt the great and bleſſed Goc“ 


Iniguity. 


— . — 


ſure to attend him ? Muſt he be forſakes 
for every trifle that comes in the way of 


* 
22 ; 2 
rr OT To or noy 
** . 


is this! Surely Gad heareth not Vanity, ne. 
ther will the Almighty regard it, Job ä 
35. 13. This unſuitableneſs of our. ſpirits 


faces with ſhame, as it did, Ezra. 9:6. & 
my God, I am aſhamed, and even bluſh ts 
look up unto thee, : EY _— 

Secondly, By. this thoſe benefits and AY 
comforts are intercepted, which are better 1 
then liſe, There is a ſenſible preſence” f 
God, there are manifeſtations of pardons | 4 
peace, and love; there are anointings of nl 
the ſpirit; there are a thouſaad mercizz |, 
of this kind, that in their ſeaſons are - 
communicatd to men in the way ofduty;8& al 
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to the Lord, cannot do leſs than cover our | 


3 " | 
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would it not grive a man to the very hett 
& ſoul, to be defeated of thoſe ineſtimable 4 ; 
treaſures, by the breaking forth of Un= Mt 


vi 


belief, Pride, or Vanity of his own heart; 
when ſuch mercies are almoſt in his hand %. 
leur Injquites ( faith the Prophet ) have Il 
0 2 __ " Teparatd, 
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 Sacramental 
ſeperate betwixt you and your God, 
n your ſins. have hid his face from you 
rat he will not hear, Ia. 79. 2. O cruel 
covering! O diſmal Cloud I that hides the? a 
= face ofGod from hisPeople, that they can't „ 
3 4 * behold it. Wherefore am I come ſrom Ge- 
30 Mur ( faith Abſalom) if I may not ſee the 
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_ knces, faith 1 Criſtian, if I may not ſee 
= Sod. Daties are nothing to me without 


remains but a dead carcaſe, without life 


dry. and taſteleſs things to me with- 
deut God His manifeſted favours,are the 
very life of my life, and from this the 
-" Corruption of my heart have cut me off. 


«Excellency of duties are defaced. Theſe 
dead flies ſpoil that excellent Oyntment; 
for wherein conſiſts the beauty and tru: 
excelle ncies of duties, but in that ſpiritualſ 
 Fty and Heavenly temper of foul, with 


the matters- of your ſhame and ſorrow 


1 5 20=s 


God: The World and all its comforts are 


* Thirdly, By theſe things the beauty and 


which they are performed? This makes 
Them ſuitabie to their object, Joh. 4. 24 
take away ſpirituality from duties, & ther 
you may number them among your fins 


Take away the heart from duty, and whal 
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or beauty? ? | 
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Fourthly, By theſe things gracious ſouls 
are greatly puzled and perplexed about Þ 
their eſtate and condition. This is the 
ſountaio ef their ſears and doubtings. O, 
when a man feels ſuch deadneſs in his heart 
towards God, ſuch ſtiffneſs in his will to the 
will of God, ſuch a liſtleſs careleſs temper, Mi 
to all that is ſpiritual ? How (thinks he * 9 
can this conſiſt with a renewed ſtate ank 
temper ? Sure no Chriſtian is troudled 
with ſuch a heart as mine is; eſpecially, 
when it ſhall be found in its ordinary 
courſe ſo free, nimble and indefatigable u 
its purſuits and entertainments of things 
Fenſual and earthly. There it is as the 
Chariots of Aminaaab, but here, like PH. 
roahs Chariots; there it as much needs the 
Curb, as it doth. the Spur here, Lord, faites 6 
the poor ſoul, I know not What to do 18 ' 
Ido not look int@ my heart I cannot be 
ſincere; & if I do, I can have no comfort. 
This is a ſad perplexity ind e ed. 14 
Fifthly & laſt ly, By theſe things theSpirit 
of God is grie ved, & that which grie ves 
him cannot but be a grief and burthen vo 
us: His motions are quenchd by theſe 
* Corruptions, his ſanctify ing deſigns (86 
Yo nuch as lies in us ] obbſt ructd by them il 
furely then there ” caough: why ay 
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W272 Sacramental 
= - Chriftian ſhould follow every vain thought et} 
_ with a deep ſigh, and every ſtirring of un: . 
belief with a fad tear. IT 
41 The uſeſulneſs of this point is great, and pet 
=_ exceeding ſerſonable, when we are to draw gui 
= 'Aaigh to God, and addreſs our ſelves to ſpi- ] he: 
ritual duties; It may to great purpoſe be] ver 
' ot + Improved by ways e ric 
_— —- 1. Information. - ma 
_ 0 Tre 8 wil 
} +52" 4 3. Confolation: _ : ſou 
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We may greatly improve it for our In- 2 
formation in the following particulars. be 
I. Hence we may take our meaſures offl o 
the wonderful and aſtoniſhing grace and i: 
condeſcenſion of God to his People, who the: 
nmotwithſtanding all that evil which is pre- our 
ſent with them in the good they do, will ural 
not rej: ct their perſons or duties for all that evil 


= — 
— — 
— 


— an — 
= * _— ITE : 
— 
n * ar i 
2 — - A 


— — 1 * _ 
— ART. ——_— + 
2 1 2 


3 in E — FT 4 . — td 
* . 3 eee - 
e Totes — * 
PR YN 5 n , ** 1 — 
4 VE" * | 


7 


4 — 0 yr z 
—— — - = * 
* S 
_ w 1 bl 
ral phi ns Fidtns hems eee 
5 — —— . 
0 * of * F # = 


— Eur 
2 5 =O 


1 * . 2 8 

” a 7 A _ * * 0 * 7 7 5 | 

34 *© . . 

Lis ile voice of my Beloved; behold he come, 
* 3 ; 0 
= 408. { 1 - > 1 0 I * A * « 
U — 1 1 0 » 
l 35 by > : « ' | ; P 


_ 


| "Meditations. 35 
eth leapiug over the Miuntains, iping over | 
the Hills, It is the Voice of my Rr ! 
That abrupt cutted expreſſion ſhews 4 
perfect ſurprize. She ſaw mountains. of 
guilt and un worthineſs betwixt Chriſt aud 
her Soul, & yet behold he comes skiping o- 
ver thoſe mountains & hills: O free Grace! 
rich and admirable grace, which with ſo WM 
many motwithſtandings and nevertheleſſes, Þ 
will ſave and comfort the poor unworthy 3 
foul f- 54000 hh en er COR 
2. How little reaſon have any of us tao 
be proud of our beſt performances!There'is i 
not a juſt man upon Earth, that doth good . Mi 
ſinneth not, faith Solomon, Eccleſ. 7 20. f 
there be ſomething ſupernaturally good ian 
our duties, yet there is abundance of nat- Mt 
ural evil commixed with that good; the 
evil is wholly ours, the good wholly Gods: 
we have no reaſon then to glory in our 
beſt performances. "22% oy 20 RO 
It hath been a queſtion with ſome, he- 
ther ſome ſhort tranſi2at act of regenarate 
ſouls may not be free from fin; but it was 
never queftion'd Whether ay cohtiau- WU 
ed act, auch leſs a courſe of actions cou lf 
be withbut ſin. Epil will be preſeat with 
[us in all we do, twill be with us in oat i 
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46 Dacramental 

= of the holy God, in the moſt high and ſo- 
lemn duties of Religion; in the moſt pure 
& ſpiritual actions tnat paſs from. us; ceaſe 
then as from dependance, ſo. from 
Pride and Conceitedneſs in all you do 


Whilſt our natures are ſanfifed: but inf 
part, and our principles mixt, our duties *** 
& performances can never be pure. n bg 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean} & 


Wo. ove, Job 14. 4. . 

= _y. How are we all obliged to bleſs God ©? © 
for Feſus the Mediator, to make us & out << 
ſinful duties acceptable to God ? Sid were W. 
our caſe if thisHighPrieft did or bear th 

Iniguity of aur holy things, 1s it is, Exod. 28 
38. 'Tis his Oblation and laterceſſion that . 
_ obtains and continues our pardon for our m 
_ Prayer-fins, our Hearing- ſins, our Sacra- 5 
_ ment-fins : Theſe alone would eternally £29 
" damn us, if we had no. other, did not free cer 
grace make us accepted in the Beloved; Eph. fr 01 
. 6, When evil is preſent with us, t hen ſha 
_ is Chriſt, our Advocate, preſent with the W 
Katzer for us; and thence it is that we are to | 
not deſtroyed upon our knees, and that the 


? we jealoufic of God breaks not forth as if \ 
tire to devour us in our very duties. | Hap 
4. cril be preſent with us, yea, inher- 110 
reed 
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external occaſions of fin, and to keep a cloſe 


guard upon their ſenſes, eſpecially When 


they have te do with God! $5 

There's danger envugh from within, you 
need not open another door from without. 
This natural corruption is too active jn it 
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had Chriſtians then to watch againſt the 


% 


ſelf if there be no. ir ritation by any exter- 


nal occaſion; now much more when the 
eye and ear are open and unguarded, and 
occaſions. are offer'd it from without. 
Watching is half the work of a Chriſtian, 
whilft he is praying, Eph. 6. 18. The 
Arabian Proverb is as inftrutFive as it is 
myſtical; ſnut the Windows that the Houle 
my. De one. Re 

5. If evil be preſent when we would do 
good, if it infeſt us in eur beſt duties; then 
certainly there is no reſt to be expected 


from God's People in this world. Where 
ſhall. we go to be free from fin; if any 
where, lets go to our Cloſets, to our knees, 
to the Ordinances of God; yea, but even 


there evil is and will be preſent with us, 
if we cannot be free from evil there, it's 


in vain to expect it elſe where in this 
world. Oaly in Heaven Believers. reſt i 
from fin, when once they are abſent from 
the body, and preſeat with the Lord, Na 
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ſhall no more be preſent with them; which 
ſhould make all that hate fin, long for Hea- 
ven, and be willing to be-diffolved, and be 
with Chriſt. 2. For Direction. 
Let all that experimentally ſenſe & feel 
what the Apoſtle here mourns over, care- 
fully attend ſuch directions as may prevent 
the ſpoil of their duties by the working ol 
their corruptioas in them. | 
Though no rules are found ſufficient to 
prevent wholly the influence of ourCorup: 
tions upon our duties, yet own it a ſpecial 
mercy, if it may in any meaſure be preven- 
ted, or reſtrained ;in order whereunto, [ 
mall hint briefly theſe following rules, 
which the experience of many Chriſtians 
hath. recommended as exceeding uſefull in 
2 „ 
Firſt, Be more diligent in preparation for 
your duties, if you would meet with leſs in- 
terupt ion in your duties. The very light of 
nature teacheth folemn preparation to all 
important & weighty buſineſs, & is there 
more ſolmn & concerning buſineſs in all 
the world, then that which thou TRE 


greatneſs and awful holineſs, Eſa, 6. 3. 
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nick When you ſtretch. forth your hands L 


lea-It is required that you firſt prepare your 
| be earts, Job 11. 12. „ 
u. Secondly, Realixe the preſence of God in 
teel l your duties, und awe yorr hearts al that 
are · o are able by that confideration. O, think 
what piercing holy eye beholds thy heart, 
and tries thy reins. Wouldſt thou not be 
really aſhamed, if thy thoughts were but 
ocal-to men, and the workings and wand- 
ings-of thy heart viſible to thoſe chat joyn 
with the in thee ſame duty? O, if the pre- 
.{Wence of God were more realized, certainly 
your hearts would be better ſecured againſt. 
the incurſions of your Co rruptions. _. © 
Thirdly, Labour for a deeper meaſure & . 
legree of Sanctiſication; many other rules 
are but Spirizal Anodynes, to give preſent - 
eaſe; but this is the way to a real Cure: 4 ä 
thouſand thnigs may be found helpful to ⁵ 
put by à vain thought for the preſent, but 
t returns again, and ic may be with more 
trength:'This is the proper method to dry 
the /pring, when others are but attempts 
to diver the fKream. IM habits of grace 
were more deeply radicated, ads of grace 
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would be more 1 do us, and flow more 


Preely from us. 
Laſtly, Conider 
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ly a: fin, but an affronting of God to his 
Face; this grieving of his Spirit, the ſpoil 


obe infernalis, an helliſh Bar or Remora to 
a2 ſweet intercourcourſes of the ſoul with 
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Chriſtian, is this thy caſe? Are all the 


=  ceinpariſen with this evil which is preſent 


evil thou wouldſt rather then live be freed 
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your evil, to vent it [ſelf in the ſpe 
cial preſence of God in duties. See how Paul 
mourns over it in the Text. It is not on- 


of thy duty ; it is ( as one aptly calls it) 


1. „ 3. W! 
But whilft I am repreſenting the evil 0 
ſome, it may be there are others overwhel- 
med with the ſerrowfull ſenſe of it even 
to diſcouragement and deſpondency . Poor 


Affiictions in the world nothing to thee in 


with thee, when thou wouldeſt do good, 
Well, though thou canſt not do the good 
thou wouldſt, nor free thy ſelf yet from the 


from ; There are four things that may be 
much to thy relief to thy penſive ſoul. | 
Firſt, Though the preſence of evil even i 


| thy beſt duties be (ad, yet thy grief and affli- 


ion for it is ſweet. That is a fad fn, bu 
this is a ſweet /ign c It is not' beart-evils, 
heart-wanderings in duties, hardneſs, and 


| unbelief that Hypacrites mourn for, buli 


grols and external evils. Let this troubl 
On Oe OW. RO 


Is „ 
a” 
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Joe for ſin comfort thee, when the preſence of _ 
Paull fin grieves thee. 
on- Secondly, God accepts n cher; 4 
>. hi what yon de fincerely, though yon can de no- 
poilf thing purely and perfectly, Cant. 5. 1. Your Þ 
it) H fincerity is your Evangelical perf-Qion, the 
a to fl evil that is preſent is not imputed; the 
vith good that is preſent, is ( notwithſtanding 4 
that commixed evil) accepted, which is 
ſtrong conſolation. | 
Thirdly, You find your caſe was the caſe of 
bleſſed Paul, 4 man of Sanct ity. And if yow i 
conſult all the Saints, one by one, you w-wil 
find them all ſick of this diſeaſe; ſo that 
your* caſe is not ſingalacr. 1 
Fourthly, Tour Juftiſicat ion, it perfelt 1 
and without ſpot, though your: Sancti cats 
be not ſo; and the time is coming Wůũ wa 
your Sanctification ſhall be as yoar Juſtifica« 
tion is; and after that no more cmplaints 
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. . | E Ph. x: 13, i whom alſe, after oh 2 
__ ' 3 ye were Sealed with 2 
the holy” & Spirit of Promiſe.” 


; RO * doxology and Toene 
Thankſgiving, ver. 3. the Apoſtle 
. _enummrares the principal Chriſtian 
K -prilviledges that gaye toe occaſion 
_ of ha: Thanksgiving, among which, this in 
yl 1 & Text is not the leaſt, Though laſt 
. es. 


1a one verſe we have the Two noble 
s of Faith difplaid ; Iis direct act call'd 
rim & its reflex * which in order of 

mature and time follows it, and is implied 

wie word Sealing. 

Ia latter clauſe (to which [ ſhall con- 

f 1 Aae any Mditations 2 four rhings muſt be 
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The T Author J of Aﬀarance, _.. 
„„ 
1. The Subject of Aſſurante, which is & 

can be no other thin aSeul that hath clas 4% 

ſed withChrift byFaith,reflex 2&s unecefla- Mi 

rily preſuppoſe direct ones. Never was any. ſl 

Wl Vabeliver Sealed, except to Damnation > 7 

bat Aſſurance is pecul arly the Prerogative of + 
dd He TER 

ith 2. The Nature of Aﬀurance, he calls it. nl 

NRsealing; an apt metaphor te expreſs the nM 
| nature of it. For Afyrance like a Sealy” 

einn both confirms,declares, and diſtisgaiſnes3 

ſtle it confirms the Grant of God, d 8 

tian clares the parpoſe of God, & diſtingnimes 

fon Iſl the perſon ſo privileds'd from other mew,” ⁵⁶ü 
iin 3. The Author of Afurance, Which is 
lat the Spirit, he is the Keeper of the great 

Seal of Heaven, and it's his Office te con=. = 
oble firm theBelievers right& intereſt in Chriſt 

a11'd ind Heaven, Rom. 8. 16. 

r of 8 Lzſily . The Quality of this Spirit 4 

lied Affurance, or the Sealing Spirit, he Seals im 

the quality of an holy Spirit, and ef the 

con · Spirit of Promiſe, as an holy Spirit, relat*s ⁵⁶ 
ft be] ing to his previou: ſanRifying work ages 
the ſealed Soul. As the Spirir of promiſe, 


—_ 


bog the Sealing of the Spirit, than at a Sea- 


1 Thed, than ia ſatisfying theſe five Queries 
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ſpent ing the BEN or n = 
ufe of by him in this his - Sealing work; 


UC ' For he Seals by opening & applying the 7 
promiſes to Believers from the Spirits c or- s 
der. „ 

The Note will be this. 3 | fen 

| Dost. C0 


14 the priviledge of Sealing fhows the 


925 of Believing. 
There is no ſeaſon more proper to treat 


ling Ordinance ; nor can | handle the Spi- 


Tits ſealing work in a more profitable me- 


particularly ; and then applying of the 
whole. 5 

ei. What is the Spirits Sealing, and how 
performed? 
it. . 2+ + Sand are Sealed till they Be. | | 
= „„ : 
bi, 23. Whether all Believers are Sealed? 9a 
Wl 4. 1 is the Ppriviledge of being Sea- 

: JE Hm 

What are the effefts of the Spit 
i 5 


— * 


Fi et: What Fs 1 Que ir, its 2 vr 


* bow # Fe it nn. * 2 auer 


or k; 


(wer. 1 


Meditations. 


The Sealing of the Spirit, is bie siving 
a ſure and certain teſtimony to the reality 


of that work of grace he hath wrenght J 
in our Souls, and to our intereft in Chrit 


and the Promiſes; thereby ſatisly ing our 


fears and doubts about. our CRATE ad | 


condition. f 


5 


Every matter of weight and concrne = 
ment is to be proved by two 5 


Witneſſes, Deut. 19. 15. our ſincerity and 


intereſt in Chriſt are matters of the 


deepeft concernment to us in all the 
world, and therefore need a farther. wit= 


neſs to confirm and clear them that of A 
our own fpirits; the ſpirit it ſelf there= 


fore bears witneſs with our Spirits, Rome 


8. 16. Three things concur to Lhe * 5 


Sealing work. | N 
He \Sauctifies the ſoul. : 


He irradiates and clears that work «t} 
Sanctification. | 


He enables it thereby to apply Promiſes 


The firft ifhi terial or Ae. 1 | 
Litter his formal Sealing, BY! 
| None but the Spirit of Sad can clear | 4 


and confirm our title to Chriſt, far he 


only ſearcheth the dezp thiags of God, i 


1 Cir: 2. 10 and. it's. his Office, Row. 1 
0 10 micagh Ah. var. 3 *. 


. — 
* 


2 


| _ Seal or Witneſs of the Spirit ma 
A ws be true and certain, becanſe Omniſ- 
ſeience and Truth are his eſſential proper- 
ties: He is Omniſcient, 1 Cor. 2. Io. and 
therefore cannot be deceived himſelf: He 
_ Js tke Spirit of Truth, Foh. 14 17. and 
—_— Phercfore cannot deceive us; ſo that his 
Teſtimony is more infallible & ſatisfatory 
han Voice from Heaven, 2 Pet. 1.19, 
If an Angel ſhould appear and tell us 
Chriſt had ſaid to him, Go and tell ſuch 
® man, that I love him, that I ſhed mv 
blood for him, and will fave him; it could 
nerer give that repoſe ard ſatisfaction te 
the mind as the internal Witneſs or Seal 
'of the Spirit doth; for that may be a de- 
Tuken, but this cannot. The witneſs of 
dur own heart may amount to a ſtrong 
probability; but the witneſs of the ſpirit 
_— 5 demonſtration, 1 Joh. 4. 24. 
So chat 28 it is the d- en and work of 
— $4: to caſt in doubts and fears into gra” 
1 1 to perplex and intangle 'em, 
e oppofitely it is the work of the Spur 
s clear and ſettle the fanctified ſoul, 
it irh peice and joy in believing, Tb 
= 26.7. Nom. 14 17. 
Is Sc:ling he both atteſts the N 
= Weir ur, the dockt ine or object of Faith 5 
rn wenn 5 55 
— | 5 ” 


„ Mebttattens "7 | 


bit, 6 3 grace of Faith; Of the Den he 
ſaith, this is 1 Word, of the latter, this 
is my Work; & his Seal of Teſtimony is e= 3 


$.20. So that What he ſpeaks in.gur hearts,” 
and what he faith in the Scripture, are 
his | evermore concordant and harmonions teſ- 
"ry 8 timonies, - | 

: To conclude. in Sealing the Believer; he 
us deth not make uſe of an audible Voice, 
ich nor the Miniftry of Angels, nor inamedj- | 


vermore 2greeable to the written werd,J/a. } 


my te and excraordinary revelations; but 


uld he makes uſe of his own Graces implanted 


to in our ROSE TS CONT his own promiſes written 1 


eal in the Scriptures; and in this method he 
de- | uſually brings the doubting trembling . 
of ry of the Believer to reſt and comfort. 


"NS fo th * ERA 
rit 2. . | SY 


ing | 1 
en | 
ſons in the ſtate of nature and unbeliefy 


comforts bufft thereupon. This is evi- 
dent from Matth. 7.22. Many will fay unto | 
SA ay "day, ge, Goo — wot WW 

fed in thy Neme And Job. & 54 1 
7 whom je ſay That be ir your” Gra; and you” 


* OTE LW 


Cw. 
BS \ & 
- 3 4 


Aer br denied but that many 2 nn 
may habe grounded confidences, and falls, | . 


""Sacramental . 


ja 4a wot known him. And beyond a} 
is that ſtartling Scripture, Heb. 6. 4 5. 
Who were once enlightened, and haue t aſt ed 
e the Heavenly gift, and were made par. 

takers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have t aſt ed 


tribe good Word of Gad. and the powers of the 


- World to come, if bey fall away, &e. 
But for any except real Believers to 
have thoſe Witneſſes and Sealings of the 


1 = Spirit deſcribed above, is utterly impoſſi 
dle, and will evidently. 11 85 to . ſo 
3 whether we conſider 


I I Author, 
Nature 3 8 
| The © - Object 4 of this work. 
: Mediums 8 


End and deſign. 

"Firſt Confider the Author of this work 
the Spirit of God, who is an Holy Spirit, as 
the Text calls bim, and the Spirit of Truth, 
as Chrift call} him, J,. 14, 17. and it 
cannet be that evzer he fhould give teſti 
mony to a lye, or give a falſe: witneſs, quiie 
croſs te. the vety tenour of the written 


Vora, as he maſt do, ſhould he Seal-an 


U ib: ljever. What though they be Bled, 
vet wulft Urregenerite, they have 10 
manu intereft in Chriſt and the Promiles, 
ai ctacrefre cia have none Seiled by the 
1 * Prins at # adicare de eſſe quam de 
_ 1 re 


u ds 
ſets 


;. To know that we know, is a reflex 
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cognoſci; we muſt be Saints before we can 
de ace te de fo 8 


Secondly : Conſider but the nature tt 
this werk, and it cannot be, that eber aan 


Uabeliever ſhould be Sealed by the Spirit. 
For aſſurance is preduced in our fouls by 
the reflexive acts of our Faith. The Spi- 


Writ helps us to refl:& upon what hath been 
done by him formerly upon our hearts. 


Hereby we know that we know him, 1 Joh. 2. 


at; now it's impoſſible there ſhould be a 


refles before there hath been a direct act. 


No man can have the evidence of his Faith, 
before the habit be infuſed, and the vital 
ict firſt performed. „ wh 


Thirdly, Confider the obje matter, te 


which he Seals, and it will be found'to be 


his own Sanctifying operations upon our : * 
hearts, and conſequently tour priviledgeg - 


in Chrift, Rem 8. 16. 1 Fob. 3. 24. The 
thing or matter atteſted is, that Chriſt a- 
bideth in us, and that we are the CkHildrea 


of God. But no ſuch thing can be Sealed 


till we believe, for neither our Adoption 
nor Sanctifica tion can be before Faith. , 


Forth ly, Conſider the Medium or in- 


ſtruments uſed by the Spirit in bis Sealing 
work, the promiſes are his Tealing jiuſtru- 


ments, and on that account he is call de 
bt pO = Spirit 


3 me n 
— 
* * 
k « 

* 
' * 


8 acra1 m dental 


| 55 5 Promiſe in the: Text: Not only 
; becauſe be is the Spirit promiſed but a 


_— the Promiſes contain the ſpirit, lo- the 


Spirit aſes the Promiſes (i. e.) clears 
them to our underſtandings, and helps 
ns to apply them to our fouls ; but tai 
he never doth, nor can do, till the ſol 


dy Faith have nnien with Chriſt; for 


till then it hath no right in the pro- 
8 
Fiſthly nd laſtly: 8 the 1 3 
deſiga of this work of the Spirit, which 
is to ſecure to the ſoul its peace, pardon 
and ſalvatien in Chriſt, he ſeals Believers 
- to the day of Redemption, Eph 4 30. (i. e.) 
to their cempleat Salvation: So then it 
muſt be equally impeſſibſe for an Unbe: 
never to de ſealed as to be ſaved. | 
3. Query. 
"The next Enguiry is, NEE. all Beliew: 
vers are Sealed by the S _— 
Anſw. _ * 
The reſolution of this Query- will de- 
end upon ſeveral diſtinctions that pk 
made Ao, this matter. 8 
DiftiniFion, 3 
F wel diftingaifh the different 
Kinds of the Spirit ſealing ; all his Sealing 
work is not of one kind, nor te one and 
the. Tame vic In end. 
There 


nly 
48 
the 
2475 
eps 
this 
on) 
for 
ro- 
I & 
nich 
don 
VETS 
. e.) 
u it 
abe: 


ie v. 


de- 
nuſt 


rent 
ling 
and 


here 


There is an Objective Seal which di- 
ſtinguiſnes the perion, and à Formal Sea! 
which clears and ratifies his intereſt in 
Chriſt and Salvation. The firſt he doth in 
Sanctifying us; the ſecond in Aſſur img us. 

When he Seals vs Obhjectively, that is, 
when he Sanctifies us really by the iafuſi- 
on of grace, he Seals us by way of diftinc= 7 
tion from other men, which is one end of . 


Sealing ; for though in reſpe& of God's 4 | 


decree and purpoſe there was a difference 
betwixt us and others before time, 2 Tim. 


2. 19 And although in regard of Chriſts, Þ 7 


intention in his death, there was a diffe- 
rence betwixt us and others, John 17. 9. 
yet all this while there is no perſenal, ac-. 


tual difference betwixt us and others, tik 
$ar ctification de make ane, Eph. 2. 3. ank 


5 
1 4 8" 
bd C 


1 Cor. 6. 11. But the Sant fication of the 
Spirit makes a real difference in the it ate 
ind temper of the perſon, 2 Cor. 5. 17. & 


manifeſts that difference which Election 
pet betwixt us and others befere time, 


1 Theſ. z. 4, 5- And yet all this While 4 


man mav net be formally Sealed ( «. ., 


his SanQification may be very doubttal to 
himſclf, and he way labour under great | 


lears aboat it. 
225 2. Diſt inction. 


The ſeaſons of theSpirits ſealing muſt be 


diſtinguiſhd J 
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= 2 SDacramental Þf 
—_ cJciſtinguiſhed;; and theſe are to ſome; 77. 
pirſt: lamediately upon the ſouls firſt Nee 
—_—_ cloſfizg with Chriſt at Converſion, eſpeci- the 
ally when Converſion is wrought at ripet p 
Age, and is uther'd in by<# greater degree 
of the ſpirit of bondage, and deep inward 
E terrors. Thus the Prodigal (the emblem 
of a Convert ſo brought home to Ged) 
wis entertained with the fatted Calf and 
© Muſick, but all fiad not this preſently, 
bone do. | „ 
Secoendly: Times of eminent Commu- 
aion with God are Sealing times: There 
are extraordinary out-lets of Peace, Joy, 
ad Comfort, at ſome ſeaſons in duty, 
Which makes the fiate of the ſou! very 
_ Clcar ; a& baniſkes all fcruples and fears 
from the heart. 
_ Thirdly: Others are Sealed upon ſome 
eminent hazard they have been expoſed te 
for Chriſt; or ſome extraordinary (uſfer- 
_ ings they have undergone fer Chriſt; 
—_ -whetcin: they carried it with emienen 
S_ meckaoeſ, patience, and ſelf-denial, 2 Cor 
4, 5. Thus the Martys were many times; 
_ Scaled in the depth of their ſufferings. 
_ _ Fourthly: It is uſually found that 4 
Sealing time follows a dark day of defer. ſj 


tion, and ſore combats with. temptation. 
VP. 2. 


] ; 


47: 


Fat Nubils Phayss, So that Text, Re 


— | S 7 


= 


1 


. = | WW 2 "» 
17. is expounded by ſeme, Te him that 7 C 
vercometh will I give the white flone, 8s 
the wew name. ci, 
Fifthly - Dying times prove ul 4 
times to many iss if their own its 
have been like that” eſcrived. oy = 
Prophet, Zech. 14. 17. nent b ou 78 | 
lv,ht, a life betwixt hopes and Far » FE 
a: Evening-time it hath been ! 


We 


3. Din - =p - 
Laſtly : We muſt diſtinguiſh the ſeve2 il 
ral ways and manners ef Sealing, Seme 
are extraordinary and immediate, venchſa® 
fed only te ſome Perſons, at ſome ſpeciak Ml 
times and ſeaſens, Thus Zacheus was im 
an extraordinary and immediate way. al» 
certained of his Salvation, Zuk. 19. 9. This ll 
day is Salvation come to this Houſe, And 
ſo the Palfie-man, Mark 2. 5. Son ( faith 
Chriſt ) 2 fins be forgiven thee, But 
theſe immediate ways are ceaſed ; ne mas 
may now expect by any new Revelation 
orSign from Heaven, by any Voice, or ex- 
Iraordinary Inſpiration to have hissalvati- 
on ſealed, but muſt expect that mercy in 
Gods ordinary way and method, ſearch- 
ng the Scriptures, examining our ow 
hearts, & waiting on the Lord in. prayers 
The Learned ON gives an inftance 


Sacramental 


$4 one that had been long upon the bor 

Aers of deſpair, and at laſt A Coeetly a ſſurec 80 
And ſettled; and being asked how he at: h 
Zained that Afﬀarance,be anſwered. Non ex * 
wowue aligug e eee Nec. Not by an 


new revelation, ub ſubjectim d my gn 


em! 

— — 12. 48d comparing my hear ſuc! 
my Ven word. AY a 
© * Koberts in his Treatiſe of the as 1 
„.,, ſpeaks ef another that ſo vehe: mor 


3 tl pan ted after the Sealing 5 and Al- the 
} ik fſarance of the love of God to ED forrl, that tho! 
por a long time he earneſtly defired ſome the 
Voice from-Heaven; and ſometimes walk- (ye. 
ning in the foliiary Fields, earneſtly de fired . 
ſome miraculous voice from the Trees or dyin 
Stones there: This was denied him, but! 1 
in time a better. was afforded in a (crip» mer 
Eural way. | MAY 
Now to reſolve the Query out of these or \ 
Aiſtinctions. ans 
1. Tho all Believers have not the formal Spir 
Bealings of theSpirit, yet have the object ive ehe 
material Seal ; that is, the Spirit is in them 
AS a ſanRifying ſpirit, putting a real diffe⸗ 
rence betwixt them and echers, when bs 
is not with them by way of evidence and by e, 
BE affirance of ſanctification. 5 
_—_ Sccondly, Though all Belicvers are no'Y:. 
_ Sealed & one and the lame a : M. 
1 Te erel 


Meditations. 


ſurec 
e A 
927 ea 
An 


meet vith one ſeaſon or other in this life, 
wherein the Lord dotb Seal them; if not. 
r their firft cloſe with Chriſt, as many 
have been-Sealed, yet in ſome choice and 
Y UiMeminent ſea ſon of commusien with Gods 
nearW{ych golden ſpars of time, ſuch precious 
Pf ſons mok Chriſtians can ſpeak of. Tho? 


the x: Fei ſpeaks, it be rara hera, brevis 
ehe- ¶ ra. Seldom but ſweet - Or if nor i wo 
ALY the courle of their active obedience; * tis & 
that thouſand to one but they ſhall meet it in 
ome the way of their paſfive obedience, if God 
alk-F exerciſe them eminently under the croſs, 
ired or after a dark cloud of deſertion, or in a 
er dying hour. 
butY Thirdly and laſtly: God now Seals had 
rip: men in an extraordinary and immediate 

way by Revelation, immediate Inſpirations 
heſe or Voice from Heaven, yet moſt Chriſti- 

ans are Sealed in the ordinary way of the 
ral Spirit, under one Ordinance or other, iz 
vy one duty © or other. | : * 
en | „ 1 
| | | 
4. Query, *© 

"be What is the riviledge o beine 
and y the 5 : 5 . x an 
12 Holm. 
a | Mach every way, words cannot ex 


# © 2 
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_ barifflhere are few, it any Believers, but ds | 


6 1 
_ = 
.. 9 4 


2 
"yu: 
3 
MW 
* 


tue riches of this mercy ; for let us but 
—_ cenfider the four follwing particulars, and 
= You will admire the mercy. ; 
. Firſt, Conſider whoſe act and proper 
work Sealing is. God doth not ſend As. 
gels upon this Errand ; though if he did, 
that wonld be a great honour to poor duſt 
ad aſhes, bat he ſends his Spirit to de it 
Oz, the Condeſcen tion of the great God 
to men! this is a greater honour than if 
_—_ millions of Angels were employ'd abent 
And then as te certainty and ſatisfac- 
tion, it is beyond all other ways aad me- 
"thees in the werld; fer in miraculous 


2 4 

8 4 

7 47 
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Voices and Inſpiratioas it's poſſible there 
4 = may ſubeſſe falſum, be found ſame Cheat 
N x or Impoſture of tbe Devil; but the ſpi- 
rits witneſs in the heart, ſuitable to his 
reselation in the Scripture, cannot deceive 
. | 

_ . Secondly; The conclufion or truth ſea- 
ea, is ravifking and tranſperting. All 


Chriftians vehemently pant for it, few 
dave the enjoymeat of it for any long 
itt it - Continuance, But whilſt they enjoy it, 
| they enjoy Heaven upon Earth, a joy be- 
_ yond all the joys of this world. To have 
this concluſion farely Sealed, Chrift 45 
mee, my fin is pardened, I ſhall be ſaved 
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from wrath, through him; O, what is 
and ſl this ! whit is this! ES: 
Thirdly, Conftder the ſubject, er per? 
per | ſon Seiled, a poor finful wretch that haſt 
Au-. ten thouſand times over grieved the ged. 
lid, Y Spirit of God, by whom notwithftanding I 
laſt thou art Sealed to the day of Redemption. 
it & Thow haſt by every fin deſerved to be 
z0d ſcaled up to Damnation: Thou haſt rea 
il fon to account ard efteem thy ſelf muck 
ent | inferior in graces & duties to many then- 
ſands of the Siints that are panting after? 
fac- this priviledge, and cannot obtain it; Og. 
ne- | the ricies of the zoodneſs of God! EO 
ous Fourthly & laſtly, Conſider the defigns- Ml 
ere | and aims of the Spirit in his Sealing thy; 
eat ſoul, which are 8 . F 


ph 1. To ſecure Hezven to thee-for e er. 

is 2. As intermediate therennto, te bring 

ive very much of Heaven into thy fou, in the 
way to it; indeed to give thee two Hes 


ſeas T vens, whilſt many others muſt ſaffer tW]ũ ũðm—Wm 
All Hells. ä 
J Query: - 4 1 
107-4 Laftly, Ne will enguire what are the of ll 
it, Fects of rhe Spirits ſealing upou our aul I 
be · ¶ which we may dig inguiſb und clearly die 
ave WW frem al deluſtins of Satan, and alt Impoſ= 


eres whalſoc vir. 


S j 


| RR 


4 


* 


but in fleme the love of the foal in a very 
I 1 | -antenf: degree towards God: One flame 
: Goth not more naturally beget another, 
pan the love of War, doth kindle the love 


20 each; & tees Pp noe mercy 
e her fout : O, how much was her love 


in 4 thereby ? Zuk 
ET: NK e 5 7 $747, 112 


e 


ah} 


© 65 Dacramentatl 
= Anſw. 
= The genuine and proper effects & fruits 

2 of Sealing, are 
.. laflamed LEY 
1 2. Renewed Care. 

273. Deep Abaſemente. 
5 Increaſe of Strength, 

"4 A defire to be 5 the Lord. 
1 Improved Mortification to the 
| 4 | Wherefore theſe are found conſeguent 
| 4 to our Communion with God, and his 
manifeſtations of himſelf to us therein, 
= they pat it beyond all doubt, that it was 
the Seal ef his own blefſed Spirit, and ne 
1 deluſen. 
| bf Firſt. The Gextings of the Spirit cannot 


Uits 


Secondly, Renewed care and diligence 
follows the Sealings of the Spirit. Now is 


the ſoul at the foot of Chrift, as Mary 


was at the Sepulcher, with fear and great 
joy. He that Travels the Road with a 
rich treaſure about him, is afraid of a 
Thief in every baſh, This is exemplified 


in the Spouſe, who had endured many 2 
fad day and night in Chrifis abſence, and 


ſovght him ſorrowing; but when the had 
regained his felt and ſeaſible preſence; it's 
ſaid, Cant. 3. 4. I found him whom my foul 
lovetb; I held him, and would not let him 
She doth not (as one ſpeaks } lay by 
diligence, as if all were done ; but is of 
new taken up with as grezt care to retain 
and-improve this mercy, as before ſhe was 


ſolicitous to obtain it. Whether a Believer 2 


want or have, whether he be ſeeking an 
enjoying, there is ſtill matter of exercile 
for him in bis condition. „„ OS 

Thirdly, Deep Abaſement and great 


pearances of God to the ſouls of meg, 


Lord (aid that Diſciple ) how 5s it thes Wi 


thou wilt manifeſt thy ſelf tous and not unte 
the world, Job. 14. 22 When GodSealed the 
Covenant to Abraham, to be a God te him, 


ng An anom ſell upon his face, Gen. 17. 
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4, 2.3. Never doth a Soul lie lower in the 
duſt, and abhor it felf, than when the 
Lord makes the moſt fignal manifeſtations 
of his grace and love to it. a 
Fourthly, Increaſed ſteragth follows the 
ſealings of the Spirit. New-powers enters 
inte the Soul, and a ſenfible improvement 
of its abilities to duty, or ever I was aware 
 <{faith the Spouſe) my ſoul made me as tht 
Chariots of Aminadab, Cant. 6. 12. 


with the joy and comfort of the Spirit run 
nimbly in the ways of obedience, The joy 
of the Lord is your ſtrength. 
Fifthly, Seiliags of the Spirit, imflimes 
the deſires of the Soul after Heaven, and 
makes it long to go home. Nothing miss 
death ſo undeſirable to the Szints, as the 
- doubts ard fears that hang upon their Spi- 
Fits about their condition. Were their evi: 
dences for Heaven clear, and their doubts 
relolved,they would as the Apoſtle ſpeatrs, 
tleſtre to be d:iffolved, and to be.with Chrift, 


Our intereſt in Chriſt be thronghly decid- 
ed, 2nd all be clear betwixt us & our God, 
we mall find Life the matter of Patience. 
and Dex the object of Deſire. + 

Sixchly and laſtly, Improved Mortifica⸗ 


-» i 
! 4 


1 AS, 8 . m_ 
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Now the wheels of the ſoul being oy led. 


Phil. 1. 23. If once the great queſtion of 


ves te the werld, fows naturally from 


the 
the 
ions 


the 


ters 


Pare 
the 


led. 


YU * 1 2 — 


Peditations. 


the Sealings and Aſſuranees of the love of 
God to our ſouls. 


when he comes to caſt his eye again upon 


1entÞ.the Earth, all things ſeem dark and cloudy i 
to him. Hie ſees no beauty in any of theſe il 


things, becauſe of thit excellent lufter 
which he lately beheld. We know ( faith 
the Apoftle ) that if our earthly houſe of 
this Tabernacle were diſſolb d, we bave & 
building of God, an Houſe not made with 


Hands, eternal in the Heavens,there's Aſſu- 


trance or Sealing: For tbis we groan earneftlyy 


deſiring to be cloathed upon with ur Houſe © 


which is from Heaven. There's the natural 
effect of it. 2 Cor? F. I, 2. > EO 
| Uſes. + 3 | 
The point ſpeaks to three forts of per- 
ſons, vix. | | 


1. To thoſe that have not yet been Seat 


ed. 2. To theſe that ence had, but now Wl 


want this comfort. | 
it 
mercy, who have not been formerly 


Sealed by any. aſſaraace of their title to 
Ghrift, but all their days haye been 


It is with our fouls al- 
ter ſuch a view of Heven, & a ſealed inter- 
eft therein, as it is with him that has been 
gaznig on that glorious Creature the Sun, ⁵⁶ 


clog d 
with 


4 
- 


—— = 
7 
— 
A 
* * 


py - 4% ho. + % 1 
1 | 
# ” 3 4 
„ . 
” 
” 
# 


* 


J 
; 


if 
| 4 


1 
1 
l 


[Ki 
Rl | 


be 


} 


/ 


: 


| 


3. To thoſe that enjoy the comforts of | . 
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Firſt, To thoſe that yet want this i 
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| 3B Jouls ? Is it year neglect of duty? O, ſtir 
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up your ſelves to take hold of God. 


'. "Secondly, To thoſe that 


The darkneſs is the greater toy 04,. be- 


r 2 


3 N 
4 N 4 2 
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_- Sacramentalt 


with fears and doubts of their cenditioni 
Fo ſuch my Counſel is. 

1, That you be not quiet under theſe un- 
eertainties,dat paat after the aſſurance of 
peace and parden. Say unto Chriſt as the 


E opoule did, Cant. g. 6 Set me as a Stal up- 
on thine heart, as a Seal - upon thine arm: 


Pant after it as David did, Pfal. 35: 3˙ 
y unto my ſoul, I am thy Sal vation. Hom 
can you look upon {ach precieus promiles, 


3 and not dare to take them? How can you 
bear others ſpeak of the fatisfaRion, peace, 
 & affarance, & be quiet until you alſo have 


attained it? What is it that hinders this 
mercy that it cannot come home to your 
D It is 
want ef a through ſearclf and examination 
of your eftate ? Q, let not thine eyes find 
reſt, till that be fully done : Is it ſome 
ſpecial guilt upon thy ſoul that grieves the 
Spirit of God? Be reftlefs till it be remev- 
ed. I knew this is not at your command, 
do what you can do; bat yet | alſo know 


When God beſtows it, he uſually doth it 


in theſe ways of our duty. SEK 
1 once had, but 
now want this bleſſing, who fay as Fob 29. 
27 3. O that it were with me as in days paſt ! 


cauſe 


80 
ff, 
first 


the ſe 
Seali: 

Fir 
200d 
ed to 


Mizth | 


Itath comleried yon, doa't you grieve 


1 % 


= 
a n K 
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, "a 3 
becauſe you walked ia the "fight of the 
Lord. The ſum of Chrifts Counſel in this 
caſe is given in three words, Kev. 2. 5. 
Remember, Repent, Xeforem. — 

Firſt, Remember (i; e.) ponder, com- 
pare time with time, and ftate with ſtate, 
bow well it once was, how {ad it is now. 

Secondly, Repent, mourn over theſe eur 
finfol relapſes ; fure veu may challenge the 
lirſt place amoag all the meurnes in the 
world. Your fofs is great. O, better te 
have loft the Ihr of your eyes, then this 
ſweet light of Beds countenance ;your fin 
hath ieparaied betwixt you and yeur God, 
O mourn sper it. RES 

Thirdly, &eform, Do our firſt works as nl 
gain, O Cariitian, confder thy heart ie _ 
ſunk deeper into the world than it was 
wont to be. Thy daties are fewer, and 
thy ,zeal and affectien to God much abated. Ml 
Return, return. O dack-fliding Soul, 'and. 
labour to recover thy firſt love te Chriſt, M 
whatever pains it coſt thee. —_ 

Thirdly, Laftly, To thoſe that do enjoy 
tieſe choice and invalaable mercies, the 
dealings of the Spirit. A it 

Firſt, Take heed that you grieve not th 
zoed Spirit of God, by whom you were ſeal. 
td to the day of Redemption, Eph, 4.30. He 
kim: _ WIN 
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The Spirit is a tender and.delicate thing; 


, F vou may quickly deprive your ſelves of his 
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Be humble under this advance- 
ment and dignity, If yeur hearts once 
begin to ſwell, look out for humbling 
diſpenſations quickly, 2 Cor- 12. 7. This 
treaſure is always kept in the Veſſel of a 


Secondly, B 


Tontrite and humble heart. 


8 Thirdly, Keep cloſe to duty 5 Yea, tack 


one duty to another by intermeditate Eja- 
culations. If care of duty be once remit- 
ted, you are not far from a ſad change of 


your condition. | 

Fourthly, Improve all Ordinances, 
eſpecially this great Sealing Ordinance for 
your farther confirmation&cftablifhment, 
Act your Faith to the uttermoſt of its 


ability upon Chrift Crucified, and comfort 


will flow ia: The more direct acts of 
Faith are exerciſed, the more power ful 
and [weet its reflex acts are like te be. 
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TE Fin 
MEDITATION?” 
UPON 


Joh. 1. 29. Bebold ho Lats wo i 
. God which taketh an the 1 1 bo 
the World. 


his gceit Article of Faith is confirmed and 


proved, is the Teſtimony of Jobs. This 3 bs | 


teſtimony of John is the more remarkable 


becauſe it was before Propheſied of him, # 


that when the Meſſiab ſhoulda come this 


Meflenger ſhould go before 5 face to pre- | l | A 


pare the way for kim, Adal. 3. . 
Now among all the Teſtimonies' that 
ever John gave of Chriſt, none ever W 
or could be more full & clear than this in 

the Text. 
Behuld the * of Gel which taleti 
__ 


IHE ſcope 8 this Chapter is 6: F- 
prove the Divinity and Eternal 
God-head of Jeſus Chriſt, One 
of thoſe Arguments, by which 


9 


2 of fins of the Werla. 4 e 
Ia the which words are remarkable; 
"2. The Preface to his Teſtimony. 
2. The Teftimony it ſelf. 

-. Firſt, The Preface or Introductien te 
Folios. Teſtimony 3 Behold, there is a 


double aſe in Scriptare ef this word. 


Sometimes it's nſed by way of Indication 
sand ſometimes by way of Excitation. In 
= - thetfirſt ir points ont the perſon; in the 
= aft it raiſes our affections to him. 

Place it kath both theſe Uſes, 
-* Behold the Lamb of. Ged. q. d. This is 


Ages. This perſon whom you behold, is 
tze defire of all Nations. Lee, this i: 
ed manifeſt in fleſh. This is the great 
= Sacrifice, the Lanb of God. Never did 
= humane eyes bekold ſuch an object before. 

| Secondly, The teftimeny ic ſelf which 


bad be confidered two ways 2s it reſpets,| 


1. The truth and reality 
2+ The vertue and -of Ckriſt 
ente, its object. 
Firſt, John Teſtlimony relpe&ts the truth 
"and s of the J this is the La 4.08 


In this 


the great expectatation and hope of all 


VA: 


Behold the perſon apeinted by 


* 3 4 4 FF YE 
* 
">, 


truth came by Jeſus Chriſt, as he had ſaid I 
befere ver. 17. The Paſcha} Lamb, ans 
Lamb for daily Sacrifice, were but the 
Ty pes and Shadows of this Lamb of Ged. 


Secondly, His Teſtimony reſpects the 


vertue and digaity of Chriſt and his Blagds 
He t Reth. away the Sin of the World The 
Geck word, | 
ſerves ) anſwers dota theHebrew wordss 


Va. 5 3. and ſigaifies not enly to bear, but c 1 


exr away pertande expiaty expiande aufert, | 
efficitgue ut remmitatur. By bearing fin, I 


be exoiates it: and by expiating,takes it 


away, or procures the remiffon of it. 


The expreſſion alludes to the ſcapeGoat3 "Ml , 


mentioned, Lev.16.22. Thus Chriſt really, 
& Wholly takes away the fin of the world, 
( 7. e.) the fin of all Believers in the 


world, for whom he was Sacrificed, as 


Drufius wel expounds it,concurrent With 
the ſtream of ſound Expoſttors. 

So this is a very full Teſtimony which 
Fehn gives to Chrift, and it-is given with 


great zffection & admiration of him. De- a | 
the Lamb 


held, yea, admire ia behelding the I. * 
of God which trketh away the fin. of tue 
world; behold him with aff⸗ctions ſuitable 


to ſuch on object. Ecce perſona 4 Des ore 


dinata in uict emma ad - expiandum peccatds 


God for a 


3S a Learned Critick ob- 


Sacrifies i 


Szeriſice to explate fin. Now though this 
Scripture be very fruitful in practical ob - 
= fervations, yet it is not my purpoſe at 
this time to note or proſecute any of em, 
except this one, which riſes from the pre- 
fatory particle, or that note of admiration, 
With which Jobr;Teftimony ofChrift is ua 
= cer'd in. Beheld the Lamb of God, And the 
note thence will bz this | 
— Dot. That Jeſus Chrift the Lamb of God, 
to be be held with admiration and affe ct ion 
= ſuitable to ſuch an objett. LD, 
=_— Chrift is beheld by men three ways: 
Firſt, Carnally, with an eye of fleſh. 80 
men ſaw him in the days of his fleſh, and 


Ae ſpiſed him, Ja. 53. 2. Carnal eyes ſaw 
20 beauty in him that he ſhould be deſired. 


© Secondiy, EFducially, by the eye of Faith, 


Wo believing is ſeeing Chriſt, J 6. 40. 
Faith is te the Saints inftead of eyes; by 


It they make Chriſt preſent, though the 


Heavens hath received him out of our 


garnal ſight. 3 5 

Thirdly, Beatsfcally, by the glorified eye. 
So the ſpiris of juſt men made perfect, do 
y their menterial eye ſee him 1a glory, & 
All the Saints after the Reſurrection, ſhall 
with theſe Corporeal eyes, ſee their Re: 


= dcemer, according to Feb 19. 26, 27. 


„ . The ficht ef Chriſt by Faith (which - 3 
5 = up” | : = A d | * 
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all the fight of him that any min newhatkh? 
ob. or can have in this world) as it is mum 
"| more excellent then the firſt, fer hee 
em | «re they that have net ſeen and yet blieve, i 
Jo. 20. 29. So it is much inferiour to the 
lat, i Cor. 13. 12. Fer now we ſee darkly il 
a | 'Preugh « glaſs, but then face to face. But Ml 
though it be an inferiour _ Viſtan, in re- 
ſpe& of that which is inanediate@perfedt, nl 
%, vet the eye of Faith is a precious eye, and ll 
4% the Viſions of Carift by Faith are raviſh= -1 
ing Viſtons ; and he that beholds Chriſt, nl 
4 the Lamb of Ged, by a ſteddy fixed eye 
1 of faith, caanot but admire, and be deep- il 
0 ly affected with ſuch a ſight of him, The 
N views of Chrift by Faith are raviſhing an 
ve tranſporting views, 1 Pet. 1. 8. Whows ll 
by having net ſeen, ye love, in whom though now 
e ſee bim not ; yet believing,ye rejoyce with. 
1, Joy anſpe able, and ful of glory. ä 
be! It it is a diparagemeat to ſo glerieus a 
850 object as Chriſt, to behold him and nog 
dur wedder; to ſee, and net to love him, A 
„ Certainly the admiration, laye delight, & M7 
5 joy of our hearts, are all at the command 
& of Faith : Fer let us conſer what rayiih= 
zu Hias excellencies are in Carift, far the es & 
e, Jef a Belizver te beheld & admire. 1; 
Fürſt, Ged is in Chriſt 2 Cr. . 9, 
A: is Sod maniſeſt in the fleſh, 3, e 1 
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ww 6. A God Incarnate, is the worlds won: dy 
der: Here is Finite azad Infinite joyn'd in fl M 
= ne; Eternity matcht with Time; the Whit 
= Creator and the Creature making but one wi 
= Perſon. The Lord hath Created a new thing fav 
= wn the Earth, «a Woman ſhall compaſs a Man, 
Fer. 31. 22. Tis an argument of weakneſs Þ thi 
Fo admire little things, and of. ſtupidity gle 
Hot to admire great things. Many Mira- bo 

cles ( faith one) were - wrought by Chriſt fir 
An the fleſh ; but the greateſt of all Mira - be 
cles was his afſumption of Fleſh. | 
=_ Secondly, The Wiſdom of God is in Gt 
=_— Chriſt ; yea, in him are hid all the treaſures eve 

= of Wiſdom and Knwledge, Col. 2. 3. Ne- of 
ver did the Divine Wiſdom diſplay its the 
= glorious beams in the eyes of Men and the 
Angels in any work of God, fince the be- by 
_ Sining of time, as it hath done in the de: cor 
Haas tion of Chriſt, to be the Lamb of God, tio 
= = Sacrifice for ſin. Behold the Lamb of God; i dep 
= and in him, behold the unſearchable Wiſ- ? 
om of God, in recovering the Elect per-: Beh 
=_—_ f-&ly from all danger of fin, and yet ma- Þ hol 
Xing fin more dreadful to them by the way ! triu 
= of their recovery from it, than ever ic of it 
== - could be made by any other conſideration. ff 5s lo 
infinite Wiſdom in ſuiting the Sinners love 
1 xFdmedy ta the cauſe of his diſeaſe.” The ti 
W. Pikak 43 the fide of dio 5 the e 
_ a= | | 
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* 
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dy was the Humiliation of the Son of God. 
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Min affected to be as God, that ruin ck 


him; God comes down, aſſumes fleſh, & I 


* 


will be found in faſhioa as a, man; that 
faved him. TS LH Bras Re 


O profound Wiſdom, which from : | 


the loſs and ruine of our Primitive 


glory, which was the undoing vs, ſoul and | 


body, takes the occifign of raifing us to a 


far better ſtate, ſettles us in it, with a much 


better ſecurity than the former. 
Who but Jeſus Chriſt, the Wiſdom of 


God ( as he is called, x Cor. 1. 244 ) could i 


ever have ordered and over-ruled the worſt 
of evils, ſo as by occiſion of the breach of 
the Law to raiſe more glory to God 


then ever could have been given to him, 


by the moft pe Gent obſervation of its 
commands, or 


depth of Wiſdom. 


Thirdly, The love of God is in Chriſt, 1 
- Behold the Lamb of God! and in him, be? 
hold the love of God in the higheſt ank 
triumphant diſcovery that ever was made 
of it in this world, 1 70h. 4. 10. Herein 


3s love, not that we loved him, but that he 


ation for our fins. O here, here is the love 


a 


of G04 to Sinners z be manifeſts love to us 
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y the moſt rigorous execys aa 
tion of its penalties. O the aſtoniſhing a 
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loved us; and ſent his Son to be the Propiti=. a? 
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in our daily proviſſons, protections, deliver. 
=_ ances&comforts. That we have health when 
== others groan under pains, therein is love, 
That we have Bread to cat, when others 
=— are ready te periſh, therein is love. O, 
baut to have Chriſt to be a Propitiation ſor 
us, when: the Angels that fell were left 
. deſperate, therein was leve indeed. All 
the love that breaks ont in the variety of 
ptevidences for us in this world, in our 
Health and outward ERates, ia-our Reli- 
tions and Comſerts, is nething compared 
With this love. #erein is leut indeed. 


-  Fourthly, The tender mercies of Gad ov- 
er poor Singers are in Chriſt, as Chriſt is 
the mercy promiſcd, Luk. I. 72. the 
_— ._ Lapital mercy, ſo he is the Chanel through 
Which all the frreams of Gods mercy flow 
_ to thc Sens of men, Jude 21. the mercy 
ef Gcd to Eternal life, er his ſaving mercies 
tire only diſpenſed to us through Jeſus 
Chriſt. ZFebo/d the Lamb of God! ALimb 


3 made this difference ; Mercy op 
Tender eye, and looked through Chrift up- 


36) 
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eis t the milder attribate of mercy i 


exerciled 


j WW. prepared by the aſtoniſhing merc» of God, 
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_ Meditations, 33 
er- Exerciſed upen us, whilſt ſevere” Juſtice | 
e Panithes them. = 58S — 
e. Fitthly,All the hopes of poor Sinners are 
es in Chriſt, Cel. 1. 27. Take away Chriſt, 
O, and where is the hope of our ſouls ? 1 Tim | 
ſor 1. 1. Tis by the Blood of the Lamb that 
ee we have hope towards God: In his Obla-: nn 
f tion and no where elſe our hope of Salvati 
en finds footing. Ona him is the Anchor nl 
ur of hope fixed, and the ſoul ſtayed when il 
1 the ſtorms of feir and inward trouble 
do ariſe and beat violently upon itt. 
Sixthiy, The Salvation of ear ſouls tes 
Eternity is in Chrift, Ad, 4. 12. Nether 
75 there any other name given under Heaven; 
by which we muſt be ſaved. He is the Ark. 
in whom we are preſerved, Jude wer, 1. 
Look as the ſprinkling of the Blood of the 
Paſchal Lamb upon the Daor-poſts of the 
Iſraelites was that which preſeryed them 
from the deftreyingAngel,ſo the Blood of Ml 
Chrift the Lamb of God Typeſied by that 
+ Bloed, ſaves Believers from the wrath tes 
. | come. 0b — 
ic But who can open the unſearchable rich 
es, or recount the raviſhing excellencies 
pound in Chriſt ? Angels and the Spirits f 
7 juſt men made perfect behold & admire for Wi? 


= erer-more the incomparable excellencies WM 
9 ef Chriſt. Heaven would be no Heaven fi 
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do them if they could nor beheld Chriſt 


there, Pſal. 73. 25. 


But my buſigeſs rather lies in improve- 


ing this point, than endeavouring further 


= to unfold it; for new wonders will appear 


in Chrift, if we bekold him te Eternity. 
_ Uſe. And all the improvement I ſhall 


make of it ſhall be ia one uſe of Exhbortats 


, beſpeaking every one of you what ever 


Four preſent condition and eſtate be, to 
e bold the Lamb of God, which tate th away 

or ow of the world, And | 

Firſt, If there be found 2meng vey any 


mat are ſerſible of a ſtony hard heart 


which cannot relent and mourn for all the 


__ wrong done to Jeſus Chrift by fin, whoſe 


Affectiens are benum'd and ſtapified by (in; 


| Y To that no cenfiderations they can urge 


upon their own hearts, are able ts thaw 
Them, and cauſe a relenting pang for fin. 


= To ſuch I would direct the words of this 
Text as the moſt effectual means to melt 


fuck hearts. Look hither hard heart, Be- 


j\ } hold the Lamb of God. Cenfider, believe 
na apoiy what is here ſenſibly repreſent: 


ed, and thy heart is hard indeed 


W if it r-1ent not at ſuch a view of: Chriſt. 
Its ſaid Zech. 12 10. They ball look upen 
ee, when they have 


| pierced and mour n. 
Behold the Son of God brought as a 2 
, | 5 yi j — 8 | * 1 0 
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ts the Slaughter, for thee à vile polluted 


"Bog 


Sinner” - Behold the invaluable Blood ef 17 


this Sacrifice ſhed for thee - Bring thy 


thoughts cloſe te this ſabjett; and think 


who it is that was made a Lamb for Sac?“ | 


rifice, for whom he endured all his un- 
ſpezkable ſufferings, how meekly and wil- 


liagly ke endured all the wrath of Sed & I | 
men ; ſtanding in his perfect Innocency to. al 
be flaia for thee : Behold, he was made fin * i 


for thee, who had no fin; that thou who 
hacſt no Righteouſneſs, mightſt be made 


the Righteouſneſs of God in him. O, | 
who ever loved thee at that rate Chrift 


hath done? Whe would endure that miſe- 


ry that Chrift did endure for thy ſake ? 4 ö g 
Would thy Father, or Wife of thy beſom, 
or thy Friend that is as thy ene ſoul, be 


content to-feel that for thee ( though but 
one hour) which Chriſt felt when bis 


ſweat was as great droops ef Blood falling 


down te the ground / Nay, thou would! 
ue ver taſt ſuck a cup for the ſaving thine 


own Child, as Chrift drank eff, when he WY 
cried, Afy Gad, my God, why haſt thou for- = Tz 


{aken re £ Behold hew he loved thee ? 
oarely if the Rocks rent aſunder at his 


palſion, thy heart is harder then' i Rock, Wh? 


if it tha not at ſuch a ſight as this. Fix 
thiae eyes a while here, and thine eye will 
e thine bet, Macon 


11 


Zecondyx Mai 
5 cone 2 | 


* A 


make too light of ſin and are eaſily over- 
came byſeverytemptation to the commiffi- 
on of it. O come hither and behold the Lamb 
God, and you cannot poffily have ſlight 
thoughts of fin after ſuch a fight ef Chriſt. 
See here the price of ſin, behold what it 
_ coſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to expiate it, 
Did he come. inte the worid as a Lamb, 
bound with the bands of an irreverfible 
E decree to die for ſin ? Did he come from 
the Boſom of his Father to be our Ran ſom- 
er, and. that at the price of his own life ? 
Did the hand of fevere Juſtice ſhed the 
Heart bloed of this Imacuctlate Lamb to 
-  fatisfie for the worng thy fins have done 
to Sod ? and yet canft thou look up- 
on fia as a light matter? God forbid. 
I remember when the Werthies of Jra- 
<7 brake through the Hoſt of the Philitines, 
and drought unto David the waters of the 
well of Zethlem : It's ſaid, 2 Sam. 23. 17. 
he would not drink thereef, but poured it out 
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fore the Lord, and ſaid, Be it far from 
eee that 1 ould do this; is not this the 
| 4 ' Blood of the men that went in Jeparay 
= -&f thcir liver. : | 


; He longed for it, and yet would not taſte 
it how pleaſant ſoever it would have been 
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Sieccondly, ls there any among us that. 


© fo him, conſidering what "hazard was run 


quiti 
dard! 
their 
word 
reviv 
Laml 
the n 

Tf | 
the fi 
fin, 
in th 
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vealer 
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Sealed, at Sirrificed fy our room in the 


: he. a Ga oe. R 3 
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Ah Chriſtian, it was but the hazard of. 3 
their Blood that gave check to David's aps, I 
pitite to the water; and if the water had 
coſt an equal quantity of their blood, yet ix 
had been but a low argument to diffwads 
him from drinking it, te the confideratiom + 
that now lies before thee. Thy fin aftually, nl 
coſt the Blood of Chriſt, one drop where= Mi 
of is more valuable than all humane blood 3 nl 
and yet wilt thou not deny thy Luſts, nor. 
reſiſt a temptation for his ſake? Behol4 
the Lamb ofGod flain for thy fin, & thou carilt nl 
never have ſlight thougts of it any more. 

Thirdly, Is there any among you that. ny 
droop and are -diſcouraged in their fpirits,' 
becauſe of their manifold aggravated Ini 
quities ? who being over weighed with the 8 
durdenſome ſenſe of ſin, deſpond and fink ix 
their minds; to ſuch 1 would apply the 
words of my Text as a ſovereign Cordial ta” 8 
revive their hearts and hopes. Behold the 1 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the ſin 7 
the world. BE REI 

If the Blood of the Lamb can take awayi IF: 
the fin of the world, it can take away tx 
ſin, though there be a world © of ' fin 
in thee. For do but conſider Chriſt as IM 
defigned from Eternity to be our Prepitis- 
tion, Joh. 6. 27. Him hath God the Father, ht 3 
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fulneſs m5 
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ies of time. 1 Cor. 5.7. Chrift our Paſ. ing. 
bn gover 1: Saeryficed for us, às accepted by the 
Father with greateſt content and pleaſure; vain 


een ar à fweet ſmelling ſavor, Eph. F. 2. as of. 

= publickly juſtified and Achargee 6 God T 
mie Creditor at his Reſurrection, 1 Tim. 3. ou 
426. and Jahn 16. 9. And laſtly, Confider of C 
bim as now in Heaven. where he appe irs guat 
ere God for us, as a Lamb that had been I ſpea 
Vai, Rev. 5. 6. bearing the very marks of bel, 
= mis death, & preſenting them before God, Fa 
the moſt effectual and moving plea to Na; 


Procure pardon and mercy. fer his people. wor 
"i of Tot theſe things, I ſay, be duly pondred, for 
aa nothing will be found more effectual ] have 
Do cetiere the deſpondent minds of poor the 
= 3 2gainft the ſinking ſenſe of their  enc; 


_ 
. 
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He that repreſents himſelf in "the Sa- ff are 
= &rament es wounded for you, ſhews at the I way 
ee time, to the Father in Heaven, the able 
rea Bady that was-wounded; than which J (ke 
= nothing more effectually moves mercy, of of t 
= Hays the Hiding feet of 4 poor Believers I Did 
hope And that whether we confider, you, 
WW Firſt, The dignity of that body which & for 
eis wounded, the moſt hollawed & deeply to t 
WW  KanQified thing that ever was created, Luk. J Got 


W Secondly, Or his ,Ficegerency in e 


ire vain, dead heart that thou” complaine 
25 of. Oe, 2 TT ; — 2 


- + vounds which was to repair the Honoug 


det Jof God, zud the violated Law; the lank 1 
''74 | guage of that blood (which is ſaid” te 
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Paſ- ing. He mas wounded for our tranſyreſſi®" © 
the ent, If. 53: 5; It was for that hard, prone 3 
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30d Thirdly, The end and defign of thoſe } | 


een | ſpeak better things than the blood-of 4a nl 


of bel, Heb. 12. 24.) is this, | 


od, Þ Father, have theſe poor fouls wounded thy . J 


le. | wounds thy Juſtice hath inflited on "ms 


ed, for reparation 'of all that wrong they j 1 
nal have done thee ! Oh how ſweetly de 4 


to Name,thine Honour, thy Law? Behold th 9 


ar the Blood of the Lamb ſettle the Conithe nn 


eit FF ence of a poor drooping Believe! 


: Fourthly, Is there any among you that. I 
da- are faint-hearted and ready to hrink 48 


the way from any ſufferings for Chriſt, as us . 


he able to bear and endure any thing for his 
ch I Gke? To ſuch I would ſay in the words 
or of this Tex“. 
Did Chriſt (uff:r ſuch grievous things for 
you, and cannot you ſuffer mall matters 
for him? Alzs, what is the wrath of man 


bu 


M6. ; 


of penal evil upon * own account, 
N e 
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Bebold the Liamb of GOD? ©} 


1 
< v4 
1 
F h l 
5 ; 
oO ? 2 
* 


to the wrath of the great and terrible l F 
God! Beſte, he was an Innocent Lamb,8& M 7 
deſerved not to ſuffer the leaſt degree of =: 
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= thou haſt deſerved Hell, and yet ſhrinkeſt 
— under the ſufferings ef a moment. Did 
= he ſuffer indeed fo much for you, and and 
can you ſaffer nothing fer him? "Surely he ling 
=— in ſuffering for you hath left yon an exam || Chr 
erbat you ſhould follow bis ſteps, 1 Pet. 2. 8 
2. What is our Blood compar'd in dig- | flag 
nmity to the Blood of Chriſt? What are lief 
== our ſufferings compar'd in kind or de- pro 
gRree, to the ſufferings of Chriſt? Nothing heat 
= is found to fortifi- a man's ſpirit for ſuf - ons 
fſerings, as the Meditation of Chriſts ſuf- ling 
ferings for us dot. e 
=—_ - Fifthly, Is there any among you that J Lan 
mee impatient under your own perſonal | Orc 
_—_ tryals and troubles, apt to how under of ( 
= - common afflictions from the hand of God, oft 
& er ſwell with revenge under injuries from Are 
doe hands of men? To ſuch I would ſay, J Chr 
_ Zehold the. Lamb of God. Was Chriſta J in } 
= Lamb for meekneſs, and art; thou a Zyor ny 
= for fierceneſs? Was he filent, not once ter 
Opening his mouth when he ſuffered moſt that 
& vile things from the hands of Sinners, and net 
= tan you bear nothing ? He ſuffered. pati - the 
© ently and deſerved it not; you ſuffer im- miſe 
& patiently, and have deſerved, infinitely If afte: 
| More. „ Ine ZE 
O that yon would learn to be more 
l ia all your tryals and afMftions. 
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_ "Meditations, 5 

| || Let it not be faid that Chriſt cart a 
id Hit as as a Lamb, when he was tries; 
d and we like Swine grambling or how 
ie | ling when we are tried, Ok! get a 
* | Chriſtlike- temper. FES 
2. Sixthly, Is there any among you that nil 
z- | fiagger'at the promiſes through unbe- 
re lief? That cannot rely upon a word of nl 
e- | promiſe, becauſe their own unbelieving 
ig | hearts fill them with unworthy fuſpiciz 
i- ons of the power, faithfulneſs, er wil- 
f- | lingneſs of God to perform them to 
|| them. O that ſuch would beheld the 
at Lamb of God, as repreſented in this 
al Þ Ordinance! Are not all the Promiſes My 
er of God Sealed to Believers in the Bloo@ nn 
d, | of this Lamb, Hebr. 9. 17, 18. 19, 20: 


— OS 


m Are not all the promiſes ef GOD - un 

„ | Chriſt, Yea, and Amen te all that a 
a in him? 2 Cor. 1. 20, Of is there « 

79 | ny thing put into any promiſe of grea s 
ce ter value than the Blood of the Lamby W 3 
it J that was ſh:d to purchaſe it? Or is & 3 
d not the giving of Chriſt to die for us; Þ 1 
the accomipiſhment of the greateſt pres 
- & miſe that ever God made to us? Aud 
after the fulfilling thereof, wliat grands 1 
remains for any to doubt the fulfilling IM 7 
of let promiſes? , 
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--Sacramental | 


Sat, Is there any among you . that 
ire to get up your aff:Ridns at this 
* 715 - to have your hearts in a mel. 
© Teing temper, to awaken and rouze up 
All the powers of your ſouls in ſo great 
Jp ion for it as this. Bebhold* the 

amb of Goa, and this” will do.ir. 


| Chriſt calls off your eyes and thoughts 


rom all other objects to himſeli; aiab]! 
85. 11. 1 aid, behold me, be hold 1 | Ro 
"Fix the Eye of Faith here, and you | 
"will then feel a pang quickly coming! 
Don your hearts like that, Canticlet 2. 1 


Stay me with Flaggons, comfort mt 
© with Apples, I am fick with Love. 
our eye will affect your hearts: 
*whilft vou behold, your hearts will 
1 withia 700+ | net Pops a 


** 


Rom. 8. ver. 32 He that 1 yy 
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THE SIXTH. 


MEDITATION: 


er o N 


his ows Son, but deliver*d him "4 
for us all, how ſhall he not with 
bim alſo freely give us al W 2 


HIS Scripture: here contains #7 
* moſt weighty argument. to en- 
courage and confirm the Faith 
2 of Chriſtians in the 8 Tn 
of all ſpiritual and temporal mercies, T6 
proceeds from the greater to the lefler 1 [I 
affirmatively. He that delivered his San F 3 
for us, what can he deny us after ſuch» ß 
Gift, every word bath its weight... | WF 2 
Did not God ſpare (i. e.) abate, 0 
thing which his jultice could inflict pes 
his Son, his own Son, oppoſed here Ws 1 
* ed Sons, as being infinitely more e 
end PET, and molt gear bo him 


2 22 1 
Mg . g tf; 


4 : | * 


dove and beyond all others; but on the 
= _ contrary, delivered him up, how dear ſoe- 
= ver he was unto him, to Humiliation, 
= contradiction of Sinners, to all ſorrows 
=_— and temptations, yea to death, and that of 
the Crofs, and all this for us, for us Sin- 
ners, for us Enemies to God, for us un- 
=_ lovely Wretches : How fall he not with 
in alſe freely give us all things ? How is it 
_ imaginable that God ſhould with hold af- 
ter this, ſpirituals or temporals from his 
people? How ſhall he not call them effec- 
=_ tually,juſtify them freely, fanRifie them 
—_ throughly, and glorifie them eternally ? 
How ſhall he not cloath them feed them; 
protect and deliver them? : 

= his] own Son one ſtroke, one tear one 
_ groan, one ſigh, one circumſt ince of miſe- 
, it can never be imagined that ever he 
=_—_ Toold after this deny or with hold from 


= faficced, any mercies, any comforts, any 


I Priviledge, ſpiritual or temporal, which. it 
4 Food for them, and needfal to them. 


©. 90 that in the words we find, 


A Propoſition: 
Aa Inference from 
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Surely if he would not ſpare or abate to 


W His people, for whoſe ſakes all this was 
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rable 
lowe 
lo a 
time 
of f 
lowe 
theſe 
wher 


Pu - — | c "EY IE — * > 2 rn 24s 
a "EY * _— R * * 7 * 19 DF TV 0 = * * x - 
b. ? N 9 - 2 f 2 GETS of f 
N : : GC. * 9 
— * - — 7 — —_ : 
- . FP — 5 1 by 1 
_ ES. N i - 
* * 
Fa "ae 7 # D 
3 * A + * 7 2 
8 . 1 2 « y g * 2 i 4 * iy 


the | The Propoſition. opens the ſeverity of | 
de · | God's Juſtice to Chriſt ; the Inference de- 
n, | clares the riches of his mercy to us in 
WIS Chriſt, 14; SE SR 
off | Firſt, We have here before us à Propoß 
in. Þ fition containing the feverity of Divine 
in: Juſtice towards Chritt. And this is ex- Ui 
- |: effd {two ay. 
it - 1, Negatively, e ſpared him 
2 PLEAD — ou 
bs) 2. Aﬀirmarively ; He delivered 
c- him up for us. me: 


. Firſt, Negatively : He ſparec not his 
n, | £2 Son. There is a three- fold mercy. in 
. | God, viz. Preventing: mercy,wbich ſteps be- 
to tween us and trouble. Delivering mercy, 4 
which takes us out of the hand H trouble. 
e. And Sparivg merey, which though it de WY 
he Inet prevent nor deliver, yet it mitigates, 7 
m allays, and graciouſly moderates our trour. -Þ 7 
as bles; and though ſparing mercy be de. 
ny | Table and - ſweet, yet it is the leaſt ank 
is þ loweſt ſort of mercy that God exerciſes 
"| fo any. Tho' it be mercy to have the 

time of ſufferings ſhortned, or one degree 

of ſuffering abated; yet theſe are the 'Þ 

loweſt and leaſt effects of ' mercy, and yet 

theſe were denied to Jeſus Chriſt, 
when he ſtood in our room to ſatisfie for 
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us. God ſpared not one drop, he abated 
not one degree of that wrath which Chriſt 
Was to ſuffer for uv. 
E + Secondly, Affirmatively. But on the Beli. 
& contrary; he delivered him up for us all. || expt 
Hille delivered him; as a Judge. by ſen. him 
tence of Law delivers up the Priſoner. to {| ſpir 
de Executed. 'Tis true, Pilate delivered by i 
him to be Cracified, and he alſo gave him- wel! 
ſelf for us; but berwixt Gods delivering, H. 
Pilates delivering, and his own, there is || abſo 
This difference to be obſerved: : 
Ia God it was an Act of higheſt Juſtice. | who 
Insa Pilate an Act of greateſt wickedneſs. here 
la binſelf, an Act of wonderful obedi- I obſe 
= n : e. > 
- God, as by an act of higheft Juſtice, de- fair! 
=_— livered him up for ws. For us, notes the fl _ 
Voicegerency of his ſufferings, not only for Ti 
dur good as the final cauſe, nor only for I Fuft 
dur fins as the meritorious caufe, but for be / 
= us (. e.) in our room, place, or ſtead, 
_— according to 1 Pez. 3. 18. and 2 Cor. F. 14. 
= - Secondly, We have alſo. here before us 
2 moſt ſweet and comfortable inference. 
ud concluſion from this propofition 
I God have fo delivered him, how Hall he 
nut with him freely give us all things? For 
= - Chrift comprehends all other mercies: in 
= himſelf, therefore in giving him for = 
7A . * 3 a a 
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an other mercies are  neceſſrily with = 3 


given to us. 


And theſe mereies the pooreſt weakeſt 1 | 
Believer in the world may watfrantably Þ 
expect from God. For as God delivered 


big up for us all, ſo the treaſures of all 3 þ 


ſpiritual and temporal mercies are there- 
by ſreely opened to us all, to the weak as 
well as to the ſtrong, 

He ſaith not Chriſt was delivered for” al 1 
abſolutely, but for us all (i. e. )- aha 
Believe, all that are Elected and called, in 
whoſe perſon it is manifeſt the Apoſtle 


here ſpeaks, 28s Pareus, on the place well 


obſerved. 


Hence theſe two Doctrinil concluſions 1 


fairly offer themſelves. 
1. Do& 


That the rigeur and Tusa 


I 


be ju ered or ts. 
* f £7: - oils Dact. 1 = 
That Believers may ub nfer le 
greateſt of mercies to themſelves, pt the * 
ſeveri ity of | Gods Juſtice e Crit. = = 


1 would willingly ſpeak to 


to both theſe 
points at this time; each affording ſuch 


proper matter of medien to us in 
ee 25 this. RE ET DR 1 | 


7 8 * 


of" Divine : 9 
Fuſtice was executed upon Feſus chu. when = 


o 


I s begin therefore with the firſt obſer: 


—_— CT 8 
Di the rigor and ſeverity of Divine Fuſ- 
dice was executed upon Jefus Chriſt, when 


$ 
be ſuffered for us: God did not ſpare him. 


In Zach. 13. 7. You have Gods Com- 
miſlion given to the Sword of Juſtice to 
—_ fanitc his own $on, and without pity. A- 
_— - mak, Sword, againſt my Shepherd, and 
aut the man that is my fellow, ſmite the 
_ Shepherd. &c. And when this Commiſſion 
—_ came to be executed upon Chrift, the Text 
tells us, God did not ſpare him. All the 
Vials of his wrath were poured out to 
tt drop. 55 
Tao things require our attention in 
—_ this poiat. ee e 
t. Wherein the ſeverity of Juſtice to 
= Chriſt appeared. 2 7 RN 
2. Why muſt Juſtice be executed on 
_ him in 
there could be no abatement, mitigation, 
or fpiring mercy ſhewn him in that day. 

_» Firit, 

Juſtice to Chrift appeared. 


w " 


And this will manifeſt it 1 
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ſuch rigor and ſeverity ? Why | 


Whereia the ſeverity: of Divine 


ſuffere 
juſt ice 


all Kif 


moſt : 
fering 
ren, I 
who ( 
viled, 
his ov 
whom 
openl) 
of his 
bando 

He 
quifite 
Engin 
than 
lent ( 
dy, a 
for as 
time « 
and e 
remai 


blunt. 
ſuffer 
the 1; 
Mark 
ftoad 
but, 4 
this 1 


remained acute and vigorous, ne way 
blunted, during the whole time of his 


Iche laſt gaſp, as may be gather'd from 


uffered, and we ſhall ſee the ſeverity ß 
juſtice in his ſufferings, for he ſuffered Þ | | 


In kinds of miſeries, and that in the 


moſt intenſe degrees of them. His ſuty. "F 
ferings were from all hands, from Heat 
ren, Earth, and Hell; From his Enemies 
who Condemned him, buffeted him, Re- 
viled, Scourged and Cruciſied him. From 
his own. Diſciples and followers, ene of Fi 
whom perfidiouſly betray'd him, anothes -IY 
openly deny'd him, and all in the houn 39 
of his greateſt trouble forſook and a- 
bandoned Rim. 4 | __ x: _ 
He ſuffered in his Body the moſt — 


5 


quiſite torments; the Ci oſs was a cruel 
Engine of torment, and more fe te him 

than any other. by reaſon of the excels Fi 
leat Crafts and temperamen t of his Bad BY 
dy, and his moſt acute and delicate ſenſe, 
for as the-School-men truly ſay, He was % #? 
time complect ionatus, of the moſt exach T1 
and exquiſite Complexion 3 and his _ 2 


ſufferings, but fall of life and ſenſe. ta { : 


Mark 15* 39. When the Centurion HAY 
ſtoad over againſt him, {aw that he eried 
bur, and gave up the gboſt; be Jaidy Truly. 
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this was the Son of God, 
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8 He ſuffered in his ſoul; yea, the ſuf: 
Ferings of his ſoul, were the very foul 
of his ſufferings; he felt in his inner 


Man the exquiſite tormen ts & inexpreſ- 


Able anguiſh of the wrath of God. Hence 
was that preternatural bloody ſweat in 


#he Garden ; and hence that heart-rend- | 
ing out- cry upon the Croſs, My Goo, ny # 
* 


God, why haſt thou forſaken me 
In all which ſufferings from Heaven, 


from Earth, from Hell, from Friends, 


fromEnemies, there was no allay or abate: 
ment of the leaft degree of miſery. God 
7 not his own Son (ſaith the Text) 
But delivered him up, Wherein the ſe 
Verity of Divine Juſtice to Jeſus Chriſt 
3sdiſplayed in theſe five remarkable con- 


*Hderations following, ; 


Firſt, God ſpared not: It mercy, pity, 


und forbearance might be expected from 
any band, ſurely it might be expected 
from Gad. He is the Fountain of mer- 
cy. The Lord is very pitiful, and of | 
Fender mercy, ſaith the Apoſtle, Jam. 5. 
11. Ihe moſt melting and tender com- 

paſſions of a Mother to her Sucking | 


Child. are but cruelty in compariſon 
with divine tenderneſs and mercy, Jai. 


19. 15. Can 4 Woman forget her ſucking 


Child, thet fie Houlad not have compaſbon 


upon 
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aben the Son of her Womb, yea, they may. 


5 Can a Woman, the more affectionate 
ce Sex forget her ſucking Child, her owa 
ja Child, and not a Nurſiag Child only 3 
ber own Child whilſt it hangs on her 
breaſt, & with the Milk from her breaſt 


"I f draws love from her heart? Can ſuch 2 
en, | thing as this, be in Nature? Poſe” 


may be found, but yet | will not forger 
1d ! thee, faith Goa,, Though humane corrupt 


forget, yet will I not forget thee. - ] 


1 | fibly it may; ſome ſuch cruel Mothers, = 
2 ; 


Nature may be ſo vitiated, yet from the 
Divine niture comp3ſiton and mercy Are. 
inſeparable. It flows as waters flow from” 
their Fountain; only here it reſtrained it 


ſelf,& let not out one drop to Jeſus-Chrift * # 


in the day of his ſuſſerings. God, the 
God of mercy (pared not. „ 
Secondly, God ſpared not, faith the Text 
(i. e.) he abafed not any thing which 
| Juſtice could inflict. Chriſt was not ſpas; 
red one ſtfoke, one tear, one groin,. one 
drop, one ſigh, one ſhame, one circum- 
ſtancez, no not the leaſt, which Juſtice 
coat4i demand as ſatisfaction for mags fine. 
There be divers kinds of mercy in God; 
there is in him, preventing mercy, .deli=. 
vering mercy, and fparing mercy. ” Now, Þ 
ſparing mercy (as one well obſerves is 
3 the 


the loweſt mercy of all the three. Tiz 
& leſs mercy to be ſpared er abated ſome 
dilegree or circumſtance of miſery, than to 
= Have miſery prevented by mercies ſtepping 
= in betwixt us and it. It's leſs alſo than to 
Et Se wholly delivered out of the hand of 
miſery. - Either of theſe are greater acts 
of mercy than to abate a degree, or 
"Morten an hour of our trouble; the leaſt 
= abatement of any one circumſtance of mi- 
ſery had been ſparing mercy, tho' it had 
but been the leaſt & loweſt act of mercy ; 
and yet even this was denied to Chriſt, he 
Was not abated one minute of time, or the 
feaſt degree of ſorrow. God ſpared not. 
— Thirdly, He ſpared not his own Son. So 
MNMiled S:grarter his own or his proper Son, 
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his Sons by Creation, Fob 1. 6. or any of 
the Saints who are his Sons by grace, in 
tze way of Regeneration and Adoption 

47 I. 12. 13. This was his own Son by 


Pſal. 2. 7. begotten in an ineffable man- 


ner from all Eternity in his own divine 
effence ; and ſo is his Son by Natuure, ha- 
ving the ſame Efſence and Nature with 
the Father, being co-equal,co-effeatial and 


=  c6-eternal with the Father. 


a — 0 2 
los Sacramental 


In a ſpecial and peculiar manner nearer & 
gearer te him than the Angels, who are 


Nature, a Son of an higher rank and order, 1 


Tis 
ſome 
n to 
ding 
1 to 
1 of 
icts 


Meditations. 


No relation in nature is ſo intimate 


ſtrict and dear às this; our Children are 


not ſo much our own Children, our bodies 


are not ſ@ much our own bodies, as Chriſt 
was Gods own Son; and yet though hes Ml 


were ſo dear to him, his other Self, his 


expreſs Image, his own dear Son, he i 
ſozred him not. God ſpared not hi; own; i 


Son. | 


Fourthly, And that which makes.a fat, 
ther diſcovery” of Divine ſeverity towards ll 
Jeſus Chriſt, is this; that God ſpared not: nl 
his owa Son in ths day of his greateft dit” 
treſs, when he cried to his Father in am 
Agony, that if it were poſhble the cup» ll 
might paſs from him: For of that dayy ll 
this Scripture is mainly to be underſtood 


the diy when he fell to the ground and 


prayed, That if it were, poſfible, the hour 
might paſs, When he ſaid, Abba, Father as ⁶ 
things are poſſible to thee, take away this Ch 
from me; Mirk 14. 3 5, 36. He beheld his 


own dear Son ſweltering under the hea. 


vieſt preſſure of his wrath, ſweating great 
drops of Blood; crying, If it be poflible, - ll 
let this hour, this cup paſs, & yet it could 

not be granted: O the ſeverity of God 
He heard the cry of Ahab, & ſpared:him 3” 
he heard the Nine vites cry, & ſpared em, 
He heard the cries of Har and Jhmaes, of 

moon On 
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and fpared them : Yea, he hears the young and 
Ravens, when they cry, and feeds them: Ch. 
But when his own Son cried with the moſt ſpe: 
vehement cry, that the Cup might paſs, he (pa! 
bh Cannot be excuſed. he muſt drink it up, e- I 
ven the very dregs of the Cup of trem- tha 
_ - Þling, and that to the laſt drop. O the I put 
_ Juſtice and Severity of God ! og of 

Fifthly and laſtly,” Conſider what the an. 
Father of mercies did inſtead of ſparing las 
the Son of his love, and the Text will in- An 
Form yon, that he delivered him up for us Ge 
ll. So tis noted in Act. 2. 23. Him being Af 
delivered by the determinate Counſel and de 
fore-knowleage of Gedi je have taten, & with lo 
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—_ micked bands have Cruciſied and Slain. re 
+ There was a Conceſſion or Permiſſion Ri 
Ao thoſe wicked Inſtruments that ſhed his tu 
Blood, a looſing of the chain to thoſe Ban- ju 

= dogs, that compaffed him about. Such a Pc 
Conceſſion as was never given them be- ar 

fore, for ftill they were tyed ap from O! 


rpetrating their wickedneſs, but now . tr 
hs reftraints of providence are taken | 
Away, and he is delivered unte their will, 
His own Father delivers him into the hands 
ot cruelty. And thus you ſee wherein the 
ſeverity of Divine Juſtice to Chriſt was 
wanifeſt. 85 | 


me lt ela let us ſee the ground 
c . 


2 — 


Peditations. 10 


| and reaſon of this rigor. and ſeverity” to 


Chriſt, now there are among others, three 
ſpecial reaſons why Chriſt could not be 
ſpared. | — 

1. The honour of divine juſtice required ³⁶ 
that he ſhould ſuffer the utmoſt degree of 
puniſhment. It was meet that the rights IM 


of Heaven ſhould be vindicated to the full, ud 


and that the juſtice of God ſhould have the 


laſt Mite it could demand for fſatisfa@ion. Ml 
And this was the ſpecial deſign and aim of MW 


God in the ſufferings of Chrifts as the 1 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. 3. 25, 26. It was e ⁰W 
declare his Righteouſneſs ;, & left we ſhould Ml 
loſe the Emphatical word, it is doubled & WM 
repeated, to declare, J (2 at this time bis MW 
Righteouſneſs, Aud in 

fully obtained his deſign: for never was 
juſt ice ſo honoured before, to have ſuch Þ 
Perſon as the Son of God ſtand at its Bar, 


and ſuch a ſum as his Blood paid down at 


once for our diſcharge. So that Juſtice 


, triumphs as well as mercy, & one Atribute 


is honoured as well as another, 


2. As it was neceſſary to God's ſ. atisfic- A | 
tion, ſo it was neceſſary to ours alſo. If Bl 
the Lord Jeſus had not made full payment 


to the utmoſt mite, he could never 
have had full ſatisfaction in our Con- 


ſciences, about that deep and deat concern? Y 


Ao 


eed herein, GOD. il 
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ment of our ſouls, the remiſſion of fin: 


Min is a guilty and a ſupſicious Creature, 
dad hard to be brought to an intfre confi. 
_ dence in the. pardoning mercy of GOD, 
Yea, it is impoſſible to perſwade a convin: 
eeck Conſcience of the poſſibillty of Re. 
. miſſion, except you can” ally prove the 
fuolneſs of divine fatisfaQtion. For Con- 
ſcience requires as much to fatisfie it, as 
© God doth to ſatisfie him. If God be fi- 
tisfied, then Conſcience ean be ſatisfied 
too, ad (ccurely reſt upon that ground; 
bot if there be any doubt of that, there is 
no 2oprcaling of an, anxious and jealons 
Conſcience, Greatly therefore hath God 
conſulted our ,peace in the feveri- 
ty of his Jaſtice to Jeſus Chriſt. Vom 
the God of peace, who brought again from 
we dead our Lord Jeſus, that great She pherd 
_ of the Sheep through the Blood of the ever- 
laing Covenant, Heb, f z. 20. Let the words be 


be weighed He is ſtiled the God of Peace Il ev 
EF when he brought back Chriſt from the 1D 
died. It was incenſed Juſt ice that put fa! 
him to death, and appeaſed Juſtice that 

drought him back from the dead; & that de 
which pacifies God, is the only thing in in 
| the world that is able to ſatisfie the Cons p. 
ſcience of a Sinner. ROE 

| In Therefore did God proceed with fuck 
—_—_-_ rigox 


— * 
a * 


107 
f fin: ſuch rigor and ſeverity with Jeſus Chriſt, 
ture, that thereby the demerit and evil of fin 


+ 4 N 25 2 | bs of 4 8 1 
* | 4 | 4 8 
Meditations. 


oh. might be fully diſcevered to the Werld, 


OD & an everbaftivg caution left upon all hearts 
vin: to beware of contracting new guilt. If 
Re · Juſt ice had deſcended in a viſible form, 
the & hang'd up millions of Sinners in Chains, 


„ as MW gainſt fin. Nay, let me ſay the grievous 
and eternal torments that the Damned 


fed Ml ſuffer inHell,is not ſuch a demonſtration of 


the evil of ſin as this is; for thoſe torments 
are much unknown to men till they feel 


ous them, and when they begin to feel them, 
502M it is too late to be convinced or cautioned 
ri- WM againſt fin then. But to fee ſuch a Perſon 
mas Chrift expoſed to the utmoſt ſeverity 


erd things done in the green Tree; may 
er- MW well make us cry out, Lord, What wil 
rds Ml be done to the dry Tree? O, the infinite 
ace evil of fin! O the inflexible ſeverity of 


Divine Jaſtice ! It is a fearful thing to 
fall inte the hands of thE living Sod. 
4. In a word, hereby Jeſus Chriſt is en- 


at Wl deared the more to his People, by ſuffer- 
in ing ſuch great and hard things in their 


place, and for their ſakes. The extremity 


ERrength of his affection to us. 5 


* 
_ 
1 


on- it had not been ſuch a warning as this a 


of God's wrath for our fin, to ſee ſacl} © 


of his ſufferings for as, commends the 


And | 


4 


o 
« 


the ſweeteſt mereies for you, & therefore 
| fo the bittereſt ſufferings for Chriſt, 


deſigned for you, as you will hear in the 
Proſecuting of the ſecond DoFrine, which 
for diſpatch I purpoſe to handle as one Vie 


164 ol this point now before me. 
O the admirable and aſtoniſhing love of. 


God to us poor Worms of the Earth, to 
deliver up his own Son into the hands of 
his Enemies, that thirſted for his Blood; 

long had they been reſtrained from aitis- 
fying their, wickedneſs, and executing. their 
malice till now, and this was the hour 
which he often "ſpake of: My hour is not 
yer come. But, oh what a diſmal hour was it 
When it did come! when Providence let 


Jooſe both Devils and Men upon Chriſt ! 


| activer' him ever to the will of his Ene- 
mies. And this was not all, Chriſt was 
not only deliver&d up into the hands of 
ae worſt of men, but which was much 
more terrible, into the ſevere hands of 
Divine Juſtice, to grapple with the pure, 
E pomixed, and unaljiayed Wrath of the 
| great. and terrible God. 


ally, We will im prove this point in 
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And thus you ſee the reaſons of all this 
ſeverity to Jeſus Chriſt. God intended 


rom his deep ſufferings you may confi. 
gently conclude-the beſt of mercies are 
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double Uſe, by way of Information and | 
Exhortat ion. 15 — 


2 


I. Uſe of Infor mat ion. 


Firſt, The Severity of Gods Juſtice to 


Teſus Chriſt informs us what a, dreadful 


evil ſin is, which ſo incenſes the Wrath of ü 
God, againſt his own Son, when he bare; 


our ſins, and ſtood before the Bar of God 
25 our Surety, 3 | 


Come hither hard hearts, (hard indeed, Mi 


if this cannot break them) you complain 


you cannot ſee the evil of ſin, ſo as to be. 


deeply humbled for it ; fix your eyes 2 
while here, & intently confider the point 


in hand: Suppoſe you ſaw a tender and 


pitiful Fathor come into open Court with 


fury in his face, to charge his own, his 


only, and his moſt beloved Son; and pro- 


ſecute him to death, and nothing able to 
ſatisfie him, but his bleod ; and be wen 
pleaſed when he ſees it ſhed :. Would oan 


not ſay, O, what horrid evil hath the done, 


it muft be ſome deep wrong, ſome heinous i 
crime that he is guilty of, elſe: it could 


never be that his own Father could for- 
get his bowels of pity and mercy; yet | 
thus did the Wrath of Sed break forth a- 
sainſt his dear Son, When he ſtood beſore 


8 5 l 
the 
. * 

— 4 4. : 
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the Bar as our Surety charged with the 
guilt of our fins, 8 8 
Secondly, Learn hence, what a fearful 


thing it is to fall into the hands of the 


living God. Well might Luther cry out, 
Nolo Dea us abſolutum. Let me have no- 


thing to do with an abſolute Ged. Woe 


to them that ſtand before God in their 


oon perſons, without Chrift ; how will 
_ Juſtice handle them! For if theſe things 


were done in the green Tree, what Shall be 
done in the dry Tree ? Luk. 23.31. Did the 
Son of Sod fear, tremble. (ſweat clods 
of Blood ? Did he ſtand amaz'd, and fall 
jute ſuch an Agony of ſoul when he drank 
that cup, which he knew in a few hours he 
ſhould drink up, and then never taſte the 
bicterneſs-of it more: How fad is their 
caſe, that muſt drink of that Cup for 


| | ever, a Cup that hath Eternity to the 


bottom! | 


Thirdly, How incomprehenſible and 


3 raviſhing is the love of God to men, 


that would rather be ſo ſevere to Jeſus 


Chriſt, the darling of his ſoul, than make 


us the objects of his Wrath for ever! 
| Which of you (though there be  infi- 
nitely leſs tenderneſs in your hearts than 

in Gods ) would lay your hauds upon a 


Child, the worſt Child you have, and 


Put 


l - # mA — : 
W -& „ 0 — SET A _ a * — — , 4 — . _ * — 

7 "ER oy * v IMC 85 Wy wh Sar. * * 8 y * * * * * : 0 8 a 4 NR 
1 ad wn 3 on a = * * * 2 | of 1 * LE > 4 * * - 
f ö ; s p 9 5 * 

1 Nr 4 * * 5 
f 8 
I 5 4 
1 1 . ö 
4 = ” 
a * a 2 
, ES. - x of 1 5 
; | 1 1 [©] | n 
1% 6 . ' - 
* 7 þ 
* N a d s 
> ö : \ 
.£ MM 
n- *Y P 
g 1 


: 9 9 
0 9 
N G 


Meditations. 1 
put him to death, for the ſake of the belt 
Friend you have in the world! But -Gad 


with his own hand delivered his Sen, i 


his only Son, that from everlaſting was 
the delight of his ſon], who never offended 


him, to death, the moſt carſed and cruet. 
| death, and all this for Enemies; how uns 
ſpeakable is this love, and paſt fiading 


Fourthly, Did not God ſpare his ow 


Son; then let none of us ſpare our own! 


fins. Sin was that Sword which pierce@ 


hearts 3 if you ſpare ſin, God will net 


ſpare you, Deut. 29. 20. We ſpare fin 3 


when we faintly oppoſe it, when we e 
cuſe, cover, and defend it; when We ars 
inpatient under juſt rebukes and reproots Þ 
for it; but all kindneſs to fin, is cruelty} 2 
to our own ſouls. © © i 
Fiſthly and laſtly, If God did net ſpare 7 
Chriſt, certainly he intends to {pare Be= 
tievers for his ae NEE ELM 
| The Surety could not be ſpar'd, that | 
the Ne might be ſpar'd for ever: K 23 
God had ſpared him, he could not hae 
ſpared us; if he aflits his People, it is 
not for ſatisfaction to hinaſelf, but profit 7 
to us, Hb. 12, 10. Should God ſpare the 
cod of Affliction, it would not be fer 
en bh — advantages 2 


Chriſt : O let ſorrow for fin. pierce . ll 
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advantage. So many ſanctified afflic̃t ions 


As are ſpar'd or abated, ſo. many mercies 


Aung Jpiritnal advantages are with- held 
From us, But as for thoſe ſtrokes of Juf 
Tice that are the effects of Gods Vindict- 
Ave wrath, they ſhall never be felt by Be. 
Lie vers for ever. 


Mueez d into Chriſt's Cup, and not one 


Atop left to imbitter ours. 


— 
. 
—- 
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$ 2. 2. Oſe of Exhor F ation. 
Did not God ſpare his own Son, but 


3 ive him up to death for us all? Then 
Pofleſs your hearts fully in the aſſurance 
Pf this great truth, That the greateſt and 


Heſt of mercies (hall not be denied or with- 


Bell from you, if you be in Chrift, Lay it 
Jon as a ſure concluſioa of Faith, and 


Build up your hope and comfort upon it. 
Ibis takes in the ſecond Obſervation, and 


All the Wrath, all the 
BE - ©urſe, all the Gall and Worniwood Was 
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eſteem for his own Son Inflnitely above 
al other things; He is his own Son, his: 
dear Son, Col. 1. 13. the Beloved, "Epb. 15 


6 The delight of his foul, Ifa. 42. 1. No. | 1 


thing is valued by God at that rate that” 


the moſt excellent mercy, but parts with. 


the very darling of his fool for. us, how” = q 
ſhall he deny or with-hold any leſſer in-⸗ 3 


ferior mercy ? It-is hot to be imagined he 
is the mercy Emphatically ſo cated, Duke” 
I, 72. bY | Fe e E 1 


Secondly, Jeſus Chriſt is a Comprehenſive” 


mercy, including all other mercies in him- 
ſelf, he is the Tree of Lite, all other“ 


mercies are but the fruits growing ow i 


him; he is the Son of Righreoufneſs, and” 
whatever comfort ſpirituz! or natural res 


ſreſhes your ſouls or bodies, is but a B 
from that Sur; a Stream from that Foun=" 7 
part with Chriſt ccc“ 


tain, If then God TA 
you, and for you, he will not with-hol@? 
other mercies ; he will not give the hoe 
Tree, and deny an Apple; beffow the" 


Fountain it felf, & deny you the Streams 
All ſpiritual mercies are in him, and gi den 


with him. Eph. 1. 3. Bleſſed be the G 
and Father of our Lord 


2 Heauisg 
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Firſt, God bath (certainly a value an 


Je ſus Chriſt, wha” 
hath blelſed us with all ſpuritual ble #8. 
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i Chriſt is valued, If therefore he ſpare not”; : q 
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- . Capable as Belivers —_ f 
When God ſpared not his own Son, this 


nly places in Chriſt Jeſus. All Tem 
porels are in him, and given with him, 


ib. 6. 33. they are additionals to that 
great mercy. 8 


1 


: = - _ Thirdly, If God ſpared not Chriſt, the 


Þeſt mercy, but delivered him up for us 


tainly he will not deny leſſer mercies 


ES when we are reconciled and made Friends 
to him. And this is the forcible reaſon 
= of the Apoſtle, which even compels afſent, 


Nom. 5:9. Much more being now juſtified by 
his Blood, we fhall be ſaved from wrath thro 


Fourthly and laſtly, If it were the very 


deſign and intention of God in not ſparing 
© His own Son, to open thereby a door for 
= al mercies to be let In upon us, then 'tis 
not imaginable he ſhould with-hold them. 


He will not loſe his deſign, nor lay ſe ma- 


ny ftripes upon Chriſt in vain : Some ſhall 


ſurely have the benefi 


- 


t of it, and none lo 


Vas the deſign of it, and could you know 


. "pear to be ſuch as theſe. 


he thoughts of his heart, chey would ap- 


F 4 - 


I will now manifeſt the fierceneſs of my 


- the 


* 


* 


all when we were his Enemies, then cer- 


Math to Chriſt, and the falneſt of my Love 
te Believers. The pain ſhall. be his, that 


Death his, and the Life theirs, 

' He ſhall groan, and they ſhall triumphg 

His. heart ſhall be heavy far a ti 
2 


479 1 
the eaſeand reſt may de theirs; : e 
his, and the healing balm ifſuing from dn *. 1 


theirs. The Condemnation his, and the Fal- 
tification theirs, The Re proasb and Shams 
his, and the Honour and Glory theirs. The 
Cutfe his, and the Bleſſing theirs. 


negar and Gall his, the ſweet of it deine 


He ſhall mourn, that they may rejoyce ? | 
[i 


that theirs may be light and glad 
ever. He ſhall be forfiben? that” wen 
may never be forſaken + Ot of the 
worſt ef miſeries to him, mali; fprin 
the ſweeteſt of mercies to them, Ol 
Grace, Grace; beyond the Cogceptiag 
of the largeſt mind, the ex pre e | 
the Tones of A — WEAI 
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"| . Far ber 55 the Child 8 S faid, s 87 
1 | 


il tears, Lord 1 believe, help 3 
V Unbclief. | 5 10 


JE n of theſe 8 is to ne 
be gather'd from the Context, & 
briefly it was this; A tender 
. Father brings a poſſeſſed Child «by 
8: bo drin to de cured, with a Si pores, a dr 
3. : doubting. queftion, If thoy. canft do any ef 
I: have compaſſion upon us, and help us. ge 
1 Words imparting much natural affestion 7 
aten eve to his Child. Have Com- 


13 paſſion Faß Mus] and help us) If the in 
4 ein b ßer, the 2 is not well. 


1 — * touches. the Ce is wy by his Fay er 


* 
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1 
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Child, fo al fo, his own fp 


© Meditations. 1 


And as they import his affect ion to his 
iritual diſeaſe, or 

the weakneſs of his Faith. His Child was 
poſſeſt with a dumb Devil, and himſelf 
with unbelieving doubts and ſuſpitions 
of Chriſts ability 
The Child had a fick body, and the Fa- 
ther an infirm Soul. Satan afflicted one 
by a poſſeſſion, and the. other by tempta - 
1 Fr 
Chriſt returns 18 doubting language: | 


upon himſelf, ver. 23. Jf thou can be, 
lie ve, all things are poſfible to him that 
believeth- q. d. Doſt thou doubt of my 
ability to heal thy Child ? queſtion ras. 
ther thy own ability to believe for his. Ml 


cure; If he be not heal'd, the cauſe wilt 


not be in my nabsliry,. but in thine own. 


infidelity : Which he ſpeaks not to i 


nuate. that Faith was in his own power, 
but to conyince him of bis weaknels, & 
drive him to God for aſſiſtance, which ß 
for immediately. % 


effe& it obtain d; 
cry d ont and ſaid with rears, Lord F be- 
lieve, help thou mine unbelief. | 

O bow. good is it for men to be bro't. = 
into the ſtraights of affliction ſometimes 2 1 
Had not this man fallen into this dieß i 
treſs, it's „ leaſt 


nor lo ſoon } arrived either ro wm 


22 pa 8 — — . — 


ect 


to. cure his Child 


2 ˙ 


bf 1 3 Sacramental 


1 az of his 'S; or the weakneſs of it. Tl 
the words we may note theſe three | 
4 B \pirts ; 
| Firſt, A bai of his Faith, Lerd avin 
Ilelieue. | 
\ Secondly A Senſe of the weakneſs of FE 
bis Faith, Help then my unbelief. : tru} 
Thirdly, The affection with which 
85 h were uttered. He cried ont, and him 
- ſaid with tears. It theſe tears proceeded | 
"from the ſenſe and feeling of divine pow- 
er inabling him to believe, ab ſome think, 
than they were tears of joy, and would 
inform us of this great truth. 
Dot. 1. That the leaft and loweſt mea cot 
Tere of true Faith is matter of joy unſpes ble 
Fable to the poſſeſſor of it. 
"If they proceeded from the ſenſe of Cl 
the weakneſs of his faith, then they sive Jae 
.vs this note. : bl 
oct. 2. That the remainder of undelicf 
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The Apoſtle in the 2 Pet. 1. I. calls it 


% 


will appear in thefe particlars. 2 
Firſt, The leaft degree of ſaving faith 


truly unites the ſoul to Jeſus Chriſt, and 1 


makes it as really a branch or member of 
him, as Moſes, Abraham, or Puul were. 


All ſaving Faith receives Chriſt, John 14 


12. Indeed the ſtrong Believes receives 
him with a ſtronger and ſtedier hand than 
the weak one doth, who ſtaggers, doubts, 
and trembles, but yet receives him, and 


conſequently is as much intereffed in the 


bleſſed priviledges flowing from Union, as 


the greateftBeliever in the world. Such are 
Chriſts complacency in our per ſons and 
duties, his ſympathy with us in our trou- 
bles and affeMions, and our intereſt in his 
perſon and purchaſe, 


to melt, yea, overwhelm the heart of 4 


poor Sinner to diſcover and fegl that in 
bim to 


his own heart, which entile 
ſuch mercies. * | 


Secondly, From the leaſt degree of ſa- 


ving faith we may infer. as plenary à re- 


miſſion of ſin, as from the ſtrongeſt, The, "i 
_ Weakeſt Believer is eee 9 


. - 


2 * 


1 
119 
precious Faith, and it well deferves that E- ũ̃⁵³ 
pither 3 for the leaſt and loweſt degree f 
faving Faith is of invaluable excellency, as 


And is not this = 
matter of exceeding joy? Is it not enough Mi 
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4 I ws as -J ! Act, 10. 43. By. him 
A that believe are juſtified from all things, 
All that believe without difference of. ſiz- 
es, ſtrength, or degrees, the leaſt as well 
as the greateſt, the Believer of a day old, 
as well as the Fathers and Worthies of 
greateſt and longeſt ſtanding. 

Loe then the leaſt meaſure of faith in 
F titles thee as really to the greateſt bleſſing: 


true, the ſtronger the acting of faith i 

the clearer the evidence uſually is, bat i *. 
tereſt in the priviledge is the ſame in both. 
If then thou caoR diſcern but the weakeſt 
act, and ſmalleſt meaſure of faith in thy 


EX foul, haſt thou not reaſon with him in the 
Fee, to cry out and ſay with tears, Lord 
F DF believe. Canſt thou receive and read 


this Par don, the parden of fach and fo 
many fins, and not a. it with thy tears. 
O its matter of joy unſpeakable. 

zauly, The leaſt degree of ſaving faith in- 


matter of melting and tranſporting conſi- 
deration, nothing is? O, it's matter of 


ſubject to us, Luke 10. 20. From hence it 

may be inferr'd, that we are choſen of 
| God, Ad ;. 48. A. many as were ordained 
10 eternal fl believed. _ Fourth- 


1 +1 as the higheſt a&s of faith can do. 2 


ſers thy Election of Oed; & if that be not 


more joy, that our names are ritten in 
the Book of Life, than that the Devils are 


life, Fob. 4. 14 


of Faiths 


=. 


| Meditations. : 


rosie the leaſf meaſure of ſaving © = 


faith is a mercy greater than moſt men IF 


— 


ever partake of. 
'Tis true, God is rich and bountiful in 


the gifts of Providence to others, they a 
bave the good things of this life, many of IM 


them more than their hearts can wiſh, 


Pſal. 73. 7, He enricheth many of them = 
alſo with endowments of the mind, natu- 
ral and moral knowledge and wiſdom, yea = 
them with FAomunical - Mb 


and -adorns 
Vertues, that render them very defirable 


and lovely in their converſes with wen; 


but there are but few, to whom he gives ⁶ 
ſaving faith, Ja. 53. 1. Believers are * Ni 


a ſmall remnant among men. 
Fifthly and laſtly, He that bath anyz 
the leaſt degree of ſaving faith, hath that 
which ſhall never be taken away from 
him, all other excellencies go away ag 
death, Job 4.21. But this is a. ſpring thak 
never fails, it ſprings up into everlaſting 
A man may out- live his 
Friends and Familiars, his Eſtate & Health, 


his Gifts and Natural parts, but not his q 


Faith; how great matter. of joy and 


comfort is wrapt up | in the leaſt, Ow} 
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B TY concergs us then to examine . 


ſelves whether our Faith be true, be it 
more or leſs, ſtronger or weaker, and till 
we diſcern its truth, it will yield us but 


lconfeſs weak Bdlievers are under great 


- diſadvantages to comfort, {mall and weak 


things being uſually very inevident and 
undiſcernable 3, but yet in this example 
before us, we find weak faith was made 


by evident, though much unbelief was mixed 


with it. Lord I believe, hely thou my un- 


belief, In which words, many very -uſe- 
ful Bens of true, though weak faith, did 


appear, and they are very relieving to 


weak Betievers to confider them. 0 that 
we may find the like in us. 


Firſt, His Faith gave him a tender n melt- 


ing heart. He cr 3 ont, and ſaid with 
tear. Doth your fa 


ith melt your hearts, 
either in the ſenſe of your own vileneſs, or 
of the” riches of free grace to ſuch” vile 
- Creatures ? 1 

Secondly, His Faith gave him a deep 
Fa of his remaining uabelief, and bur- 
dened his heart with it, Help my unbelief 
And ſure ſo will yours, if it be but as 2 
brain of Muſtard- ſeed in af he 


little comfort „ 


9 


| "Meditations. 123 
{| Thirdly, His weak Faith carried hin 
Ito Chriſt in ferveat-prayers and cries fog = 
his help to ſubdue unbelief in him, ank 
ſo will yours if your Faith be right. h 


Throne of Grace upon that Errand ! 


very unbelieving; there's no dealing 


help me. 
F %ͤ' .. - 


. - ? * 4 L 
gy an, i * 3 7 : if 
| 


how often do the People . go to the Ml 
Inelp Lord, my heart is dead, vain, and % 
with it in my own firength; Fathers 


vple Fourthly, His Faith made hin hunger c 


nade _ thirſt AT, 2 5 of ity Þ 
un- that | may believe with more ſtrong and ö 


ue. | teddy acts of Faith; that 1 may aer 


did dueſtion thy power any mere, or lay If 


ben canſt do any thing. Why 'thas Wi e i 
nd de with you, if You be true Believers, 43 ; 


increaſe our Faith. r 
Fiſthly, There was a conflict in his foul 
betwixt Faith and Infidelity, 
Corruption, and this very ſenſible to him 

faith inclining him ane way, and andelief 


eep like 2 man greatly diſtreſſed betwixt the 
workings of contrary principles in his 
own Soul, and fo you will alſo find it in 
your ſelves, Gal. y. 17. The fleſp luftee® Mi 
«z6inft the ſpirit, and 196 ſpirit againſt tht Þ 
TE: ow eg Tm mn 


race and | | 


carrying him another; & hence he ſpeaks 
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2. Uſe of cunſolatiom 


Well then, bleſs the Lord for the leaſt 
degree of ſaving Faith, and be not ſo dit 
SS Ccouraged at its imper fections as to over- 
RE 209k and ſlight. the ſmalleſt workings of 
1 faith in your ſouls. This poor man was 
deeply fenfible of his unbelief, and yet at 
wr ghe fame inſtant truly thankful for a ſmall 
meaſure of Faith, and fo ſhould you 


or, | + 

_ Firſt, Tke leaſt meaſure of ſaving Faith 
IS more than all Creatures power-could 
Produce; Tis the faith of the operation ol 
God, Col. 2. 12. tis the work of Got 
chat ye believe, Job. 6. 29. Lea, tis the 
Exceeding greatneſs of his power to ur. 
Ward, who believe according to the work 
ang of his mighty power, Eph. 1. 19, 20. 
No Miniſters ot Chriſt, how excellent ſo 
ever their gifts are, no duties or ordinate 
res ; no labour or diligence of your owa, 
without this mighty power of God, can 
oer bring you to Faitn... 
wr Secondly, Tis juft matter of wonder & 


Was kindled in ſuch an heart as thine is; 


aſtoniſhment that ever one ſpark of fairhſ 
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in heart which had no prediſpoſition s i 
iaclination in the leaſt to believe; yea, MM 
it was not raſa tabula, like clean papers 
N!void of any impreſſion of faith, but id. 
Pwpith contrary impreſſions to it; ſo that. 
least it's marvellous that ever your hearts re- 
o dit ceived the ſtamp or impreſſion of faith 
oven en ben. 
gs of It was wonderful that fire ſhould fall MM 
was from Heaven, and burn upon the Altar, 
ret at when Elijah had laid the wood in order 
ſmall upon it, but much more when he poured 
yen. ſo much water upon it, as not only- wer. 
all the wood, büt fill'd the Trenches 
Faith i Ning. 187 3 3. Juſt ſo was the caſe of, 
ould thy ſoul Reader, when God came ta 
on oi kindle faith there. Thy heart was dark. 
God and ignorant, neither acquainted with 
the God ot thy own condition; yea, thy 
un heart was a proud heart, full of. ſelf⸗ 
ork WW righteouſneſs and ſelf-conceitednels, Neu 
20. 3. 17. Rom. 10. 3z. à hearts; that won 
m ſo: rather venture Eternal Damnation, than 
nate deny Self, and ſubmit to Chriſt; and 
Wa, yet the light of the Lord muſt ſhines 
into this darkneſs, and the pride ank 
ſtiffneſs of thy heart muſt be broken 
and brought to yield, or there is ne 
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mies did oppoſe the work of Faith ia thy 
fſonl? Among which Satan, and thy own 

_ carnal reaſonings were the principal, Cor. ll 
40. 4. By them what ſtrong holds and fl 
fornifications were raiſed to ſecure thee 
from the ſtrokes of conviction, and made 
Way for Faith. Let but the ſtate of thine 

= own heart as it was by nature, be conſide- £ 
red; and thou wilt ſay, it is the wonder- b 
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ful work of God that ever thou walt bro't |. © 
in any degree to believe. 
AT Thirdly, Though thy Faith be weak, n 
S_ yet ic is growing, if it be ſaving Faith t 
TRE The largeſt Tree was once but a Kernel | h 
or Acorn: The moſt famous Believer at ft 
AS firſt but a werk and doubting one. Be r 
not diſcouraged therefore, God will ful = 


— 


ER - Bouriſhing in your fools, 
ful, ungrateful and eee _ deſpon- 
dency, at once to di 

wma wrong your ſelves. 
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Dat the remains of unbelief in gracious 
he arts do coſt them many tears and ſorrowse 


„„ 5 oP YG 5 | 
here are many things that afflict and 
grieve the People of God from without, Ml 
bat all their outward. troubles are nothigg 
; to theſe froubles that come from within. | 
There are many. inward troubles that 
make them groan, but none more than 
this, the unbelief they find ia their own 8 
hearts. This lin juſtly coſts. them more off 
trouble than other ſins ; - becauſe it is the 
root from which other fins do ſpring za Ml 
root of - bitterneſs, bearing wormwood al 
and gall to the imbittering of their ſouls. Ml 
t Ror%“,tl R—_S 
Firſt, The remains of unbelief in the 
Saints greatly diſnonour God; and What 
is a great diſhour to God, cannot but be ll 
a great grief and burden to them, For 
look as faith gives God ſpecial banonr - 
bove all other graces, ſo unbelief in a. ſpe- i 
cial. manner, both wrongs and grieves. hin 
above all other fins. Uabelief in domini« 4 
on makes God 4 liar, 1 Jh. F. 10, and e- 
ven the relicks thereof in Believers, dot 
Wake their aſſent to his truths and prog 
e „ miſes 
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miſes. and noüriſhes 1 vile ſuſpicion of 
=_ them in the heart; and how do thoſe 
Ws - Þafe jealouſtes reffect upon his honour # 
Certainly it cannot but be a grief to gra- 
=  fions hearts to ſee God difhonoured by 
SE others, Fſal. 119. 36. and a much greater 
d diſhonour him eur ſelves, hinc ide la 
_ im. Upon this ground we may juſtly 
ce out, and fay with tears, Lord help our 
1-8 | unde lief. . Es | PE | 
_ Sccondly. The remains of unbelief in 
dee Saints, doth not only diſhonour God, 
dee defaces and ſpoils their beſt duties, in 
Which they at any time approach unto 
EEE God. Is the face of God clouded from us 
prayer, hearing or receiving. Examine 
die cave and reaſon, and you will find 
EET that cloud rais'd from your own unbeliev+ 
CHE Tg hearts, Are your affections cold, flat 
ER and dead in duty f dig but to the root, and 
24 3 Fo will Rad this fin to lie there. If the 
FEES word do not werk upon you 18 you deſire 
EEE and pray it migit, it is deeauſe it is not 
FE mingled with faith, Zeb. 4. 3. No Duties, 
:  M- if ances no Promiſes can give down 
their ſweet influences upon your ſouls, be- 
WW eſe of this fin. Now Gormmunion with 
= As Lori in duties, is. the life of our life 
WE Theſe things are dearer to the Saints than 
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wail and mouran-.over that fin, which ob: | 
eteſt en- 


ſtruts and intercepts their (we 
joy ments in this world. 


Thirdly, The remains of unbelief gives i 


advantage and ſucceſs to Satans temptati- 


ons upon us. Doth he at any time affright 


and ſcare us from our duty, or draw and 


intice us to the commiſſion of ſin, or dat» il 


ken and cloud our condition, and fill us 


with inward fears and horror, without * 
cauſe; all this be doth by. the mediation ⁵ 


of our. own unbelief. Tae Apoſtle in 


Epb. 6. 16. calls Faith the ſouls Shield; a- "ll 
zainſt temptat ion: And 1 John 5. 4. "tis il 
cak'd the Victory by which we overcome, - 


(i. e. the Sword or Weapon by which J : 
we Archieve our Victories. And if ſo, 


then unbelief difarms us both of Sword i 
and Shield, and leaves us naked of defenice ⁵⁶ 
in the day of Battel, a prey to the nets il 


temptation that befalts us. 


Foarthly, The remains of unbellef hins 


der the thriving of all graces 2 it's a worm 
at their root; a plant of ſuch a-malighant 
haality, that not ing which is ſoititual Bl 
can theive under the dt 3» 
of it. It's laid Feb. 4. . that the Gol WM 

was Preached to the Helter, but 8 
gig not profit them, not being mitted with 
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cellent will make that ſoul to - thrive dut 
where unbelief prevails: Lou Priy, yen ia o 
Hear, you Faſt, you Meditate, and yeiſ to f. 
vou do not thrive, your ſpiritual food path 
_ . doth no good: You come from Ordiaan- fin, 
ces as dead, careleſs, and vain as you went inte 
to them; and why is it thus, but becauſe fl 
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olf remainivg anbelief? 
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Let all the People of God bewail and z. 
tenderly mourn over the remainders of. ; 
'znfidelity in your own. hearts, There, hes 
there is the root of the diſeaſe ! & ſarely MW fol 
Reader, thy heart is not free of ſuch thi 
Aymptoms of it as appear in other mens Il tr. 
hearts. For do but conlider, _ Wo 
1. Spt. What is our Impatiency to br 

BE Watt for mercy,. and deſpondency of ſpi- up 

nit, if deliverance come not quickly in be 

che outward or inward. ſtraights of ſoul a 
or body but a plain ſymptom of unbeliel 
iia dur hearts. He that believes will not 
reale hafte, Ila. 28. 16. He that can be- 
FRE -dieve, can alſo wait Gods time, Pſalm 27. 
1 * 2. Symp. And what doth our readineſs 
de uſe ſiaſal mediums to prevent or ex- 
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0 ex- ericate our ſelves ont. of trouble, ſpeak” 
rive, but a great deal of Infidelity lurking fill 
You ia our hearts; might but Faith be heard 
| yerll to ſpeak, it would fay in thy heart, let me 
ood rather die ten deaths than commit ane 
an fin, It's ſweeter and eaſier to die in any 
vent integrity, than to live with a defiled or 
auk Y wounded Conſcience. T'is nothing but 

our unbelief that makes us fo ready to 
put forth our hands to iniquity, When the 
rod of the Wicked teſts long upon us, or ⁵⁶ü 
any eminent danger threatens us, Hſal. 123. 
| 25 Sympt. Doth not the unbelief of your 
hearts ſhew it ſelf in your deeper tho't- 
ſulneſs and great anxieties about earthly 
things, fat. 6. 30. We pretend we have 
truſted God with our ſouls to all Eterni- mM 
ty, and yet cannot truſt him for our daily 
bread. We bring the evils of to morrow I 
upon to day; and all becauſe. we 'cannos I 
O Reader, how much berter were it 6 
hear ſuch queftions as theſe from thee if 
206 BY how (hall I ger an heere ſuitable te 66 
e- mercies 1 do enjoy ? How fhalt 1 duly 
7. improve chem for God? What ſhall 1 
v render te the Lord for all his goodness? 
es This would better become hes, than to 
* afflict 2% ſelf with what ſhall 7 7 
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h 1 drink, er 'wherewithal- fball- I be 
cloathed ? © IL 


4. mt. What doth the (laviſh fear of 

death ſpeak, but remains of unbelief ſtill 
in our hearts? Are. there not-many faint-. 
ingt, tremblings, deſpondencies of mind une, 
der the thoughts of death? O, if Faith were 


high, thy ſpirit could not be ſo low, 2 Cor; 


J. 1, 2 3. The more bondage of fear, the. 


more infidelity, — 3 
F. Sympt. To conclude what is the voice 


of all choſe diſtrations of thy heart in re- 
ligieus duties, but want of faith, weakneſs 
in faith, and the actual prevalence of un- 
bdeuef? Lou come zo God in prayer, and. 


there a thouſand Vanities beſet you; your 


SEL heart is carried away, it roves, it wanders 
do the ends of the earth. Conſcience 


EE fmites for this, and faith, Thou doſt but 
= mock God, thy ſoul will ſmart. for this; 


pos feeleſt neither ſtrength nor ſweet: 
TRE neſs ariſing out of ſuch duties. You en- 


quire for remedies, and fill the ears of 


Friends with your complaints, and it may. 


de ſee not the root of all this to de in 
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= your own unbelief. But there it is, and 
ti bat be cured, it will not be better 
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Yet dr dt poor Chritians-fo mourn 
as thoſe that have no hope or aden | 
comfort, even in this caſe. For, 4 

Firſt, Though there be remains of un- 
belief i in yeu, yet you have infinite cauſe 

bleſs God that they are but remains. 
Lo ou once were in unbelief, 1 Tim, 1, 13 
(5. wy under the ful power and domini- of 
on of it. Had God cut you off in % ll 
ſtate, you mal: certainly have periſhed. 2 A 
This is robs diſeaſe, but that was the << N 
of your ſouls. 8 

Secondly, Though unbelief be in you;. 
yet it is net in you per modum quietis 5. 
by way of reſt, as t is in all unbelie- [: j 
ers, but by way of daily conflict, & as 
a burden too heavy to be borne: | Nor 
tho the fin be ſad, yet the forrow for 
it is ſweet; and your conflicts with it * 
brings you under a--very comfortable. 
fign of gr ace, Kom. 7. 21. \ | . 1 : 
Thirdly, This is a diſeaſe under which = 
all Chriſtians do labour more dr leſs. 
There is net a heart ſo hely in all che if 
world; bat is in ſome degree tainted- & ü 
inſected with this diſeaſe. And this bath A 


—_ idee, not * in all ang 1 
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Ne all Gen but in all the acts of theie 


| FE. Z car 
5 "i . - Hith- Jobs faith triumphed in chap. 13. ff cor 
4: yet had " Aeg and fainting fit, in tro 
14 : 5 brabam was a moſt reaown- hin 


— n 2 pattern & example of If ou! 
Picks oh how high a pitch did his faith 
mount to, in Ger. 22. 3. and yet there was 
time when it fainted, and faiſed him a 
t Cerar, Cen. 20. 2, 9, 10, Il. David in 
4 27. I. 23. was not like David in 
116 Z x Som. 29. 1. The faith of Peter mene 
eus like the Sun in a glorious confeſſion, 
ES Afar. 16. 6. and yet was not only be- 
14 clouded, bat ſeemed to be gone down and 
= guitc ſet in Afar. 26. 64. though it after. 
; 8 wards recovered it ſelf. © 
= - ' Fourthly, Tis not this er that degree 
1 of unbelief eber damns a man, but the 
_ E and dominien of it ther damus him, 
_ indeed your comtort much depends upon 
= tbe ſtrength of your faith, but your ſalve 
Zen depends upon the truth of ic. Moſt 
_—_— Chriſtians come to Heaven with a weak 
ad deabting faith, but few with: their, 
mails ad with a dire and freſh wind 
1 Vf allurance. 
Fiſthly, There is enou ch in Chriſt to 
"help thy vunbelief. Lord faid this poor 
man, help my unbelief. He is an excellent 


Os, and knows bow to relieve and 
cure 


* 
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cure thee Ge to him and groan out thy 
13, complaint, tell him thy heart is pained & 
| troubled with this diſeaſe ; thou ſhalt find i 
n- him a faithful, skilfal and merciful Savi- 
our. * 
Hr Sixthly, It's but a little while before 1 
was this, with all other diſeaſes bred by it in 
a as thy ſoul, ſhall be perfectly healed; Sanc- Wl 
2 in N tification is a cure begun, Glorification is » 
1 in the cure performed & compleated : The "= 
ene ff former hath deſtroy'd the dominion, the hl 
ion latter will deſtroy the exi/tence of it in 56 
be- thy ſoul; When you come to Heaven, & 
and never till then will you find your ſelves YH 
ter- well, and at eaſe in every part. 
| And thus mach of the ſecond point, 7Y 
There are ſome general'obſervations a- 
riſing from both parts of my Text, con- 

ſidered together, viz. The thankful ac 
knowledgment of his faith, and the fors YZ 
rowful ſenſe of his unbelief. It ſhall ſuf- 
fice for a concluſion to this Meditation on: * 
kY ly to note them, and they are theſe; ©. 7 
ic PFirſt, Fhat the deepeſt ſenſe of fin malt {\.Y 
not exclude an humble and thankful c- 
knowledgment of the grace of God in his 2 
People. Tis the fault of moſt to hide 94 
their fins, and the fault of ſome to hide 

their graces, Mg 

eee ) Acceptance of our perſons K I 
N | 2 


- 


s GSGatramental 

Aauties is a pure act of grace. There's ng 
dAauty performed in a perfect act of faith; 
all is mixt with unbelief in ſome degree, 


che Honey and the Comb are mixt toge. 


ther, Cant. 2. 8. No duty as it comes from 
1 4 us is pure. | | i | 
=_— Thirdly, Juſtly may we ſuſpect tht | 
_—_ faith for a falſe faith, which boaſts of its 
itrength, but never mourns in the ſenſe of 
nauabelief. Where there are no conflicts 
with ſin, there can de no ſound evidence 
of fincerity. e 
Pourthly, Believers muſt not wonder to 
_— nd ſtrange viciſſitudes and alterations in  * 
WET. the ſtate of their ſouls. Sometimes a clear, 
and ſometimes a cloudy day. Sometimes 
_ } zhey have their. Sengs in the night, 
d fom:timss their bitter La- 
i mentations. If you ask why is it thus, 
tue anſwer is, there are twins within you, | 
_— contrary principles ſtrugling in your ſouls, 1 > 
and it is ne wonder at all to find peace & ker 
WE trouble, hope and fear, light and darkneſs, Ck 
= king their turns, and Tharing your time 
=} Þctwixt chem. ET 1 
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nce pſal. 40. ver. 8. 7 delight to do thy i 
will, O my God z ea thy Law ix L | 
within my beart- .- _ -* 
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Aſting my eye upon this precigy 
Text, I find it perplext & daf“ 
ned with variety, yea contraries Bl 

ty of expoſi.ions, The Jews & Jl 

Socintians generally refer all to David, 9 1 

ny ing Chriſt to be the per ſon here ſpgs 14 g 

ken of. Others refer the whole Pſalm to } 

Crit, but the beſt expoſitors refer: ig 

Pargly: to David, ind partly to Chrijt, lb 
That this Paragraph in Which my Teng 

lies, refers to Chriſt, is plain from the 4. 

poſtte s allegation of it, in Heb. 10. 5165 7. ; ; N 

In chis and the two former verſes theres 

lie three Zreat.points of truth, which you * 

may take up in this order. Eb 2 

$2, N 2 Fir 
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1 138 Sacramental 

Firſt, the Infufficiency and rejection of 
all legal Sacrifices, as things of no virtue 
zin themſelves to ſatisfie God, or fave men, 


{ Ver. 6. theſe thou wouldeft „ (i.e) 
2 never didſt appoint them to be the 


. means of ſalvation farther than they ſig- 


nified and pointed-at me, and now muſt 
| Yaniſh when I come in a body of fleſh, ac- 
cording to that, Col. 2. 17. 

Secondly, The introduction of 2 com- 


pleat and ſufficient. means of redemption, 


ver. 7. Loe I come. 
Thirdly, The ſuitableneſs and agreeable- 


| 4 14 þ nels of this work of redemption to the 


I and will of Jeſus Chriſt, verſ. 8. [ 
plight to do thy will, O my God * 3 Yea, 
Law is within my heart; or as It is 


Mt | in the Hebrew, in the midfl of my bowels. 


In the words we are to note two things 


i wiz. Firſt, The riſe and ſpring of mans 
WE redem ption. 


Secondly, The acceptableneſs and ſuita- 


ÞDleneſ of it to the heart of Chrilt. 


Firſt, The riſe and firſt ſpring. of mans 


i 1 Wedemption, the will and pleaſure of God. 


580 it pleaſed the Lord to appoint and 
7 order 3 that a remnant of poor loſt Sins. 


ners ſhould be ſaved. 
The execution and accompliſhment of 


this good pleaſure of God, was that part 


w 


which 


n of 
rtue 
nen, 
e. 
nd 
ſig- 
nuſt 


ac 


Om- 
ion, 


ble- 
the 
8. 1 
yea, 
R 
els. 
gs 
ans 


ita- 


ans 
od. 
ind 
in- 

of 
art 
nich 


was the riſe and firſt ſpring of our Res 


my heart. Loe, 1 come, 


which by agreement & conſent was com- 
mitted to the Son, and. is here call'd 4 
Law, or command laid upon bim. Ana 
and anſwerably the death of Chriſt is re- 
preſented as an act of obedience, Phil. 2. 1 
8. and reſpected Gods command for it, 
Joh. 10. 18. This Command ment have Ire 
ceived from my Father, referring to the 
Covenant of Redemption, which was be | 
twixt* them from everlaſting; and this 
demption by Chrift, 1 
Secondly, You have here the grateful- 
neſs and ſoitableneſs of this work te 6 
heart of Chriſt, I deligbt to do it, it is ing 


The Hebrew words note not ſimpis 
conſent or wilſmgaeſs, but the bighelt 
pleaſure and complacency that can be; a= 
work which raviſhes his ſoul with than 
delights of it. I delight ro do thy. wills if 
And that other expreſſion, Thy Law zl 


within my heart, or bowels ; hath as deep 


a ſenſe and ſignification, as the former, 


It notes the greateſt care, ſolici tude 28 


intention of mind, in keeping the maſt 
reciqus treaſure that was committed to 
im, for ſo the phraſe is uſed in Prov. 4. 


21. And ſo did our Redeemer eſteem and i 
reckon this work which was by the Fa- 
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1 Sacramental 


8 274 | 1 
ther demandated and committed to him. 
Hence the note is, e 


Doct. 


That the will of God to redeem Sinners by 
KF the incarnation and death of Jeſus Chriſt, 
_ 7 moſt grateful and pleaſing to the very 
_ br: f Crit, = 
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It is ſaid, Prov. 8. 31. when he was 


4 9 = 5 a . : 
1 ſollacing himſelf in the ſweeteſt enjoy-. 


ment of his Father, whilſt he lay in that 
bleſted boſom of delights, yet the very 
3 of this work gave him plea ſure: 
Then were his delights with the Sons of 
nen. And when he was come into the 
world, and had endured many abaſures & 
—_ injuries, and was even now come to the 
—_ moſt difficult part of the work ; yet, how 
0 en 1 flraightned, or pained ( ſaith he) il 
r ve acce mol iſbed, Luk 12 50. 

= Two things might call our thoughts to 
Þ May upoa them in this point. Ns 
_ Fir, The decency of it, why it ought 
do be . 2 
17 Secondly, Tae reaſons of it, whence 
Ai came to be fo. SES, 
Firſt, Why it ought to be a pleaſant 
aud gratetut thing ro Chriſt de take 
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one with the Father. 


ens ig above all appreheuttons 


* f NN 


a body of fleſh, and lay it down by 


death again for the redemption of Sin: 


NETS. PT he” = oa. 9 85 | 
Firſt, It became Chriſt to go about 


this work with chearfulneſs and delight, 
that thereby he might give his death, the 


nature and formality of a Sacrifice, 


In all Sacrifices you ſhall find that 


God had ſtill a regard, a ſpecial reſpe& 
to the will of the offerer. See Exod. 
5. 21. & Lev. f. 3. the voluntarineſs 
and chear fulneſs with which it is given, is 
of great regard with God. Pe 
Secondly, It ought co be fo, in regard 


of the unity of Chriſts will with the 


Fathers. The work of our redemptian 


is call'd, the pleaſure of the Lord, Va. 53. 


Io. And what was the Fathers pleaſure, 
could not be diſpleaſing to him, who is 


their wills can claſh, whoſe nature is one. 
Thirdly, This was neceſſary to mage 
nifie and commend the love of Teſys 


_ Chriſt to us, for whom he gave himſelf, 


That he came into the world to die 
for us, is a mercy of the firſt 


fuch willingneſs for our ſakes, this height. 
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; © magna 
tude, but that he came in love 40 our ſouls, 
and underwene all his (offerings. with * 


O this 


. 
4 


Ie is impoſſible 


is the moſt taking, the moſt raviſhing, the 
moſt aſtoniſhing conſideration of all: H. 
loved me, and gave himſelf for me, Gal. 2. 
20. He lived us, and waſhed us from our 
fins in hit own blood, Rev, 1, 5. Here love 
is in its bigheſt exaltation. De 

*  Fourthly, It was neceſſary to be ſo, for 
the regulating of all our obedience to 
God according to this pattern. That ſee- 
ing and ſetting this great example of obe- 
dience before us, we might never grutch 
nor grumble at any duty or ſoffering that 
Sod ſhould call us to. Yu know the grace 
ef our Lerd Feſus Chriſt, hom that though 


be was rich, yet for your ſakes be became 


poor. Saith the Apoſtle, when he would 
"preſs the Corinthians to their duty, 2 Cor. 
38.9. and when he would effectually urge 
"the Philippians to their duty; this is the 
argument, Let this mind be in you, wbiel 
al ſo was in Feſus Chriſt, Phil. 2. 5. So that 
it became and beheoved Chriſt thus to 
"undertake this great ſervice. 


Secondly, Next let us cenfider & exa · 


mine whence it came to be ſo pleaſant and 
acceptable to Jeſus Chriſt to come into 
"the world and die for poor Sinners. 

And we ſha'l find, that although the 
ſufferings of Cariſt were exceeding ſharp, 


and the cup of Gods wrath anſpeakably. 
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bitter; yet that which made it pleaſant 
and deſirable to Jeſus Chriſt, was the 
proſpect he had of the ſweet reſults and 
iſſues of his ſufferings, IA. 53. 10, 11. He 
ſhall fee of the travail of his ſoul,and ſhall be 
ſatisfied (i.e. ) he ſhall have great content 
and pleaſure from the iſſues & fruitsof his 
ſafferings, as Pſ 128.2. Thou ſhalt eat the la- 
2 of thy hands, (i.e ) the fruit of thy la- 
ours. So here, he all ſee the travail of his 
Soul, i. e. the fruit and effects of his travail; 
and to ſee this, ſhall be to him the reward J 
and recompence of all his ſufferings. Now as 
mong the (weet reſults of the ſufferings of i 
Chriſt, there are eſpecially theſe three 
which he fore-ſaw with ſingular content 
and delectation. | M 
Firſt> That in his ſufferings there would 
be made a glorious diſplay and manifeſta- 
tion of the divine Attributes; yea ſuch a 
glorious diſplay of them as never was 
made before to Angels or to men, nor e 
ver ſhall be any more in this World. For 
though, | a 
Firſt, The Jiſdom of God had made it 
ſelf viſible to men in the Creation of 
the World, yet there it ſhane but in a 
faint and Tanguiſhing beam, compared 
with this. Here divine Wiſdom put it 
ſelf as it were into a viſthle form, and 
repreſented it ſelf to the life. See 1 Cor. 


= *44 Sacramental 
1. 24. and Epy. 3. 16. Behold in the death 4. 1 
of Chriſt the Wiſdom of God in its || God 
higheſt exaltation and glory. O the ma- Son 
ni fold Wiſdom of God ! O the depth of Her 
his unſearchable wiſdom. Which J touch- 
ed in ſome particulars before, p. 102. 
Behold here the Wiſdom of God rai. 
ſing more glory to himſelf by occaſion 
of the breach of the Law, than could. ever 
have riſen to him from the moſt punctual 
_ ob/crvation of its commands, or the moft 
_ rigorous execution of its threatnings ; from 
= the occafion of the fall (which was our 
= undoing ) raiſing us to a far better eſtate, 
_ and with a much better ſecurity to enjoy 
it than that from which we fel}. Yea, be- 
hold and wonder, God by the death of 
== Chrift, recovering his Ele& from all the 
_ danger and miſchief of fin, and yer mi- 
—_— King the way and manner of their reco- 
very the faireft glaſs to repreſent the hor- we 
ror and evil of fin te them, that ever was I tba 
men them in this world. Oh, the Tri- lov 
umph of Divine Wiſdom! ne 
Secondly, Though the love of God had ve 
appeared before in our Creation, Pro- an 
FRE tection and Provifion, yet nothing to is 
_ what it doth in our Redemption by the ini 
Death of Chriſt. Loe, here is the love on 
of God in its ſtrength and glory, 1 Fob. up 
| | | ED 
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4. 10. Herein is love, not that we loved 
Goa, but that he lowed. us, and ſent his 
Sen to be the Propitiation for our (ins; 
Herein is love (i. e.) 
expre ſſion of Gods leve to the Creature 3 
not only that ever was, but that ever can 
be made; for in love only God aFeth to 
the uttermoſt. What ever his power hath 
done, it can do more; but for his love 


it can go no higher; he bath no greater 
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thing to give than his Chriſt. 'Tis tre, 


in giving us a being, and that in the nobleſt 
rank and order of Creatures on Earth; 


herein was love. In feeding us all our 


life long by his aſſiduous tender provi- 
dence; herein is love. In protecting us 


under his wings from innumerable dan- 
gers and miſchieſs; herein is love, much 


love: But yer ſet all this by his Redeeming ; 


love in Chrift, and it ſeems xothivg. When 
we have ſaid all, Herein it tbe love of God, 
that, he ſent his Son, &c. This was free 
love ro undeſcrving, fo ill deſerving Sin- 


ners. Preventing love; net that we lo? 


ved him, bat that ke loved us. Juſt as 
an image in zhe glaſs 
is imprinted there by the face looking 
into it, the Image does not look back up- 
on the face except the face lock forward 
upon the laage; and in that the Image 


does 


( faith Fieinus ) that 
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does feem to ſee the face, its nothing elſe I the; 
but that the face does ſee the Image. O on 
the unexpreſſible glory of the love ofGod ſys 

in Chriſt! „ : 
E Thirdly, Though God had given ſeveral IÞ lu 
fad marks of his Juſtice before, both up- or 
on the Angels that fell, clapping upon Mai 
them the chains of darkneſs, in the over. de x 
throw of Sodom, and the neighbouring ever 
Cities, turning them to Aſhes; as you God 
may read in Jude ver. 6, 7. yet never was fl T 
the exactneſs and ſeverity of Juſtice ſo 
manifeſted before, nor ever ſhall be any all f 
more, as it was at the death of Chriſt, ing 
WW - Chriſt did not only fatisfie it fully, but He, 


be alſo he honoured it highly, making that bon. 
Attribute which was once a bar, now to dove, 
WE be a bortom of our peace, Rom. 3. 25. Ne- a 
ver did fach a Perſon as Chriſt ſtand at the I pri, 
Bar of Juſtice before: The Blood of God glory 


_ was poured out to appeaſe and ſatisfie it. * 
_ When Chriſt ſuffered, he did both give & | *4 
_ take fatisfaftion ; he gave it to the Juſt 
ice of God in dying; he took it in ſeeing 
Juſtice ſo honoured in his death, 
\ Secondly, Another delightſul proſpec 
- Chriſt had of the fruit of his ſufferings, was 
the recovery and ſalvation of all the Elect 
by his death. And though his ſufferings 
were exceding bitter, yet ſuch 8 of 
5 e them 
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them as this, was exceeding ſweet. Up- 
on this account he aſſumed his Name Jes 


ſus, Matth. I. 2 1. yes and his Humane Na- 
ture alſo, Gal. 4 4, J. Souls are of greae 


value in his eyes: One foul is of more 
worth in his account-than all the world, 


Mark 8. 36. What a pleaſure then muſt it b 


be to him, to ſave ſo many ſouls from the 


everlaſting wrath of the great and texribls ; 


God ? Add to this 


Thirdly, The glory which would re 
dound to kim from his redeemed ones to 
all Eternity. For it will be the everlaſt? 
ing pleaſant impleyment of the Saints im 
Heaven to be aſcribing glory, praiſe and“ 


honour to the Redeemer. © To him thas 


loved us, and waſhed ws from our ſius in bis © 
own Blood, and hath made us Kings: a 


Priefts ta God and bis Father; to bim ve 


glory and dominion for ever and ever, Rev. 4 


I. F, 6. 

« word or two. | bf bo 
. Uſe for cn 

' This truth then in the fir place; 


»3 ,& #®% 
«» Ea 


» 
< 


| ] m 2 a 7 
convince, ſhame & humble the very bel 9 
of Chriſtians, who find ſo little delight iW 
the moſt eaſie, 


5 wy * 3 ” : * 1 * * 2 F. 5 : ö 
* 1 py % s . l 9 
a , — 3% : - * : A 1 1 
VT K.- des 4 | . Pa 2 
1 Dns. 17 
; F : 
* 


0; 
* 
þ 
— 
4 
7 
vo 
q 7 
"I 
4 
9 
77 
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of obedience; when Chriſt undertook & 
Went through the moſt difficult task for 
| them with ſuch chearfulneſs and readineſs, 
Toe I come, tby Law is in my beart, I de 


lit to do thy will, And yet the work 
de ſo applied himſelf to, was a work full 
= of difficulty, attended with reproach and 
Ihame, as well as anguiſh and pain. 
Did Chriſt find pleaſure in abaſement 
nnd torment, in ſuffering and dying for 
me, and can I find no pleaſure in Praying, 
Hearing, Meditating, & enjoying the ſweet 
_—_ .dutics of Communion with him? Did he 
come fo chearfully to Die for me, and do 
180 fo dead hearted]y to Prayers and $4 
= eraments fo enjoy fellowſhip with him! 
Wit a pleaſure to him to ſhed his Blood, 
ad is it none to me to apply it, and reap 
_ the benefits of it? O Lord, what an heart 
_. have 1? How unſuitable is this frame of 
_ heart to the Nature of God, whoſe eſſeo- 
= tial excellencies make him the ſupream 
_ delight, the ſweet repoſe, ſolace and reſt 
7 ſouls! Pſa. 16.11. 
o unſuitable to the principles of re- 
= . generation and holineſs purpolely planted 
Ws _in tbe ſeal, to make ſpiriual performan-, 
e 2 pleaſure to it! „ 
Hop unſuitable to the future expected 
= Hate of glory, which brings . 
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Ws Chrift thus expoliutating with me this 


nioa that brings thee to this duty ? -Dothi- 
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tut to a Tweet complacential reſt and ſa- 
fis faction in God! In a word, now unſgje. 
ible is this temper of ſpirit to_the ber 
of Jeſus Chriſt O, methinks I hear Je- 


day. | 5 | _ 

Is thy-zeal and thy delight in the duties IM 
of obedience? 1s it rather the awe of 
Conſcience than the pleaſure of Commu» 


thy heart need ſo many arguments to per- 
ſwade it even to the ſweeteſt, eaſieſt, and ü 
moſt pleaſant daties in Religion? Well; 4 mM 
did got love thee at that rate; my heart ll 
eccho'd to the Fathers call to die for the, 
to drink the very dreos of the 
Cup of T REM BLING for thee. 
| come, | come. I delight to do thy will, mM 
thy law is in the midft of my dowelis. i 
21. fe of Exhortatim. | i 
If it be ſo, how great à motive have the." 
People of God beiore them, to make them WW 
apply themſelves with all cheatrfalneſs and nM 
readineſs of mind to all the duties of ative MM 
and pa ſſive obedience? Q'let there be no by 
more grumbling,” lazy excuſes, ſhifting of 
duty, or dead hearted or liſtleſs petfor- Mi 
mances of them after ſuch an example s i 
this. Be ready ta do the will of God, 
be you alſo ready te ſuffer it.  Let"the 
ſame mind be in you, which was inChriſt 


ur: more pleaſure & delight you find 


more of Chriſts ſpirit is in you, & the more 
of his Image is upon you. Are not all holy 
duties expreſſed in Scripture by the 
Saints walking with God, Geneſis 1). 
1. & is not this an Angelical life? Can it 
be a burden to the ear to hear ſweet ra- 
= viſhing ſtrains of melody; or to the eye, 
to behold variety of pleaſant and lively co- 
== ours; or to the palate to relliſh the deli- 
cious ſweetneſs of meats and drinks. _ 

Oh Reider,were thy heart more ſpiritu- 
gal, more deeply ſanQified, and Heavenly, it 
would be no more pain to thee to Pray, 
Hear, or Meditate on the things of God, 
= than it is to a Bird to carry & uſe his own 
i WW wings ; or to a man, to eat the moſt plex- 
1 Fant food when he is an hungry. have 
19 4 rejoyced & ſaith David) in the way of thy 
_ Commandnents, as much as in all riches, Pl. 
—_ And as to ſufferings for Chriſt, they 
mould not be grievous toChriſtians, that 
= know how chearfully Chriſt came from 
the boſom of the Father to die for them. 
What have we to leave, or loſe, in com- 


s to Chriſts ? Alas, there is no compare; 


his ſufferings, than in a ſea of ours. 
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In doing or ſuffering the will of God, the 


1 2 with him? What ate our ſuffer - 
ing 


there was more bitterneſs in one drop of 


days 


Meditations. 151 


To -— your delight. * read” 
reſs in the paths of obedience, is the ver 
esl of your ſanctification. 3 
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ſhall took upon me whom they have 


pierted, and they ſhall mourn for. 


him, as one mourneth for his only - 
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FRI out 1s confeſſes. to e | 5 


a ſpecial reſpett to the ens 
* to Chrift. it was in 


„yet that was. but a ect. 


the 


O 3 


Zech. 22. be of ver. 10. And thei 1 


Son, aud ſhall be in bitterneſs for 1 
him, as on? that is in ae 1 
fer his firft- Gori. | N 


pirt Accompliſhed | in the Apoſtles:- 1 4 
days, "1%; 2 wn 
meu or haadfel of what ſhall ſhall be, when 
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& the body of that Nation ſhall be called. 
Bat yet it cannot be denied that al! 
= Chriſtians find the ſame piercing ſorrows, 
© and wounding ſenſe of fin, when God a+ 
wakens them by convictions, and brings 
them to ſee the evil of fin, and the grace 
of Chrift, that is here expreſt concerning 
them at their converſion. „„ 
The words preſents us with three very 
remarkable particulars in Evangelical re- 
pentance, viz. . „ 
Firſt, The ſpring and principle of it. 


. Thirdly, The depth and meaſure of it. 
WE Firſt, The ſpring and principle of Re- 
„ pentance expreſt in theſe words, They ſhaft 


as its proper object; yea, & that by them, 
not only as their Progenitors involved 
_ in that guilt, by entailing it on 'em, 

ut as their own fins were the meritorious 
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Leos upon me whom they have pierced. 
WE, Secondly, The effects and fruits of fuck 
nn afpe& of faith upon Chrift is here alſo 
f 5 ” aoted. T. hey Hall mourn and be in bitter- 
. (ue J it hall mel and thaw chem 
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Secondly, The effects and fruits of it. 


cauſe of his death and ſufferings. "They fall 
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iato Godly ſorrow ; it ſhall breik their 
all hard and ſtony hearts to pieces. Lhe 
vs, eye of faith (hill affect their hearts; for 
a« indeed Evangelical ſofrows, are hearty 
gs and undiſſembled, tears dropping out of 
ce the eye of an,, „„ 


ng | Thirdly and - laſtly, The depth and 
meaſure of their ſorrow is here likewiſe. 
'y || noted. And it is compared with the 
e- | greateſt and moſt piercing forrows men 
are acquainted with in this world, even 

the ſorrow of a tender-hearted Father 

t. J mourning over a dead Son, yea, an only 
t. Son, and his firſt born, than which no 
e- | earthly forrow is more penetrating and 
4 BF ſharp, Jer. 6. 26. PFF. 
Hence the Note will be. 

That the ſufferings of Chriſt are entedl- 
ing powerful, to melt Believers hearts in- 
to Godly ſorrow. 1 


The eye of faith is a precious eye, & 
according to its various Aſpects apoa © 
Chrift, it produceth various effects upon 
the hearts of men. Eying Chriſt as 
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iad guiets the hearts; eying ki 
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our pattern, fo it directs and regulates s; 
our actions; eying him as our. ſacrifice, I he is 
effer'd up to divine Juſtice for our ſins, men 
_ fo it powerfully thaws the heart, and the! 
— me!ts the affections, _— - 
By meltings, I do not only. under- Lame 
ſtand tears, as if they only were ex- || follo 
pre ſſive of all ſpiritual forrow; for. it great 
is poſſible the waters of ſorrow may Bi 
tun deep in the heart, when the eye I Prin 
cannot yield a drop. 8 1 
- There be two things in Repentance, ol th 
Trouble and Tears. The firſt is Eſſenti- | ten « 
4, the laſt Contingent. Thie firſt flows and 
from the influence of faith upon the mip, 
—_ foul; the laſt much depends upon the Il Fait| 
temper and conſtitution of the body. It - pour 
EF is a mercy when our tears can flow | tisfa 
from an heart fill'd with a ſorrow for | not 
ia, and love to Chriſt, and yet it of- Ge 
tes falls out that there is an heavy heart, IN of L 
Were the eyes are dry. But that there | extr 
is efficacy in faith to melt the heart, is a 
| 3 looking upon the ſufferings of Chriſt 1 
for fin, is un doubted; and how it be- || was 
comes fo powerful an inſirumeat to this | us. 
end, I will ſhew you in the following | of | 
particulars.  _ „ 9 
irt, Faith eyes the dignity of the Ii fr 
= Pcrion of Chriſt, who was pierced for ||| pan 
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he is. In the Captivity, it was for a la- 
mentation that Princes were banged up by - Wl 
the hands, and the Faces of Elders were not 
reverenced, Lam. 5. 12. We read alſo the 
Lamentation of David, 2 Sam. 3. 38. as he il 
followed Abners Herſe. 4 Prince aud a 
great man is fallen in Iſrael to day. = 

But what was Abner, & what were the il 
Princes of Iſrael to the Son of God? Loe 
here by faith the Believer ſees the Prince - ll 
of the Kings of the Earth, the only begot- © 
ten of the Father, equal to God in nature. nl 
and dignity, he whom all the Angels wor? 
ſhip, hanging dead upon the curled Tree. 
Faith ſees Royal Blood, the Blood of God IM 
poured out by the Sword of. Juſtice for ſa: WM 
tis taction and reconciliation; - & this can: 
not but deeply affect the believing foul. - + nM 

Secondly, Faith repreſents the ſeverity WM 
of Divine Juſtice to Jeſas Chriſt, and the 
extremity of his ſufferings 3 and this ſight Ml 
is a melting ght, I = 
The Apoſtle tells us, Gal. 3. 13. bs; Ml 


was made a Curſe, and Execration for 
us. It relates to the kind and manner 
of his death upon the Croſs, which was 
the death of a Slave, jervile ſupplicium , il 
a free man was priviledg'd from that 
puniſhment. It looks upon, and well 

PCD: „ cConſiders | 
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15s Sacramental 


conſiders the ſad plight and condition 
Chriſt was in, in the days of his Hu- 
miliation for us. It's faid of him, Mat 
26. 38. he was zudeguaque triflis, ſurroua- 
ded with griefs, exictly anſwerable to his 
name, IIa. 53. 3. 4 man of ſorrows. Let 
him look which way he would, outward 
or inward, upward or downward, to 
Friends or Enemies, he could behold no- 
= thing but forrow, and what might increaſe 
his miſery. Another Evangeliſt ſaith he 
= wasſore amazed,. Mark 14. 3 3. It notes 
ſach a conſternation as makes the hair of 
the head ſtand upright, Horripilatio- A 
third tell us his ſou} was troubled, Joh. 12. 
_ 27. Unde Tartarus, a word from whence 
Hie is derived, and denoting-the anguiſh 
= aud troubles of them that are in that place 
di torments. 4 BY „ 
Aad the fourth tells us he was in an 
ae, Luk. 24 44. all expreſſing in fe- 
—_—_ vcral'emphaiical notions and - metaphors, 
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r ede Believers heart. 3 

Ws --Lhirdly, But then that which moſt af. 
= feats the heart, is Chriſts undergoing all 
this, not only in love to us, but in our 
room and ſbead. He ſuffered not. for any“ 
evil he had done, for there was no guile 
$1 $.:: 5 ſound 


ment, - This cannot but greatly affect and 


the extremity of Chriſts anguiſh and tor- 
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n | found in his mouth, ½. 53. 4, 

5. but the Juſt ſuffered for the Un--. 8 
+ | juſt, 1 Pet. 3. 18. It was for me, a vile wretch; Ml 
- ed worthleſs Sinner. It was my Pride, ³ 


s my Earthlineſs, the hardneſs of my heatt 
t the corruption of my nature, the innume- 4 


4 J rable evils of my life, that brought him ü 
o | down to the duſt of death. He was made Ml 
» || fir: for us, who knew no (in, 2 Cor, 5-21. 
ſe Who can believingly eye Chriſt as -ſuf- 
ae || fering ſuch pains, ſuch. wrath, ſuch a curſe nt 
es in the room of ſuch a Sinner, ſacha Re- nM 
of bel; ſo undeſerving a Creature, and not nl 
A | mourn, as for an only Son and be in bit= nl 
2, || terneſs as for a firſt-born? _  *+- © i 
ce Four thly, Faith melts the heart by con? ⁵ 
h ſidering the effets and fruits of the ſuf- Ml 
re ſerings of Chriſt, what great things 3e 
I bath purchaſed by. his Stripes and Blood 
in for poor Sinners; a full and final pardes⁵⁶ 
e- of fin, a well ſettled peace with God, 414 ll 
s, ſure title and right to the eternal inheri- 

r- tance; and all ehis for thee, a Law-con- 

;d demned, a Self-condemned Sinner. Lord 

» I what am I, hat ſuch mercies as theſe ſhould e 
.de purchaſed by ſuch a price for me; for 
me, when thouſands and ten thouſands of - 
ur? | ſweeter diſpofitions maſt burn in Hell, 
ay. es ever ! Oh, what manner of love is WM 
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Fifthly, Faith melts the heart by exert. 
ing a three-fold act upon Chriſt Crucified, 
- Firſt, A realizing att, repreſenting all 
' #his in the greateſt certainty and evidence 
rat can be. Theſe are no deviſed fables, 
but the ſure and infallible reports of the 
_ Secondly, An applying act; he loved me, 
== and gave himſelf for me, Gal. 2 20. He 
# Toved us, and waſhed us from our fins in 
his own Blood, Rev. 1. 5. 
- Thirdly and laſtly, By an infer ing or rea- 
Joning act. If Chriſt died for me, then [ 
hall never die: If his Blood was paid down 
for me, then my ſins which are many, are 
s forgiven me, If he was Comdemned in 
my room, I am acquitted, and ſhall be ſa- 
ved from wrath to come, through him. 0 
dow weighty do theſe thoughts prove to 
believing fouls = e 
1. Uſe for infomation. 


1. Then ſure there is but little faith, be 
SEE cauſe there is ſo much deadneſs e e 
On. meſs among Proffeſſors. A believing light o. 
Chriſt will work upon a gracious heart, as 
a dead Son, a beloved and only Son uſes to 
do upon a tender Fathers heart. 

Reader, was it ever thy (ad lot to look 
upon ſuch an keart-rending-obje& ? Did'ſt 
thou ever feel the pangs and commorions 
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ie 


in thy bowels, that ſome have felt upon 1 

ſuch a ſight? Why ſo will thy heart work 
toward Chriſt ; if ever thou believingly, 
lookeſt on him whom thoa haſt pierced. 


„„ . 4 
| Then the acting and exercifing of faith is il 


the beſt expedient to get a tender heart, and, 


raiſe the dead affetivons, We are general» 
ly full of complaints, how hard, how dead 


and ſtupid our hearts are; we are often ai 


putting ſuch caſes às theſe, How ſhall * 
get a broken heart fot: fin ? How ſhall T nM 
raiſe my dead heart in duty? Why this is 
the way; no expedient in all the worl# 
like this. Look upon him whom thou! haſt 


pierced, Tis the melting Argument. 4 1 


2. Def Examimation.” 5 
But that which Teſpecially-aim at in this Ml 
point, is for the tryal and examination of 


thy heart, Reader, in the point of true 


Evangelical Repentance , which is thy. 


pro 
no farther than the Text for rules to ex- 
Amine aud try it b. 

JJC 
All Evangelical Repentagice hath à ſuper- WW 
natural fpring, 7. will 2 out the Hirt 9 
of grace, and they ſhall Till 


mourn. | 


the ſpirit be poured out apon us, it is as ty 


eaſte-to preſs water out of a Rock, as ta 
oC 


2 a 
. L Y: "0 2 7 4 
- , 2 2 2 
' 1208 * 7 

#* 8 


er buſineſs at this time: And 1 will go : 6 i 


me our hearts relent and mourn. There 
ire indeed natural meltings the effects of 
== 21 ingenuous Temper, but theſe differ, ip 
Ws Lind and nature, from Godly ſorrow. 

. > ä 
= Sodly ſorrows are real, ſincere and un- 
= dJidembled, - They ſhall mourn «as for as 
_ cy Sz. Parents need not the help of an 
es to draw tears on ſuch accounts: O! 
meie very hearts are peirced ; they could 
even die with the m. Sighs, greans, & tears 


vo not hang'd out as falſe figns of what is 
dot to de found in their hearts. 

_ - SHI Ts ge 
_ . Evangelical forrow is very deep; fo 
woch the mourning for an only Son, a firſt- 
born, muſt import. Theſe waters how 
ill ſoe ver they be, run deep, very deep, 
io the bottom channel of the ſoul. See 
(&. 2. 27. They wy cut to the heart. 
_—_ ule. | | 


1 4 3 wo ' c 4 | 23 
Faith is the isſtrument employed in 
breaking the heart. They Hal lool and 


= ory, This is the Burning glaſs that coir, 


reacts the beams, and fires the affections. 


1 1 - . Rule. 2: RY OM 
ws God, and the 


& 4 erings it hath brought 
WE Chriſt under, are the piercing and heart- 
| woundiag conliderations. They ſhall look 


ee os, * 
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s of pon me whom they have pierced, and 


2 i mourn. The Piercing of Chriſt by our 
If fin, is that muſt — thy foul ien. 'Y 1 


ſorrom. 
un- 3 3 SET, 28 : 
| ——_— 
31 ll. Thx TXT "Ol 
ld 1 
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ron, of 
FE . 6. v. 55. For my fleſb is meat 
oO zndera, & my Blood is drink indeed... 


ſt. 
4 N this Content our Lord Jeſu Chriſt | 

5 makes a moſt ſpiritual and excelleat 
7 diſcourſe to the Jews, about the nature 4 _ 


| > and neceſſity of faith in him, taking 
| | the occaſion thereof from the Breadgwhick” 
4 Jalittle before he had fo miracalouffy multi- 
plied, & ted them with, raifiag up their 
minds to more ſublime & ſpiritual” things, 
| letting them kuow that Bread, how ſwest 
If fagver it was, was but a ſhaddow of him- 
ſelf, infinitely more ſweet and neceſſary. 
Taeſe words are a propoſition, in which 
are theſe three things obſervable. - 
=” * ſubjett, my Fleſh and — 


. 
1 
ll 
W 


£ ” * Sacramental | 


3 Secondly, The Predicate, it is meat and 28 


Drink. \ dri 
3. The manner of Predication, it 8 Mem Fle 
Seed, and Drink indeed. | is n 


Firſt, The ſabject, my Heſh, & males! the 
( KM ) my Humanity; this is meat and to v 
drink, ttue ſpiritual food. If it be demand- || Inc. 
ed Why he had not ſid, Jam meat and || and 
drink indeed; but rather chyſes 10 fay, 3 
my fleſh and blood is fo ; the reaſon is Em 
evident, faith Learned Camero, becauſe if de e. 
you take away Fleſh & Blood from Cariit, F 
he cannot be Food or Life to us. For in or- | fac 
der to his being fo, be moſt ſatis fie God for 8 
us, and obtain the Remiſſion of our fins; I pail 
but without ſhedding of Blood there is oo wh. 
- R-miſſon. Now for as much as by the ||| food 
by | offering up of his Body, and ſhedding of I iru 
1 his Blood, he harh obtained pardon and and 
1 | life for us.; therefore his Fleſh and Blood 
F ' is.call'd our meat and our. Driak, that by 
_ which our ſouls live. Which brings us to 27 
the ſecond thing. tha 

. Secondly, The Predicate, it is meat and 1 #74 
dtiak, (i. e.) it is to our ſouls of the 
| | ſame Ul and neceſſity that meat & drink £ 
is to our natural life, which cannot be 01 
ſuſtained without them. F 
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The life of our ſouls as neceſſarily de: || me 
17 upon the Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt Ch 
REPS 7 
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* 
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ind 
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4 1 a 5 


Sasa, and Meat nn Drink. 


I 


"4 


as our natural 1 5 doth upon meat al 
drink. Vet beware of a miſtake here; th 
Fleſh & Blood, or the Humanity of Chriſt 


is not the Foxntain of our (piriaal life, bur 1 M 
the Channel rather, through which it flows 4 | 
to us from his Divinity. By reafon off his al 
Incarnation and D-ata, Righteouſacks $ 


and life comes to us. 

3dly, The manner of Predication i is very 
Eyphatical, it is meat zndeed, and drink in- 
Jean which notes fwo things. 

Firs 
Grddawi and types. 3 

Secondly, Trauſcendent excellency,far fur- 
paili 1g all other food, even Minna it ſelf, 
which for its excellency is ſtyled Arp its 
foog, My Fleſh is meat indeed ( 5. 5 
true ſubſtantial, and real food te ſou * 
and choice excellent & incomparable food.” 

Hence obſerve. i 

That what meat and drink 5s ti our bodies; 
that, and much more then that, tbe Halb 3 
and Blood of ret is to bel teving fouls. 


Iwo things require explication in this 


point. 


Firſt, Wherein the nenden or agree i 
ment 5 betwikt the Fleſn _ by» uf = 


2 $ 4 
x by 2 * 
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Reality, in oppoſition. to all legal J 


Wöberein lies the reſemblance and 3. [4 


= ' Secondly, Meat and Drink are erer moſt 


* 
LY 


P a 


"we r „ 6 1 I EI _ \ 
* * 7 
4 * 1 : : : a 
ry 28 * 


Secondly, Whereia the former tranſ. }| gr. 


Tends and excels the latter, | the 
1 5 **VV 1 | ph 8 | an 
11. Qaery. SM 1 eV! 


greement detwixt the Fleſh and Blood of V 
Chriſt, and material Meat and Drink.?f on 


+> Tow 10006041 £ 5 rai! 

The agreement is manifeſt in the fol- ten 
lowing particulars. „ 
Firſt, Mat and drink is neceſſiry to ex: 
ſupport Natural life, we cannot live with- “ß 


out it. Upon this account Bread is call'd an 
the Staff and Stay, (i. e.) the ſupport of for 
the natural ſpirits which do es much lean 
and depend upon it, as « feeble man doth 
Upon his ſtaff, /. 3. 1. But yet how ne- 
ceffary ſoever it be, the Fleſh and Blood 
of Chriſt is more indiſpenſibly neceſſiry 
for the life-of our ſouls, Joh. 6. 53. Excep! 
ye eat tbe Fleſh of the Son of man, and ar ink 
bis Flood, ye have no life in you Our ſouls 
have more abſolute need of peace & par- 
don by Chriſt, than our bodies have oi 
meat and drink. Better our bodies were 
ftarved and famiſhed, than our ſouls dam- 


ned and loft for ever. 2 


— 
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and... deſpiſed of 5 
What an aleration did his Incarnation 
and Sufferings make upon him, Pil. 2. 67. 


gry and thirſty. It is hunger and thirſt 
that gives value and eſtimtion to meat 
and drink, Prov. 27. 7. To the bungry fout 
every bitter thing is ſweet; and fo it is in 


our eſteem of Chriſt, Fob. 7. 37. If any 3 9 


man thirſt, let him come to me and drink. 


When God by illumination and coavicti- #2 
on makes men deeply ſenſible of their 


miſerable loſt & periſhing condition, then 


1 
vey 
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ten thouſfand worlds for a Chriſt. All is 


but dang and droſs in compariſon of the 


exceHency of Chrift Teſus, - 


Thirdly, Meat and drink muſt undergo i 
an alterat ion, and loſe its own form be- 


fore it actually nouriſhes the body. The ll 
Corn is ground to pieces in the Mill, be- 
fore it be made Bread to nouriſh ds. And "if 


Chriſt muſt be ground betwixt the upper |. 
& neither Milſt ones of the wrath of God, & 
malice of men, to be mide Bread for our 


ſouls. TheProphet faith//a.52. 14: His Y:j- Ml 


ſage was marr'd more then anygnans. He did 
not look like himſelf, the beautyand glory Ml 


of Heaven, but the reproach of men, 


the People. 


uantum mutatus ab illo 


Pourtnly, Natural food muſt be receive 
ed into our bodies, and have a . U. 
woe With them; & Ch 
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dd into our ſouls, & have a ſpiritaal Union 
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with them by faith, or elſe we can have 


no nouriſhment or benefit by him. An 


empty Profe ſſton, a meer. talkative Religion 


= ror: the inner man jaſt as much as the 


ſiht of meat, and our commending of it, 
doth our outward man. It's Chriſt dwel- 
ling in our hearts by flith, Eph. 3. 17. 


our receiving of him, Joh. t. 12. our 


_ eating his Fleſh aud drinking his Blood, 


ob. 6.53. (i. e.) rhe eff:Qaal applicari- 
= of EAR to our louis by Slick that 
makes us partakers of his benefits. 

Fifthly, Meat and drink multi be taken 
every day or elle natural life will languith, 
& ſpiritual life will never be camfortably 
maintain'd in us withaut daity commuar 
on with Jeſus Chriſt : If a gracious ſoul 
negle& or be interrupted in. its courſe of 


duties, &ſtated times of prayer, it will be 
_— quickly diſternable by the Chriſtian him- 
_ fclf in the dgadneſs of his own heart, &by 


others alſo, in the barrenneſs of his diſcour- 
ſes. And in theſe things ſtands the Analogy 


and agreement of the Fleſh and Blood of 


Chriſt with meat and dri. 


The next thing is to open the tranſce nd- 
ent excelleacy of Chriſts Elen & Blood, 


88 
* ' _-_ 
N 


Meditations, 2 I 


above all other food in the world; ad 
this appears in four part iculars 
Firſt, This Fleſh and Blood was allumed 
in to the neareſt Union with the ſecond 
Perſon in the bleſſed IV inity&ſo is not only 
dignified above all other created geings, but 
becomes the firft recepticle of all grace in- 


tended to be communicated through it to 1 


the Children of men, Joh, 1. 14. = 

Seconely, This Fleſh and Blood Ml 
of Chriſt. was offered up to God as the Ml 
great Sacrifice for our ſilos, & Purchaſe of 
our peace, Col. 1. 20. Eph. 5. 2. and ſo 
it is of ineſtimable price and value to 
Believers. The humane Nature of Chriſt 
was the Sacrifice, the divine Nat was 


the Altar on which it was offered up, and' WM 


by which it was dignified and fanetifs i 


ed, and made an Offering of a ben [mel. 


ling ſavour to God, Eph. 5. | 
Thirdly, This Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt 
is the great wedium ot conveyaace of all 
bleſſings and mercies to the ſouls & bodies 
of Believers. It lies as a vaſt pipe at the 
Fountain-head of Bleſſiags, receiving and 


> 


coaveying them from God to Men, 


Gl. B 14.19. 
So then, it being un ĩted to the ſecond 
Perſon, and ſo become the Fleſh & Blood 


of ow it being the. Sacrifice offered up. WW 
to 


= x65 Sacramental 
to God for Atonement and Remiſfion of 
S, and the mediun of conveying all 


= grace and mercy from God the Fountain 
do the forls and bodies of Believers, 


how ſweet a relliſh maſt it have upon 


| L | the pallate of faith? Here faith may tait 


the ſweetneſs of a Pardon, a full, free, 
and final pardon ef fin, than which n- 


= thing in this world can be ſweeter to a 


Sin burdened Conſcience. 5 
Here it taſts the incomparable {weet- 
neſs of Peace with God, a Peace which 


paſſeth Underſtanding z the breach Sin 


made, is by this Sacrifice made up. for 


cer, cal. 1. 0. 
ies it taſts the unexpreſſible ſweet · 


nels of acceptation with God, and an in- 
tereſt in his favour; a mercy which a 
poor convinced ſoul would givze ten thou- 
fand worlds for,were it to be purchaſed. 


Fes, here it relliſheth all the ſweet Pro- 


. muſes in the Covenant of grace, as con- 
| firmed and ratified by this Sacrifice, 
Hieb. 9.5. So that well might he ſay, my 
Fleſn is meat indeed, and my Blood is 


drink indeed, the moſt excellent New 


Teſtament-food for Believers... 


1. Uſe of Infor mat ion. 5 
See here the love of a Tots 
7 8  ». 
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5 || that Heavenly Pelican, who feeds us 
"i with his own Fleſh and Blood. You ? 
x read Lam. 4. 10. of pitiful Women wife i 
eat the fleſh of their own Children; but ³ 
* > | where have you read of Men or Wo- Yi 
A men that gave their own fleſh & blood ul 
for meat and drink to their Children? IM 
Think on this you rbat are ſo loth to "IM 
; crols and deny your fleſh for Chriſt; 8 
| he ſuffered his Fleſh to be rent, and his 
t. || Blood fet abroach for you; what love 5 
PI like the leve of Chrift ? EIS 5 
Secondly, Learn hence a grund of 
Content in the loweſt and pooreſt con- 
dition allotted ko any Believer ig this 
world, It may be ſome of you n low 


2 in the world, you have hard fare, and are 
S abridg'd of many of thoſe ſweet comforts i 
zu- in the Creature, which the Enemies of: 
d. (God abound in; but ſtill remember you i 


have no cauſe to envy their dainties, and 
be diflatisfied with your own let & por- 
tion, when not many Noblesor mighty ia 


1 the world feed as your ſouls ſeed. O e 2 
i J feaſt have you! What dairities do your ; 
** ſouls raft by faith Whilſt others do hut 


feed upon  Alhes and Husks, what is the 
tleſh of Lambs and Calves out of the Stat, b 
to the Fleſh of Chriſt? What is Wine WM 
ia bowls, and the chief Oyntment * : 5 _ 


Fe a WE 


19 Satramental 
_ Blood of Chriſt, and the anoyntings of his not 
Sri? O be ſatisfied with your outward left 
5 4 for, however God hath caſt it, whilft he then 
HF. dealt fo bountifully wit h your ſouls. 
Thhirdly, Learn hence the neceſſity of 
i in order to the livelihood and ſub. 
_ HFfitance of our ſouls. What is a Feaſt 
te him that cannot Taſt it? Aad wha 15 
Chriſt co him that cannot believe? That 
cannot by Faith eat his Fleſh and drink 
„„ 

Lis not the Preparation made for ſouls 
in Chriſt, but the Application of him by 
Fiaich bat gives us the ſmgttneſs & benefit 
of him, Faith is the ſouls nouth or pal- 
Late; the Unbeliever ale no ſweetneſs in 
_ Chrift, he can relliſh more ſweetneſs in 
money, meat, drink, caMmal mirth, or any 
ſenſual Enjoyment than Chrift, © © 
_ Fourtbly, How: excellent are Goſpel 
—_— Ordirances? What ſweetneſt is there to 
de found in them by true Belivers ? For 
there Chriſt # prepar'd, and as it were 
ſero'd in for them to feed upon. It is 
—_ your. AMiniſte work to cook and pre- 
3 ire for you all the week long, and to 
= farnifh for you a fealt of fat things. Loe, 
_ here's a Table ſpread and furniſh'd this 
day with the coftlieft dainties hat Hes: 
1 * affords, O prize theſe mercies, {it 
2 . A. : | - | | not 


* 


MPeditations. 177 


Jin every Ordinance, and in every 8 


* . 
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not here with flat or wanton apperitedy' 
left God call to your - Enemies, and di 3 
them take away. . 8 

| 0 


2. Uſe of Exbortationn: fi 
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Is the Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt Meat. 
and Drink indeed, then let me exhort you 
Brethren. 7 =. 

Firſt, 
ſharp and hungry appetites, 
ver taſted that the Lord is gracious, and 
do you not hunger and thirſt to taſte it 
again. Surely where the Carcaſs is, thither. i 
will che Eagles" be gather'd,Matth. 24. 28. 
There is a two fold appetite, a da and 1M 
an bargry appetit; beware of a nice and 
dainty appetite, that can relliſh ne- 
thing in the moſt ſolid and ſpiritual da: 
ties, except the diſh be garniſht with W 
flowers of Rhetorick, or the matter 
ſery'd in with art and elegancy. - This 
hath been the great fin of the ProfeGors 
of this Generation. O Chriſtians, [mb "i 
more of char I pray yeu. Were yon 
really an hungred and athirſt for Chriſt WM 
you would come to his Ordinancs, a& 1 
famiſhing' men to a ſeaſt. 

Secondly, To feed heartily upon Chriſh, {1 


To come to this Table with Y ; 
Have you - 


* 
. 

bp - 

* 


"4 q ” 

7 £ 

cxames In 
Www > * —— — 1 - * 

. 2 Pl is 4 | | — 1 


by 8 A 
K 2 — — ? 
7 5 * 4 8 * 
_— 4 5 
J * * = 0 
+ - : f 323 — 
, * 4 * 
1 'S * * 
'- Le: . . 
F bs - £ I * 
* A 8 
1 4 — 
1 { 
_. : 


4 Trament eſpecially. 


rr: O that your fools 
1 1 * hear and anſwer that invita tio 
bw. ay, Cant. 5. I. Eat, O Friends, drink.vea 
rind abundantiy, O Beloved. 2 


1 For Motives 
= following. \ 8 
_ Firit. Chin i the matter of this Feaſt, 
E: = | God hath prepar'd him for your ſonls. Is 
wy . = 6 3 
ay thing in Heaven or Earth ſo ſweet as 
= Chriſt Sacrificed is? Do not the Angels & 
_ Saints in Heaven feaſt upon him? Surely 
one drop of Chriſt's Blood hath more 
Iweetneſs and excellency in ic, than the 
= Whole Ocean of all Creature-comforts. 
=_ . Secondly, Don't your graces need it? 
"wy Have you not a languiſhing love, a ft ag- 
Teri Faith, dull and ſluggiſh deſi res? 
Look into your hearts, and fee what 


will only hint theſe three 


hat are in you, which are ready to dit, 
0 feed upon Chriſt, that your graces 
way be revived and rengthened. © 

= Thirdly, Do you know how many aayes 
you are to go in the ftrength of this meal * 


— 


Hor long it may be ere you fit again 
1 at the Lords Table? Surely even rheſe 


n well as your inferior temporal @m- 
ports ſtand upon terms of greateſt us. 
1 Svrtainty. Ah Chriftizns Conſider wel 
ie Jim: you live in, the Enemy that 
8 4 WiC: | | fl and 


* 


dieed there is of freng thening the thing. 


ſaid of Peter Martyr, that being in Oxfor 


when Q. Mary came in, and 


heart, and ſaid, hæc una notula omnem me- 
am dottrinam evertit. 


niſtry at once. 1 
God grant we may hear none of that 
Muſick in Exgland any more; but it's like 
to be accerding to your eftimation and 
improvement of Chriſt's precious Ordi- 
nances. | 


Thirdly, Commend the experienced ſweet © 


neſs of Chrift to others, Don't conceal his 
lovelineſs and excellency. Thus the faig 
and enamoured Spouſe charges or adjures 
others, Cant. 5. 


dear natural Relations. Say to them 'as 


David, Pſ. 34.8. O, taſte and ſee how good © 
the Lord i | | 1 

Fourthly and laſtly, See that pour ag? = 
petite to Chrift be right, and truly ſpir- 


15. 


tual. Such an hunger and thirſt, upon 
which bleſſedneſs is entail'd by promiſe 3 
and you may conclude it fo, wen 
Firſt, It is a . and ſtrong appeF 
- N 


, 
2 


tand ready to take away the cloth, and 
remove your ſpiritual food from you: It 7 


earing te 
firſt Meſs-bell ring, he was ftruck to th& 


This one tinkling 4 
Bell overthrows all the labours of my Mia 


9. Be not content to feat. | 7 
upon Chriſt alone, whilft others ſouls ares nl 
ſtarving, and perhaps the fouls of your, ii 


MH 
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Rite, Pal. 42. 1. Let your thoughts run 
upon Chriſt night and day, like the de- 
-fires of a longing Woman. 
= . Secondly, When tis a Univerſal appe- 
nutte, after every thing in Chriſt, his Ho- 
less as well as his Righteouſneſs, his 


_ 15 together lovely, Cant. 5. 16. 

= Thirdly, When 'cis a continual appet ite, 
mean not that the pulſe ef your deſires 
= ſhould keep an even ſtroke at all times, but 
_ that there be real and fiacere workings of 
_— heart after him, always, P/al. 119. 20. 
—_ . Fourthly, When tis an iduſtrious appe* 
eite, awakening the ſoul to the Uſe of all 
means & practice of all duties in order to 
_— Yutisfa&tion, P 27. 4. One thing have I de- 
Fed of the Lerd, and that will I ſeek after, 
FPFiſchly and laſtly, It's then aright, when 
eas an inſatiable appetite, never to be aHlaid 
With any thing beſides Chriſt, 2. 73. 25 · No, 
vor with Chriſt himſelf, till thou comeſt 
ro the fall enjoyment of him in Heaven. The 
1 YL Believer knows, how ſweet ſoever his Com- 
munion with Chriſt is in this world, yet 
that Communion he ſhallhave with Chriſt 
ia Heaven far excels it; there it will be 
more intimate and immediate, 1 Cor. 19. 
13. more full and perfect, even to ſatis fac 
== tion, 2% 17. 15. more conſtant & conti- 


” * — 


* . hag 8 * < n 4 9 L * * "EY OS g , n , on % * * * " N * * „ nne. 
= 2 We . : . ” T Y * . p, : o 
8 gt a | | R ? 
- — 3 Ends 4 iS ak 0 : -£B 
Is 5 2 5 K* : 2 , 
| 2 8 ö F. * 
8 > 4 
4 


Commands as well as his Promiſes, for he 


nued, 


_ Meditations. © 


1754 


. rived, not ſuffering ſach interruptions a4 
= it doth here, Rev. 25. More pure and ul” 1 
mixed, Here our Corruptions work with 
our graces, Rom. 7. 21. but there grace ſhall * 
* work alone. In a word, more durable & "nm 
og perpetual : We ſhall be ever with the 
i Lord, 1 Theſ.4.7. Long therefore to drink i 

© | that new Wide in the Fathers Kingdom, 
The Spirit and the Bride ſay come, & let" 


tes him char heareth ſay come, even ſo come 
= Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 
** — — 
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| THE ELEVENTH 4 
MEDITATION | q 


UPON : 
Cant. 8. v. 6. Set me as a Seal. upon 
thy heart, as 4 Sea! upon thine arms 
for love is Arong as death, jealoufie is 
crael as the grave; the coals thereof 
are coals of fire, which hath a moſe ve 
hement flame. 1 
{115 Book is 2 ſacred Altegory; the Vl 
ſenſe thereof is deeg and ſpirita> lf 
Our unacquaintedneſs. with” Bf 
ns and figures of 3] peer 


21 


1 
I 


Experience, makes it difficult to be under. 


dy ceaſon of its affinity with the fancy, 
Trauth is more eafily and aff:Ringly tranſ- 
micted both to the mind and heart. 
St. Aguſtine aſſignes this reaſon why we 
= arc ſo much delighted with AMetaphors and 
_ Azores, becauſe they are ſa much propor. 
=. tioned to our ſenſes, with which our reaſon 


= - ty. And therefore God to accommolate his 
truth co our capacity, doth as it were em- 
do it in earthly exoreſſi ns, according to 
SE That of the ancient Crball:ts.lumen ſupremum 
_ v7.1” eſcenair fine in dumento. Heaven- 
WW tr co 12ver diſcendeth to us without its 
= yail and covering. | | 

* Fe words before us are the requeſt of 
by 4 3 - the SHolſe to Jeſus Carift, and couſiſt ol 
„ wo parts, vx. 5 


Fi 
2 
* 
® 
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II. Her Suit, which is earneſt» 


4 


o 


een thine arm. Tac heart of Chriſt 


5 Fates his moſt dear, inward, and tender al- 
ess his Ars notes his proteRting & 
—_—  ..Þ47qc preſerving 
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W 27s Dacramental 
4 Sether with the want of ſpiritual light and 


Rood; but the Allegory being once unfolded 


WS hath contracted an intimicy and familiari-* 


2. Her Argament, which is weigh ty 


= Her earneſt fait or requeſt to Jeſus 
 Cirift, Ser ne ar a Seal upon thy beart 4 4 


MPeditations. 


Chriſt and his love, g. d. What if after if 
all, I ſhoald be deceived ? What if Jeſas 


the note is. c++" = 
5 . Dot. „ AY ty oY 6 
That there 3s nothing in this warld % 
0 „;; —— 


| 2 
preſerving care and power » The laſt natu- 
rally follows the fir{t ; what men dearly af- 7 
fe&, they tenderly_and carefully protect. 
And by ſetting her as a Seal upon his heat 
and arm, ſhe means a ſure and well con= 
firmed intereſt, both in his love, and 
power; This ſhe would have firmly ſeat- 
ed and ratified; & that this is her mean- 
ing, will plainly appear from. ER 

2. The Argument with which fhe en* 
forces her requeſt, For love is ſtrong as i 
death, jealoufie is cruel as the grave, Ges i 

By Fealoufie, we mult underſtand her 
fears and ſyſpicions of coming ſhort of il 


Chriſt do not love me with a- ſpecial 8 
love. O theſe fears and ſuſpicions are 
intolerable torments to her, ſhe cannot 
bear them; they are cruel as the grace, 
inſufferable as coals of fire, which have 8 
a moſt vehement flime, q. d. Lerd, if if 
thou leave me in the midit of theſe je- 
louſies of thy love, I ſhall: be but a tor⸗- if 
ment to my ſelf . I fhill: live as ons 
upon the rack, or in the flamss. Hence | 


778 Sacramental 


true Chriftians more earneſtly defires, than 
to be well aſſured and ſatisfied of the love of 
Feſus Chrift to their Souls, 1 


Sy] In the meditation of this point, two 
things muſt be inquired into. 


{© 0 


1 Ic Why this aſſurance is ſo deſira- 
1 ; rable. 5 
22. How it may be obtained. 

_ ._' Why the aſſurance of the love of 
_ Chriſt is ſo defirable in the eyes of true 
_ Chiritians. And among others, there are 
Vo things that eſpecially make it ſo, viz, 


_—_ A* The ſweetneſs of its enjoyment. 
_— 22. The difficulty of its atatinment. - 


1. The ſweetneſs of its enjoyment, 
Which is unexpreſſible & inconceivable; 
for it is a mercy above all eſtimations 


1. The riches of faith  _ 
22. The reſt & and eaſe of the heart. 
It is 23. The pleaſure of life. | 
J. A Cordial in Gann, Oo 
= - 55 A ſweet ſupport in all trou- 
| ble 8. $ 


+a 
** * * 
— 
» 
9 


£11 


1. It is the very riches of faith, the 


moſt pleaſant fruic which grows upon 


the top branches of faith. The Scrip⸗ 


ture tells us of an aflurance of Under= | | 
All theſe #8 


ſtanding, hope, and faith: 
graces are precious in themſelves, - but 
the aſſurance of them 
ſweet and pleaſant part. Knowledge as 
bove knowledge is the full afſurance of 


knowledge: Hope above hope, is the 
fall aſſurance of hope; and faith —_— I 
he 


faith, is the full aſſurance of faith. 
leaſt and loweſt act of ſaving faith is 


precious, and above all value; what then 
muſt the higheſt and moſt excellent acts 
of Faith be? Certainly, there is a ſyeet “! 
neſs in the aſſurance of faith, that few 


men have the privilege” to taſte; and 


they that do, can fiad no words able i 


to expreſs it to anothers Underſtanding. 


The weakeſt Chriſtian is exalted abovs N 


other men, but the aſſured Chriſtian 
hath a 
ſtians. 


2. It is hearts eaſe, the very Sabbath 
and ſweet repoſe of the ſoul. Thou= NY 


ſands of poor Chriſtians would part with 
all they poſſeſs in this world, to enjoy | 
it, but it flies from chem. The life "8 
that moſt of them live, is a life betwint BN 
„ N : | 
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1 
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is the moſt 


preference before all other Chri- 
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is very doubtful to them. 


Joved is mine, and 1 am his. 
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hopes and fears; their intereſt in Chriſt 
Sometimes 
they are encouraged from ſenſible work. 


2 ings of grace, than all is daſhed again, by 


the contrary ſtirrings and workings of 
their own corruptions. Now the Sun 
ſhines out clear, by and by the Heavens 
are over-caſt and clouded again. But the 
aſſured Chriſtian is at reſt from thoſe 
formenting fears and je alouſies, which my 
Text ſpeaks of, that are as cruel as the 
grave, and as infufferable as coals of fire 
ina mans boſom. He can take Chriſt in- 
to the arms of his faith, and ſay, A. Bi- 
Return to 
thy-reſt, O my foul, for the Lord hath 


WW dealt bountifully with thee. 


3. It eis the pleaſure of life; yea, the 
molt rational, pure, & tranſporting plea- 
fare. What is life without pleaſare ? 


And what pleaſure is there in the world 


comparable to this pleaſure ? For let the 
ſcaled and affured Believer conſider, and 
compare, and he muſt needs find a joy 
and pleaſure beyond the joy of the whole 
Earth. If he conſider well what he is 
aſſured of, it is no common mercy, but 


bf | _ Chriſt himſelf, and his love; a mercy 
= incomprekenſible by Men or Angels, Eph. 


3+ 19. Put Chriſt into the ſenſible pol- 


* 


tions, either his 


none like it; 
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ſeſſion of a Believer, and joy is no more 
under his command for that time; he 
can no more refuſe. to rejoyce, than he Þ? 
that is tickled can forbear to laugh 3 WM 
and eſpecially when his thoughts are 
exerciſed in comparing ftates and condi- 


was, and what it ſhall be. To think 
with thy ſel? thus, I am aſſured of Chriſt 


and his love, my intereſt in him is fea 


ed; but this is a mercy few enjoy be- 
des me. There be millions of fouls” 


of equal value with mine by nature, «hat Mi 


ſhall never enjoy ſuch a mercy as this. 
Yea, the time was when I my ſelf. was 
far frem it, in my unregenerate'eſtate? 
Lord, bow is it I had net then been 
ſealed te Damnation? O, 'tis well wick 


me for preſent, that 1 can call Chriſt 


my own; and yet it will be better and 


better. My condition will mend-every WM 


day. I am now in Chriſt, and it is but 
little while before [ ſhall be with Chrift,, 
and arrive at the full ſatiskaction of my 
very heart. O, what pleaſure doth eve- 


ry glance backward or forward give to 


the ſealed foul! hn Sh < +. i 

4. It is a Cordial in death, and there is 
This will make the foul 
| | 1 triumph. # 


own with other 
mens, or his own now with what it 
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triumph over the grave, take death chear- 
fully by the cold hand, welcome its grim 
Meſſengers, and long to be gone, and de 
with Chriſt. Dark and doubting Chriſti- 


| 182 


ans may indeed ſhrink back from it, and. 


be affraid of the exchange; but the affu- 


; red foul longs to be gone, and needs pa- 


tience to live, 2s other men do to die. 
When one was asked if he were willing 
to die, his anſwer was, Ilius eff nolle mori; 
Jui nolit ire ad Chriſtum. Let him be loth 
to die, that is loth to go to Chriſt, The 


= ſugar of aſſurance ſweetens the bitter cup 


of death, and makes it delectable to a Be- 
Hevers relliſh. | 
J. In a word, it is « ſweet ſupport in all 
= the troubles and afflictions on this fide 
S the grave, Let the aſſured foul be caſt in- 
to what condition the Lord pleaſes, be it 
upon a bed of ſickneſs; yet this gives his 
foul ſuch ſupport and comfort, that he 
ſhall not ſay, I am ſick, ſin being forgiven 
the ſoul is well, when the body is in pain, 
Tſa. 3 3. 24. Let him be caſt into a Priſon, 


_ bcre's chat will turn a Priſon into a Para- 


diſe, Act. 5.41. Let him be pincht with 
anv outward want, this will ſupply all, 4: 
baving nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all t hings, 
2 Cor. 6. 10+ Thus you ſee how deſirable 
it is for its n excellency, * ot 
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ar. And as it is defirable for the - _- 

rim of its own enjoyment, ſo allo from the. 
de difficulty of its attainment; all excellencies 
Ri- are leckt up under many difficulties; wJ 4 


and none like this, it is indeed eaſie to p 
ffu- J ſame an intereſt in Chriſt, and cheat 4 
pa- Þ mans ow ſoul with a dream and fancy-o8. } 
lie. our own Creation; but ſure it's hard ta 
ing get a ſealed clear title to Chriſt and his if 
ori, ¶ benefits; and there be among others thres WM 
oth I things that make it difficult, | _—_—_ 
he (I.) The corruptions that remain, 
up and daily work in the beſt hearts 
Be- | theſe are evermore puzling and ſcaring they i 
poor ſoul with fears and doubts about its ⁵⁶ 
condition. Grace teacheth men due ſe; 
rerity to themſelves, and. fear .of their. } 
own deceitfalneſs makes them think. nao 
hearts are like their hearts, eſpecially | 
Whilſt. they compare other mens outſide: } 
with their own inſide, as generally they dog 
O, how do our own corruptions every moi. 
ment raiſe miſts and clouds, that it is 4 B8 
wonder we ever ſhould hae one clear 
beam of aſſurance ſhining into*fuch hearts 
a5 Our hearts . wr S601 

( 2. ) The multitudes e miſtkaes an | 
cheats that are frequently committed an- 
laund in this * makes upright hearts-⁵ 


— 


4 i * ; 
U is 5 | : 
* * = „ 
0 Ps 


— 


5 * * 88 — . nas 9 9 c — * „„ 
ö : 5 * 1 oy 4 » + ; 
2 4 * , 
. 1 * PS ; - SY 
* [ ? N N 5 — * 


1 the more ſuſpicious and doubtful of their , 
| own conditions. O, when they read Aar. pan 
2. 22. that many will ſay to Chriſt in that 
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2 day, Lord, Lord, we have Prophefied in t and 
Name, &c. It ſcares them 10 5 IG Set 
be deceived. an ugh. = cid 1 
'{3-) The grand importance of the mat- Jes 
| ter makes poor ſouls fearfal of concluding r 

* Certainly about it. O, when a man con- + 
Adlers that the whole weight of his eternal c [ 
happineſs or miſery depends upon the re- =o 
folution of theſe Queſtions : Am 1 ia! 
Chriſt ? or am 1 net ?It will make him 
Fremble to determine. In a word, aſſu- | 
Fancets not in our power, or at our, com- ya 


mand. There be many holy Humble 
Aligent, and longing ſouls, to whom it is FA 
A denied. It is arbicrarily diſpenſed by the ' 
_—_ pleaſure of the ſpirit, to whom he will, & 
ach favours are rare even among true be- 
WS licvers, the more therefore it is to be valu- | ?? 
ce and defired by all, as well as the Spouſe: 5 
Ere doth in this place: And ſo much I 7” 


to the firſt thing. Upon what account the ; 
—_ aflurance ofChrifts love is ſo deſirable in Te 
the eyes of Chriſtians. — 18 1 
2 la the laſt place, let us conſider how | © 


this mercy which is ſo deſirable, may be 85 
taiged; and this is our proper work and | = 
Meines at this time · 4 

ww You 


jealo aſie is cruel as the grave, &c. 
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You are now come to a Sealing Qrdi3 
nance, inſtituted on purpoſe for this no; 
ble end and Uſe, O, that we could pray, 
and plead for it as the Spouſe here doth, 
Set me as a Seal upon thine heart, as a Seab 
apon thine arm, for love is ftrong as death 
Now in 
order to the attainment of this moſt. dey 
ſirable mer cy, take a few neceſſary hints 
of your preſent work and duty in the 
following directions. 5: HI 


4 
* f ' 


1. Direct ion. 1 1 1 
1. Would you be well ſecured of Chriſta 


love to you, & that you are ſet as a ſeat 8 
upon his heart; then exerciſe and mani nl 


felt more love to Chriſt, and let him be, i 
much por your hearts. If it be clear to s BK 
that you have true love to Jeſus Chriſty Þ 
you need not at all to doubt, but youare Þ} 
in his heart and in his love. I love then 


that love me,, Prov. 8. 17. And ſurely von 


have now before you the greateſt- motive 
in the world, to to inflame your love | 


Jeſus Chriſt. Behold him as here repre- 
ſented, to you, wounded for your ina 
quities, yea, ſacrificed to the wrath of, | 


God for your Peace, Pardon, and Salvatis. } 


tion, O, what manner of love is this? 
 R2-  . ory 
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1 Behold how he loved thee! If Chriſt's 


thy heart in love to him. 


2. Direction. 


Vin be according to the activity of your 
= faith, therefore in the next place I adviſe 
= you to make it the. main work and buſi - 
ness of this hour to exerciſe your faith 
upon Jeſus Chriſt; fer your ſelves this 


rect act; of your faith hill be, the more 
= Cl: and comfortable its refl-% acts are 
ke to be. There are three diſtinct of- 
fices or imployments for your faith at 
4x This Table, VIZ, n 
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Ls. To realize”, Othe ſufferings of 
T2 Jo apply. 
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love draw forth thine, it will fo far clear 
Shy intereft in his love, as it ſhall engage 


But ſeeing the activity of your love 


day to believe; the more ſtrong the di- 


| 


| your ſenſe hath ſor the other. This i a 
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ſo, Jeſus Chriſt endured the Croſs, ſuffer 3 


ed the Wrath of the great & terrible Goc 
in his Soul, & in his Body upon the curſed 


Tree, for and in the room of poor Con- 


demned Sinners“ Your faith for the ons 
hath as much, yea, more certainty, thx 


faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac ceptationg 


that Feſus Chrift came into the world to ſave 
Sinners, 1 Tim. I. 15. 1 Tim. 3.16. and 


without controverſie, great is the myſtery, if 
of Goglineſs, God was manifeſted in the 


fleſh, Ce. 


2. Apply the ſufferings of Chrift this 1 


day to thine own ſoul. Believe all this to 


be done and ſuffered in thy room, and for 


Curſe for us; and when he roſe from the 
dead, he roſe for our juſtification, Rom. 4. 
25. and now he is in glory at the right jx 


hand of God, he is there for us, Heb. 
7. 25. He ever lives to make I[nterceſſtan 


earthligeſs and _ of thy heart 414 
ws 3 | : R * = | e 


0 — — 4 


2 4 1 
1 


thy ſake: He offered not this Sacrifice 
for his owa ſias, but ours, Ila. 53. g. Hesl. 
7. 27. He was Incarnate for you. I 9 
6. For us a Child is born; to us a Son 38 © 


= 


given. His death was for you, and in 
your ſtead, Gal. 3. 13. He was made 4 


1 


for us. It was the pride and paſſion, 
Ia 4 


_ 


1 


W £25 Sacramental 
11 ne 


= TJolus Chriſt groaned, bled, and died to 
= procure a pardon for. „ 
_ 3. lnfer from the ſufferings of Chriſt 
= thoſe coicluſtons of faith thit tend to af. 
ſurance. 

_ when | was an Eiemy? then ſurely being 
_ rcconcil:d, I ſn ll be faved by his life, Rom. 
SJ. 10. Agaia, Is Cariſt dead for me, then 
i {hi} never die eternall“: Nothing ſhall 
_ ſeparate me from the love of God, it is 


1 * Ckriſt that died, Rom. 8. 34. 
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3. Diretdt ion. 


1 Mourn over all thoſe fins that cauſe the 
Lord to hide his Face from your fouls. 
H e you grieved the Spirit by your lin, 
=_ ©, be grieved for it this diy at your very 
bearts; cover the Table of the Lord with 
tears: Look upon him whom you have pier- 
—_ cc, and moura as for an only Son. Tho 
there be no mer: yet there is much avercy 
I; fluch advantage to get your hearts broken 
2s this is, which is now before you. When 
me ſhower of Repent ance is fallen, the 
_ Heavens aver thee may be clear, and the 
= Sun ſhine out in its brightneſs upon thy 
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As thus, Did Chriſt die for me 


= - in a broken heart for ſin; and there is no 
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4. Direct ion. : 


af- In a word, pour out thy ſoul to God in 
me | hearty defires for a ſealed and clear inter- 
ing J eſt in his love this day; tell him, it is a 
om. | mercy thou valueſt above life, Thy favour Þ 
nen is better than life, Pſal. 63. 3. Tel him, 
ll J thou art not able to live with the jealou- 
is ſies and ſuſpicions af his love; thou art 
bat a torment to thy felf, whilſt thy in- 
tereſt in his love adides under a cloud. 
Beſeech him to pity thy poor afff cted 
foal, which hath lain down and. rifen ſo * 
long with theſe fears and tremblings, 1 
and been a ſtranger to comfort for ſo 
many days, Tell him how weak thy 
hands have been, and ſtill are in du- 
ties of obedience, for want of this 
ſtrength and encouragement. . Engage 
thy foul to him this day to be more 
active chearful, and fruitful in his ſers 
vice, if it will pleaſe him now to free 
thee from thoſe fears and doubts that have 
.clogg'd- thee in all thy former duties. 
©, cry unto him in the words, ang 

with the deep ſenſe of the Spouſe in 

this Text. Set me as a Seal ups 
on thy heart, as a ſeal upon thing ©} 
er for love is firong as dent 
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jealouſie is cruel as the grave, the coals 
the reof, are coals of fire, &c. 
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MEDITATION 
UPON 


E Eph. 3. 19 
& 4 Gd which paſſeth knowledge. 


his love is defervedly in this place 
ſer down among the defiderata Chriſ. 
tianorum, the moſt derfiable enjoy. 
ments of Believers in this world. 
This love of Chriſt had centred the Apoſtles 
heart, he was ſwallowed up in the meditati- 
on and admiration of ir, and would have all 


Was. 

Some think he Apoftle ſpeaks Extatically in 
this place, and know not — to 28 ow 
_ parts of his diſcourſe conſiſtent with each o- 
mer, when he puts them upon endeavoars to 
_ know che love 3 himſelf confeſſes 
= UW . n N 11 


; . 56. . * 
5 — > 
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Sacramental 


1 to 1 the love 


HE knowledge of Chriſt, and of 


hearts inflamed and affected with it, as his 


hals 


WMeditations. 1 


But though his heart was raviſh-d with | 


the love of Chriſt. yet there is no contra. 


dition or inconſiſtency in his D'ſcorſe; He 


doth carneſtly defire for the E>h:ſims, that 
they may know the love of Chriſt, (e) that 


they might experimenralily know his love, 
which paſſeth knowledge; that is as ſome 


expound it, all other forts and kinds of 


knowledge ; yea, and all knowledge of Chrift . ö 


which is nor practical and experimental. 
Or thus, Labour to get the cleareſt and 
falleſt appre benive knowledge of Chriſt and 


his love, that is attainable in this world, tho? 


you cannot arrive to a perfect comprehenſive 


knowledge of either, Mens  humana hx &f _ + 
eapit, & mon capit; atque in eo capie. quod 


rapitur in adm irat ionem, as others reconcile it. 
The note from it is, 


Doct. 


That the lobe of Chiſt ſurpaſſes and tranſcends” 


the knowle dge of the moſt illuminated Believers, 


The love of Chriſt is too deep far any 3 
created underſtanding to fathom ; tis unſerrcha #3 


able love, and ic is fo in divers reſpe&s. 


I. le is unſearchahle in reſpect of its anti- 


zuity. No Underſtandiag of min can trace 
it back to its firſt ſpring: it flows from one 


Eternity to another: We receive the fruits * 


and effects of it now; but O, how aacient 
is that root that bars them! H: loved us 
before this world was made; and will on- 
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tinoe ſo to do, when it ſhall be redueed in; ; 
to zfſhes. It is faid, Prov. 8 30 31, When bs ved 
Favre the Sea his decree, when be appointed the I ©*© 
oundations of the Earth, then was I by bin, as I "<< 
one brought up with him, and I was daily his on! 
L eligbt, rejycing always before him, rejoycing. in the. 
. babizable paris of his Earth, and my delights J the 
dee with the Sons of men. . | of: 
2. The freeneſs of the love of Chriſt paſſes þ 

knowledge: No man knows, nor can any loſe 
words expreſs how free the love of Chriſt ro 7 
his people is It is ſaid, I/. 55. 8. My choughts bott 
are not your thoughts, The meaning is, My * 
Grace, Mercy, and love to you is one thing, 
as it is in my thoughts, and quite another 
thing when it comes inco your thoughts In 
my choughts it is like ic ſelf, free, rich, aud 
unchangeable,; but in your thoughts it is li- 
mited and narrowed, pincht in within your 
ſtraight and narrow conceptions, that it is not 
| like it ſelf, but altered according to the model 
= and platform of Creatures, according to which, 
Fou draw it in your minds. Alas, we do but 
alter and ſpoil his love, when we think there 
is any thing in us, or done by us, that can be a 
motive, inducement, or recompence to it. His But 
love is ſo free, that it pitched it ſelf upon 5s, [mere 
before we had any lovelin:ſs ia us at ell. When Four 
we were in our hlood, he (aid unto us, live, and that the | 
was the time of love. It did nor ſtay till we eco. 
Had our Ocnaments upon us, but enbraced us coul. 
in our blood, in our moſt loathſome ſtate; & at. 
of all ſeaſons, that is the ſeaſon of love, the 2 2 
Ghoſea time of love, Ezek. 16, 7, 8. Chriſt o- 4 


ved Can i 


ved us not upon the account of any fore. ſecn 
excellency in us, or upon any expectation of 
recompence from us: Nay, he loved us not 
thing in nature is found fo free as 
of this love going beyond all examples and 
inſtances that are found among men, quickly 
bottom. 


to his People, paſſeth knowledge. Who van 


are more than the Sands upon the Ses. ſhore. 


love, which come tv the ſhare of any particular 


| many fins it pardons? The free gift is of many 
 effences unto juſtification, Rom. 5. 16. How many 
dangers it prevents, or how many wants It 


we all receive and grace for grace, Job. 1. 16. 
His But how full of grace Chriſt is, and how many 


5s, mercies have, and ſhall flow to us out of that 


/hen Fountain of love, this is ugkaown to men, to 
bat che beſt, and moſt obſervant men. O! if the 
we records of the mercies of our lives were or 


as Could be garher'd and kept, what vaſt volumns. I 


& vould they ſwell co? Tis true indeed, you 
che 2 ve the total ſum given you in x Cor. 3. 23. 


t 10-4 are yows, but it is ſuch 's number as no man” - 


ved can number 0 | Z 
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only without, but againſt our deſerts. No- 4 


the love of Chriſt is; our thoughts therefore 


loſe themſelves in an immenſe Ocean of free. 
grace, where they can find neither bank nor 


number or value the fruits of his love? They 


It would weary the arm of an Angel to write 
down the thouſandth part of the effects of his 


Chriftian in this Werld. Who can tell how 


ſapplies? This we know, that of his fulneſe 


4. The | | 


The þ 2wnty & U berality of the love of Chriſt 1 
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1 The Con ſtaney of Chrift's love to his Peo. 
ple paſſeth knowledge : No length of time, no C 
diſtance of place, change of condition, either is 
with him. or us; can poſſibly make any alte- in 

p} 


ration of hi aft-Gtions rowards us. He is the 

- fame yelt-iday, to day, and for ever, Heb. 13. fr 
8. It is nated alſo by the Evangeliſt, Fob. 13. 1. 7 to 
That having loved his own whicth were in. the world th 
be loves them to the end. Lis true, his conditi- ww 
on is altzred,. he is no more in this world con. di 
verſing with his People, as he did once in the DC 
days of bis Fleſh. He is now ac the right b 
hand of God, in the higheſt glory; but yet W. 
his heart is the ſame chat ever it was, for love hi: 
and teaderneſs to his People. Our conditions Fr 
alſo are ofen alteced in this world, but his th; 
Jove f ff no alteration, Yea, which is more | de; 
admitabie, we do many things daily that grieve yes 
him, and offend him, yet he takes not away his mi 
loving kindneſs from us, nor ſuffers his faith- res 
fulneſs to fail. We pour out ſo much cold: ho 
water of unkindneſs and proyocations as is e- the 
nough to cool and quench any love in the thi 
world, except his love; but notwithſtanding” | the 
all, he continues unchangeable in love to us- f Be; 
This Feier found, notwithſtanding that great F 4, 
ofznce of his No ſooner was the Lord riſen it 
from the dead, but he greets him in rhe ſtyle De 
of his former love and ancient reſpect. Go tel . 
zhe Diſciples, and tell Peter. acki 
S3o then, the love of Chriſt is a love trank- wis 
veading all Creature.love, and humane Un- ov. 
_ cdcftanding. We: read in Kom, f. g, &. Thi*'Y Cre 
15 n 2 Peradien: * 
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peradventure fur a good man, ſome would even dave 18 


die But we never find where any beſide Jeſus 
Chrift would lay down his life for Enemies. e 


is recorded as an unparallel'd inſtance of love 
in Dayton and Pit bias, the two Siciitan  Philofas 
pbers, that each had courage enough to die for hig 
friend; for one of them being Condemaed 
to die by the Tyrant, and deſiring. to give 


the laſt farewel to his Family, his Frienk 
went into Priſon for him, a: his Surety ta 


die for him, if he returned not at the ap- 


would not ſuffer him by default to die fog 


him; and if ke had, yet he had died for his 
Friend, But ſuch was the love of Chriſty! * 
that it did not only put him into danger af 
death, but put him actually under deaths 7 
yea, the worſt of deaths, and that for his Bne=, 7 
mies. 


O what anner of love is this! We 
read of the love that Jacob had for Rachel, and 
how he endured both the cold of Winter, and 
the heat of Summer for her ſake : But what 5 
this to the love of Jeſus, who for us endure 


the heat of God's Wrath? Beſide, ſhe was © 
Beautiful, but we unlovely. David wiſh'd for 
Abſalom his Son, Vould God 1 had died for thee © 
root, 
David would have ſhrink from death, for All ene 
affection he bare his Beautiful Son, 
actually gave his life for us and did not oni, 


it was but a with, & had it come co the 


with he had done it. O love tranſcending th 
love of Creatures ; 
Ereature-knowledge, 


rnd time; but he did not die; yea, 64 
had ſuch a confidence in his Friend, that ha 


But Chriſt 3 


63 
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ea, and ſurmounting all 8 
* 5 . eee 8 1 Th a 
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& 195 Dactamental © Þ}F 
Fe If the love of Chriſt paſs knowledge, © 1 


13 

h 

C 

t. 
admire it; yea, live and die in the won. © 
ger and admiration of the love of Chriſt, As &$ 
At is a fign of great weakneſs to admire {mal} Y 5 
2 

tl 

f 

tt 

Al 


& common things, ſo it ſpeaks great ſtupidity 
Bt to be affected with great & unuſual things. 
| Chriſtian, if thou be one that converfeſt 
With che tho'ts of this love, thou canſt not but 
_Lmnire it; and the more thou ſtudieſt, the 

more {ill wilt thou be aſtoniſhed at it. And 
Mog the many Wonders that will appear in 
Aue love of Chriſt, theſe two will moſk of all le 


8 thee, ois. 6 Ab 64 
[E. That ever it pitcht at firſt on. thee, M 

A, That it is not by ſo many fins queneh& Ve 
[e towards Chee, n 


r Tis admirahle that ever the love of | I 
—_—_ Llc pitch: at firſt upon thee;for are there not | Y! 
lions in the world of ſweeter tempers, & bets 

e conſticutions than thy ſerif, whom it hath {o1 
da by, & yet imbraced thee Lord (ſaid the Diſ. | th 
i Tiples J bow is it that ghow wilt manifeſt thy felf bu 
1 Sub us, and not uud the morld? Joh. 14. 224 bu 
—_— 2gur-y he did not ſet his love upon thee, not 
—_ Ou: thee, becauſe thou waſt better than oz 


* 


mers, but becauſe he loved thee, 


K „ Lis admirable car bis love te theo 
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| Is not extinguiſhed by ſo many fins” as thou 


FOXY 
LS Be, 


= 


haſt committed againſt him. Lay thy hand, 
Chriſtian, this day upon thy heart, and bethink 

thy ſelf how many have been the provocati. 
ons, wrongs, and diſhonours thou haſt been 
guilty of againſt thy God, and that ſince hg 
called thee by his grace, and ſet his love upon 
thee : What! and yet love thee fliltt. Yau, 8 
notwithſtanding all, he is till thy God, & es 
thee with an unchangeable love. O! with haw 


many notwithſtandings is his love continued ta 


thy foul ? All this is juſt matter of admirarion © 
and wonder for ever. | = 
2. Is the love ofChrift pafi knowledge dan une © 
ſearcha ble love? then learn whence & why it is 
that the ſouls of Believers never are, nor can 
be tired in beholding and enjoying Jeſus Chrift, 
We uſe to ſay, one thing is tireſome; and it is 
very true if it be an earthly thing ir will be fo, 
how ſweet or exceellent ſoe ver it ſeems at ft; 
and the reaſon is, becauſe the beſt Crearure.en» 
joyment is but a ſhallow thing, and a few tho%s 
will found'it to the bet tom; and there being 
ne ſupply of new matter to feed the hung | 
{foul upon, it is quickly ſated and cloyed with 
the repetition of the ſame thing over and over, 
but it is far otherwiſe in Chriſt ;- for tho“ he b 
but one, yet in that one thing, all things are 
virtually & eminently contained, fo that every {| 


day he ſcems 8 new Chriſt for ſweetneſs, & yet = 


is the ſame Chrifi ſtill. And in Heaven the Re 
deemed fhall view him With as much wonders 
& love kim with as much ardour after mille” 
aug of Fears, 44 chey Ma at fei UN 
7 | = A Im 


N ; 


1758 Saätramental, &! 
Na, O'! chere is no bottom. in ene W 7 
© Chriſt; it paſſeth knowledge. 5 

= 3. * 4 Lane beſtow wt beſt and chiefeſt 
love upon Chriſt, whoſe love to you paſſeth all 
E kagwleige. Let no creature be loved equally 
b Chrift, but as his love to you paſſeth all 
WE - Crearnreloye; ſo let yours to him be a match- 
=_ Jes iove, „„ 
ever, Chriſt loves thee with an unſearcha- 18 
pe 112, he loves thee more than the deareſt 
ed, his, as thine own ſoul loves thee, [Bl 
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ſuch , poor narrow remiſs affections to Jeſus 


Chrif 


9 


1 - thy ſoul. 
a mb fing upon it, let thy heart melt, thy eys 


15 


_ dro, and thy very ſoul cry out. 
W = Behold how_he ed 72 : | 

5 04 US . 
Blefſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt, 
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